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TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 



TALE II. 



QHAPTER I. 

—— «All my long arrear of honour lost, 
Heaped up in youth, and hoaided up for age. 
Hath Honour's fountain then suck*d up the stream f 
He hath—and hooting boys may barefoot pass, 
And gather pebbles from the naked ford. 

Don Sebastian. 

After a torrent of afflicting sensations, by which 
he was at first almost stunned and confounded, Sir 
Kenneth^'s first thought was to look for the authors 
of this yiolaticm of the English banner ; but in no 
direction could he see traces of them. His next, 
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4 TALES OF THE CRUSADKRS. 

which to some persons, but scarce to any who have 
made intimate acquaintances among the canine 
race, may appear strange, was to examine the con- 
dition of his faithful Roswal, mortally wounded, as 
it seemed, in discharging the duty which his master 
had been seduced to abfmdon. He caressed the dy- 
ing animal, who, faithful to the last, seemed to for- 
get his own pain in the satisfactioahe receivedfrom 
bis mastery's presence, and continued wagging his 
tail and licking his hand^even while by low moan- 
ings^he expressed that his agony was increased by 
tlie attempts which Sir Kenneth made to withdraw 
fSrom the wound the fragment of the lance, or 
javelin, with which it had been inflicted ; then re- 
doubled' his feeble endearments, as if fearing he 
had oflended his master by showing a sense of the 
pain to which his interference had subjected him. 
There was something in the display of the dying 
creature^s attachment, which mixed as a bitter in- 
gredient with the sense of disgrace and desolation 
by which Sir Kenneth was oppressed. His only 
friend seemed removed from him, just when he 
had incurred the contempt and hatred of all be- 
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TALES OF THE CRUSASEB&. 5 

sides. The knight^s stiength of mind gave way to 
a burst of agonized distress, and he groaned and 
wept aloud. 

While he thus indulged his grief, a clear and 
solemn voice, close beside him, pronounced these 
words in the sonorous tone of the readers of the 
mosque, and in the lingua Franca, mutually un- 
derstood by Chrisdans and Saracens 4 — 

^^ Adversity is like the period of the former and 
of the latter rains, — cold, comfordegs, unfriendly 
to man and to animal ; yet firom thence come the 
flower and the firuit, the date, the rose, and the 
pomegranate.^ 

Sir Kenneth of the Leopard turned towards 
the speaker, and beheld the Arabian physician, 
who, approaching him unheard, had seated him- 
s^lf a little behind him cross-legged, and uttered 
with gravity, yet not without a Ume of sympa- 
thy, the moral sentences of consolation with 
which the Koran and its commentators sup- 
plied him ; for, in the East, wisdom is held to 
consist, not in a display of the sage^s own inven- 
tive talents, but in his ready memory, and happy 
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6 TALES OF THfi CRUSADERS. 

application of and reference to ^^ that which is 
written.'" 

Ashamed at being surprised in a womanlike 
expression of sorrow, Sir Kenneth dashed his 
tears indignantly aside, and again busied himself 
with his dying favourite. 

" The poet hath said,^ continued the Arab, 
without noticing the knight'^s averted looks and 
sullen deportment — ** the ox for the field, and 
the camel for the desert. Were not the hand of 
the leech fitter than thiat of the soldier to cure 
wounds, though less able to inflict them i"^ 

" This patient, Hakim, is beyond thy help,*' 
said Sir Kenneth ; " and, besides, he is, by thy 
law, an unclean animal.*" 

" Where Allah hath deigned to bestpw life, 
and a sense of pain and pleasure,*** said the physi- 
cian, " it were sinful pride should the sage, whom 
he has enlightened, refuse to prolong existence, 
or assuage agony. To the sage, the cure of a mi- 
serable groom, of a poor dog, and of a conquering 
monarch, are events of little distinction. Let me 
examine this wounded animal.^ 
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TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 7 

Sir Kenneth acceded in silence, and the physi- 
cian inspected and handled RoswaFs wound with 
as much care and attention as if he had been a 
human being. He then took forth a case of instru- 
ments, and, by the judicious and skilful application 
of pincers, withdrew from the wounded shoulder 
the fragment of the weapon, and stopped with styp- 
tics and bandages the efiusion of blood which fol- 
lowed ; the creature all the while suffering him 
patiently to perform these kind oflices, as if he had 
been aware of his kind intentions. 

^^ The animal may be cured,^ said El Hakim, 
addressing himself to Sir Kenneth, " if you will 
permit me to carry him to my tent, and treat him 
with the care which the nobleness of his nature 
deserves. For know, that your servant Adonbec 
is no less skilful in the race and pedigree, and 
. distinctions of good dogs and of noble steeds, than 
in the diseases which affect the human race.^^ 

** Take him with you,^ said the knight. " I 

bestow him on you freely if he recovers. I owe 

. thee a tei^ard for attendance on my squire, atiH 

have nothing else to pay it with* For myself, I 

will never again wind bugle, «r halloo to hound.*** 
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The Arabian made iio reply, but gave a signal 
with a dapping of his hands, which was instantly 
answered by ihe appearance of two black slaves. 
He gave than his orders in Arabic, recdived the 
answer, diat *^ to hear was to obey^ when, taking 
the animal in their arms, they removed him, with- 
out mudi resistance on his part ; for though his 
eyes turned to his master, he was too weak to 
struggle* 

«< Fare thee well, Hoswal, th^,'' said Sir Ken- 
neth, — ^' fare thee well, my last and only friend--* 
thou art too noble a possession to be retained by 
one such as I must in foture call myself.— -I would,^ 
he said, as the sUves retired, ^^ that, dying as he 
is, I coidd exchange conditions with that noble 
animal.^ 

*< It is written,^ answered the Arabian, although 
the exclamation had not been addressed to him, 
** that all creatures are fiishioned for the service 
of man ; and the master of the earth speaketh folly 
when he would exchange, in his impatience^ his 
f^opes here and to come, for the «ervikrtondition 
of an inferior beiag.'^ 
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^^ A dog who dies in discharging his duty y^ said 
the knight, sternly, ^^ is better than a man who 
deserts it. Leave me, Hakim ; thou hast, on this 
side t^mirade, the most wonderfiil science which 
man ever possessed, but the wounds of the spirit 
are beyond thy power.^ 

*< Not if the patient will explain his calamityi 
and be guided by the physician,^ said Adonbec 
£1 Hakim. 

<< Enow, then,"^ said Sir Kenneth, ^^ since 
thou art so importunate, that last night, the Ban- 
ner of Enj^d was displayed from this mound — 
I was its appointed guardian — ^morning is now 
breaking— there lies the broken banner-spear*— 
the standard itself is lost — and here sit I a living 
man.'' 

*^ How r said El Hakim, examining him; ^Uhy 
armour is whol&— -there is no Uood on thy wea- 
pons, and report speaks thee one unlikely to return 
thus from fight— Thou hast been trained from thy 
post— ay, trained by the rosy cheek and black 
eye of one of those houris, to whom ye Nasarene^ 
vow rather such service as is due to Allah, than 
such love as may lawfully be rendered to forms of 
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10 TALES OF THE CRUSAPKRS. 

clay like our own. It has been thus assuredly ; 
for so hath man ever fallen, even since the days 
of Sultan Adam/' 

" And if it were so, physician,'^ said Sir Ken- 
neth, sullenly, " what remedy ?'' 

*^ Knowledge is the parent of power,^^ said £1 
Hakim, *^ as valour supplies strength.-^Listen to 
me. Man is not as a tree, bound to one spot of 
earth — ^nor is he-framed to cling to one bare rock, 
like the scarce animated shell-fish. Thine own 
Christian writings command thee, when persecuted 
in one city to flee to another ; and we Moslem also 
know, that Mohammed, the Prophet of Allah, 
driven forth from the holy city of Mecca, found 
his refuge and his helpmates at Medina.^^ 

" And what does this concern me ?'' said the 
Scot. 

" Much," answered the physician. ^* Even the 
sage flies the tempest which he cannot control. 
Use thy speed, therefore, and fly from the ven- 
geance of Richard to the shadow of Saladin's vic- 
torious banner.'*^ 

^^ I might indeed hide my dishonour," said Sir 
Kenneth,, ironically, ^^ in a camp of infidel hea- 
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thens, where the v^y phrase is unknown.— But 
had I not better partake more fuUy in their re- 
proach ? Does not thy advice stretch so far as to 
recommend me to take the turban ? Methinks I 
want but apostacy to consummate my infamy/^ 

** Bksphemc not, Nazarene,^^ said the physi- 
cian, sternly ; ^^ Saladin makes no converts to the 
law of the Prophet, save those on whom its pre- 
cepts shall work conviction. Open thine eyes to 
the light, and the great Soldan, whose liberality 
is as boundless as his power, may bestow on thee a 
kingdom ; remidn blinded if thou wilt, and, being 
one whose second life is doomed to misery, Sala- 
din will yet, in this span of present time, make 
thee rich and happy. But fear not that thy brows 
shall be bound with the turban, save at thine own 
free choice.'' 

" My choice were rather,"" said the knight, 
** that my writhen features should blacken, as they 
are like to do, in this evening's setting sun." 

** Yet thou art not wise, Nazarene," said El 
Hakim, ^^ to reject this fair offer; for I have 
power with Saladin, and can raise thee high in his 
grace. Look you, my son-*this crusade, as you 
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call your wild enteq>rue, is like a Urge dromond* 
pardng asunder in the waves. Thou thysdf hast 
home terms of truce from the Ebgs and Princes 
whose force is here assembled, to the mighty SqI- 
dan, and knew^st not, perchance, the full tenor of 
thine own errand.^ 

^^ I knew not, and I care not^^^said the Knight, 
impatiendy ; <^ what avails it to me that I have 
been of late the envoy of princes, when, ere night, 
I shall be a gibbetted and dishonoured corse ?^ 

^^ Nay, I speak that it may not be so with thee,^ 
said the physidan. ^^ Saladin is courted on all 
aides; the combined Princes of this league formed 
against him, have made such proposals of composi- 
tion and peace, as, in other drcumstanoes, it might 
have become his honour to have granted to th^n. 
Others have made private offers on thdr own 
separate account, to disjoin their forces from the 
camp of the Kings of Frangistan, and even to 
lend their arms to the defence of the standard of 
the Prophet. But Saladin will not be served by 



* The largest srot of vessels then known, were termed dro' 
fnottdsy or dromedaries. 
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such treacherous and interested defection. The 
King of kings will treat only with the Lion 
King. Saladin will hold treaty with none but 
the Melek Ric, and with him he will treat 
like a prince, or fight like a champion. To 
Richard he will yield such conditions of his free 
liberality, as the swords of all Europe could never 
compel from him by force or terror. He will per- 
mit a free pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and all the 
places wha*e the Nazarenes list to worship ; n&y^ 
he will so fiir share even his empire with his bro- 
ther Richard, that he wilt allow Christian garri- 
sons in the six strongest cities of Palestine, anci 
one in Jerusalem itself, and su£Per them to be 
under the immediate command of the officers of 
Richard, who, he consents, shall bear the name of 
King Guardian of Jerusalem. Yet farther, strange 
and incredible as you may think it, know. Sir 
Knight — ^for to your honour I can commit eves' 
that almost incredible secret — ^know that Saladin 
will put a sacred seal on this happy union be- 
twixt the bravest and noblest of FrMigistan apd 
Asia^ by raising to the rank of his royal spouse » 
Christian damsel, allied in blood to King Richard, 
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and known by the name of the Lady Edith of 
Plantagenet" ♦ 

^' Ha !-HUty^st thou ?^^ exdauned Sir Kenneth^ 
who, listening with indifference and apathy to the 
preceding part of El Hakim'^s speech, was touch- 
ed by this last communication, as the thrill of a 
nerve unexpectedly jarred, will awaken the sensa- 
tion of agony, even in the torpor of palsy. Then 
moderating his tone, by dint of much effort, he 
restrained his indignation, and veiling it under 
the appearahce of contemptuous doubt, he prose- 
cuted the conversation, in order to get as much 
knowledge as possible of the plot, as he deemed 
it, against the honour and happiness of her, whom 
he loved not the less that his passion had ruined 
apparently his fortunes, at once, and his honour. 
' — ^^ And what Christian,^ he said, with tolerable 
calnmess, *^ would sanction an union so unnatural, 



* This may appear so extraordinary and improbable a pro*i 
position, that it is necessary to say such a one was actually made. 
The historians, however, substitute the widowed Queen of Na- 
ples, sister of Richard,/or the bride, and Saladin's brother fbr 
the bridegroom. They appear to be ignorant of the existence of 
Edith of Plantagenet.— See Mill's Histo/ry of the Crwtadety 
▼oL II. p, 61. 
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as that of a Christian maiden with an unbelieving 
Saracen ?'^ 

^^ Thou art but an ignorant, bigotted Naza- 
rene. Seest thou not,"" said the Hakim, ^^ how 
the Mohammedan Princes daily intermarry with 
the noble Nazarene maidens in Spain, without 
scandal either to Moor or Christian ? And the 
noble Soldan will, in his full confidence in the 
blood of Richard, permit the English maid the 
freedom which your Frankish manners have as- 
signed to women. He will allow her the free ex- 
ercise of her religion, — seebg that, in very truth, 
it signifies but little to which fidth females are ad- 
dieted,-^4md he will assign her such place and rank 
oyer all the women of his zenana, that she shall 
be in every respect his sole and absolute Queen."^ 

'' What !'' said Sir Kenneth, ^^ darest thou 
think, Moslem, that Richard would give his kins- 
woman — ^a high-bom and virtuous princess — to be 
at best the foremost tsoncubine in the haram of a 
misbeliever ! Know, Hakim, the meanest free 
Christian noble would scorn, on his child^s be- 
half, such splendid ignominy.^ 

** Thou errest," said the Hakim; " Philip of 

9 
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France, and Henry of Cliampagne, and others of 
Richard's prindpal aUies, have heard the propo- 
sal without starting, and have promised, as far as 
they may, to forward an alfianee, that may end 
these wasteful wars ; and the wise arch-priest of 
Tyre hath undertaken to break the proposal to 
Richard, not doubting that he shall be able to 
bring the plan to good issue. The Soldan^s wis- 
dom hath as yet kept his proposition secret from 
others, such as he of Montserrat, and the Master 
of the Templars, because he knows they seek to 
thrive by Richard's death or disgrace, not by his 
life or honour.— Up, therefore. Sir Eniglft, and 
to horse. I will give thee a scroll which shall ad- 
vance thee highly with the Soldan ; and deem not 
that you are leaving your country, or her cause, 
or her religion, since the interest of the two mo- 
narchs will speedily be the same. To Saladin thy 
counsel will be most acceptable, since thou canst 
make him aware of much concerning the marriages 
of the Christians, the treatment of their wivei^, 
and other points of their laws and usages, which, 
in the course of such treaty, it much concerns him 
that he should know. The right hand of the Sol- 
u 
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dan grasps the treasures of the East, and is the 
fountain of generosity. Or, if thou desirest it, Sa- 
ladin, when allied with England, can have but 
little difficulty to obtain firom Richard not only 
thy pardon and restoration to fiivour, but an ho- 
nourable conunand in the troops which may be 
left of the King of England^s host, tomaxntain 
their joint government in Palestine. Up, then, 
and mount-«-there lies a plam path before thee.^ 
'' Hakim,'' said the Scottish Knight, <' thou 
art a man of peace— also, thou hast saved the life 
of Richard of Englandr-and, moreover, of my 
own poor esquire, Strauchan. I have, therefore, 
heard to an end a matter, which being propounded 
by another Moslem than thyself, I would have cut 
short with a blow of my dagger. Hakim, in return 
for thy kindness, I advise thee to see that the Sa- 
racen, who shall propose to Richard an union be- 
twixt the blood of Plantagenet and that of his ac- 
cursed race, do put on a helmet which is capable 
to endure such a blow of a battle-axe as that 
which struck down the gate of Acre. Certes, he 
will be otherwise placed beyond the reach even of 
thy skill." 

VOL. IV. B 
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<^ Thou art, that, wilfully detectnined not to 
8y to the Saraoen hostP—Yet ranember^ thou 
vtayest to ceitain dettruotioB ; and the writings 
of thy kw, as wett aa oiunn piohfliit man ftott 
fareakijQg into the tabemade of his own lift;^ 

'( God foifaid r rapliaft the Scot» crossing him^ 
self; ^^hutweatedsofixrfaiddentoiivoidthejMk- 
nishnent wUeh onr crimes have deserved ; and 
since so poor atethjr thenj^ of fidelity».Ha]dni9 
it grudges me that I have bestowed my good honnd 
on thee^ .for should be five, he w31 haven maatter 
^;norant of his ralne^^ 

<< A ^ that is begrudged is aheady recalled,'' 
said El Hakim, *^ onfy we plqrrieians are sworn 
not to send away a patient unoured. If the dog 
recover, he is once more yours.'' 

^^ Cro to, Hakim»'* answered Sir Kenneth; 
<^ men speak not of hawk and hound when there 
is but an hour of day*breddng betwdnt them and 
death. Leave me to teoc^ect my sins, and recon- 
cile myself to Heaven." 

** I leave thee in thine obstinacy," said the 
physician ; '^ the mist hides the precipice finom 
those who are doomed to fall over it."*" 
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He inMa&w dimly ytiMwag Asm time to i 
Ids head» as if to obBerve wliedier die devoted 
knii^t ui^t not ra^ali him eidnv hf wovd or 
eqpnL At last fail tnrbsiiedflgiiro was lost among 
the labytiiith of toita #hich lajr extenddl l^eneatfa^ 
irhiteiUaigiii the pale Mght of the d«#]iiiigv before 
lAttch the mooiibeam had fiided now away. 

But alljbe«igh the phytncum^ Acbnbee^i woids 
had not made tihat impresrion apen Keaneth 
wUch the 6age desbed, thejr had iiupired the 
Scot with a motive for desiring life, which, diaho- 
noured as he conceived himself to be^ he was 
aiffing to part from as from a sidHed vestment 
no longer beooimng his wear4 A nmnber of eir- 
cumstances, which passed both Ibetwixt himself 
and the hermit, and which he had observed to 
take place betwixt the anchorite and Sheerkhoff, 
(or Ilderim,) and which he now recalled to recol- 
lection, went to confirm what the Hakim had told 
him of die secret ardcle of the treaty. 

<' The reverend impostor !^ he exclaimed to 
himself; ^^ the hoary hypocrite ! He spoke of the 
unbelieving husband converted by the believing 
wife— and what do I know but that the traitor ex- 
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hifaited to the Sanoen, aocuned of God, die beau- 
ties.of Edidi Plantagenet, that the hound might 
jud^ if she were fit to be admitted into thehatam 
of a misbeliever ? If I had yonder infidel oncemore 
in the giipe,.with which I oDce held him fast as 
ever hound held hare, never again should he at 
least come- on errand disgraoefiil to the honour of 
Christian king, . or . jioUe and^ virtuous maiden. 
But I— my hours aie fi»t dwindling into minutes 
-~yet while I have life and breath, something 
must be done,, and speedily.^ 

He paused for a few minutes, threw firom him 
his helmet, then. strode down the hill, and took 
the road to King Richard's pavUign. 
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CHAPTER II. 



The fcathcr'd songster, chanticleer, 

Had' wound his bugle-hom, 
And told the early villager 

The coming of the morn. 
King Bdwaid saw the ruddy ttteaks 

Of light eclipse the gray. 
And heard the raven^s croaking throat 

Proclaim the fated diqr. 
** Thou'rt right," he said, " for by the God, 

Thst siti enthroned on high, 
Chaxlet fiawdwin, and his fellows twain, 

This day shall surely die.** 

Chatteeto^k. 



On the eveoing on which Sir Kenneth assumed 
his post, Richard, after the stormy event which 
disturbed its tranquillity, had retired to rest in 
the plenitude of confidence inspired by his un- 
bounded oouri^, and the superiority whidi he 
had disphiyed in carrying the* point he aimed at 
in presence of the whole Christian host, and its 
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leaders, many of whom, he was aware, regarded 
in their secret souls the disgrace of the Austrian 
Duke as a triumph over thanselves ; so that his 
pride felt gratified, that in prostrating one enemy 
he had mortified an hundred. 

Another monarch would have doubled his 
guards on the evening after such a scene, and 
kept at least a part of his troops under arm^. But 
Coeur de Lion dismissed, upon the occasion, even 
his ordinary watch, and assigned to his soldiers a 
donatiyeof wine to cekfarate his recoTary^ and to 
drink to the Banner of Saint George ; and his 
quarter of the camp would have assumed a cha- 
racter totally devoid of vigilance and. military 
preparation, but Aat Sir Thomas de Vaux, the 
Earl of SaUsbury^ and other nobles, took precau- 
tions to preserve order and discipline among the 
revelleni. 

The physioan aettaided the King fibm fail re* 
tiffing :to jhed till midnight was past) and twice 
administered me^kane to him during that period, 
always previously observmg the quarter o£ heaven 
occupied by the tail moon, whose influences he 
declared to be most sovereign, or most baleful to 
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the efifect of bis drugs. It was three hours aft^ 
midbtiight ere El Hakim withdrew ftom the royal 
tent, to one which had been pitched for himself 
and his retinue. In his way thither, he visited 
the tent of Sir Kenneth of the Leopard^ in order 
to see the condition of his first patient in the 
Christian camp, old Straudian, as the knight^s 
esquire was named. Inquiring A,&te for Sir Ken- 
neth himself, Bl Hakim learned on what duty he 
WIS employed, ilnd probably diis information led 
him to Saint George^s Mount, where he found 
him whom he sought in the disastrous drcum- 
stances aUuded to in the last chapter. 

It was about the hour of sun-rise, when a sbw^ 
armed tread was heard approaching the King's 
pavilion ; and ere De Vaux, who slumbered beside 
his mS8ter'*s bed as lightly as ev^ sleep sat upon 
the eyes of a watch-dog, had time to do more thim 
arise and say, <^ Who comes P the Knight of the 
Leopard entered the tent, with a deep and devoted 
gloom seated upon his manly features* 

<< Whence this bold intrusion, Sir Knight?^ 
said De Vaux, sternly, yet in a tone which re>- 
spected his master^s slumbers. 
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*' Hold ! De Yaax,"^ said Bidisrd, tunddng on 
the instant ; ^^ Sir Kenneth oometh like a good 
soldier to render an account of his guarcU-to such 
the General'^s tent is ever accessiUe.'^-^^Theii ri- 
sing from his slumbering posture, and leaning on 
his elbow, he fixed his large bright eye upon the 
warrior— ^^ Speak, Sir Scot, thou comest to tell 
me of a vigilant, safe, and honourable watch, 
dbst thou not ? The rustling of the fidds of the 
Banner of England were enough to guard it, even 
without the body of such a knight as men hold 
thee.'' 

*^ Aa men will hold me no more,'' said Sir 
Kenneth-— ^^ My watch hath neither been vigilant, 
safe, nor honourable. The Banner of England 
has been carried off." 

^' And thou alive to tell it ?" said Ricfaard, in 
a tone of derisive incredulity,—^^ Away, it cimnot 
be. There is not even a scratch on thy £sice. Why 
dost thou stand thus mute? Speak the truth — 
it is ill jesting with a king— -yet I will forgive thee 
if thou hast lied." 

'^ Lied ! Sir King !" returned the unfortunate 
knight, with fierce emphasis^ and one glance of 
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fire from his eye, bright and transient as the flash 
from the oold and stony flint. ^< But this also 
must be endmred. — I have spoken the truth.^. 

'< By God, and by Saint George !"" said the 
King, bursting into fury, which, however, he in- 
stantly checked — ^^ De.Vaux, go view the spot-— 
This fever has disturbed his brain«^This cannot 
be— The man^s courage is proof-«It camiot be ! 
Go speedily— or send, if diou wilt not go.^^ 

The King was interrupted by Sir Henry Ne- 
ville, who came, breathless, to say that the ban- 
ner was gone, and the knight who guarded it 
overpowered, and most probably murdered, as 
there was a pool of blood where the banner-spear 
lay shivered* 

^^ But whom do I see here ?^ said Neville, his 
eyes suddenly resting upon Sir Kenneth. 
^< A traitor,^ said the King, starting to his feet, 
and seizing the curtal-axe, which was ever near 
his bed— ^^ a traitor ! whom thou shalt see die a 
traitor'^s death.*" — ^And he drew back the weapon as 
in act to strike. 

Colourless, but firm as a marble statue, the 
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Soot Stood before him, with his bate head vaaeo^ 
vered by any protection, his eyes cast down to th^ 
earth, his lips seaieely moving, yet BMitteri^ pfo^ 
bably in prayer. Opposite to him, and witUn the 
due reach for a blow, stood King Richard, im 
large person wrapt in the folds of lus cameseia, 
or ample gown of linen, except where the violenee 
of his action had flung the eorering fiom his right- 
arm, shoulder, and a part of his breast, leaving t6 
view a specimen of a frame which might have 
merited his Saxon predecessor'*s epithetof Ironside. 
He stood for an instant, prompt to strike-^thai 
sinking the head of the weapon towards the ground, 
he exclaimed, ** But there was Mood, Nevflle— 
there was blood upon the place. Hark thee. Sir 
Scot^-*-braTe thou wert once, for I have seen thee 
fight-— Say thou hast slain two of the dogs in de- 
fence of the Standard«-Hsay but one— say thou 
hast struck but a good blow in our behalf, and get 
thee out of the camp with thy life and thy info- 
my.'' 

^^ You have called me liar, my Lord King,'' 
replied Kenneth, finnly ; *^ and therein, at least, 
you have done me wrong — Know, that there was 
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no blood «hed in defence of the Standard save 
that of a poor hound, whidi, more fMthfiil than 
his master, defended the charge which he desert- 
ed.'* 

^< Nov, by Saint Gieoi^ T sttd Richard, i^un 
he«ving up his arm — Bat De Vam threw him- 
self between ihe King and the object of his fm- 
geance, and spoke with die bkntt truth of his 
character, ^^ My liege, this muBt not be here, 
nor by your own hand. It is enough of foHy for 
o»e nig^t anid day, to have intrusted your banner 
to a Scot^-Hsaid I not they were ever fiur and 
fidser 

^' Tiiou didst, De Vaux; thou wast right, and 
I con&ss it,^ said Richard. ^^ I should have 
known him better-^! should have remembered 
how llie fox Williain deceived me touching this 
crusade.^ 

^ My lord,'' said Sir Kenneth, <« William of 
Scotland never deceived, bat circumstances pre* 
vented his bringing his forces.'* 

^^ Peace, shameless T said the .King ; *^ thou 
sulEest the name of a prince, even by speaking 
it— And yet, De Vaux, it is strange,'' he added. 
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^^ lo see the bearing of the paan. Coward or trai- 
tor he mast be, yet he abode the blow of Richard 
Plantagenel, aa our arm had been raised to lay 
knighthood on his shotdder. Had he shown the 
slightest sign of fear-^ad but a joint trembled, or 
an eyelid ^vered, I had shattered his head like 
a orystal goblet. But I cannot strike where there 
is nather fear nor resistance.^ 

There was a pause. 

*' My lord^ said Kenneth 

^^ Ha r replied Richard, intermptu^ him, 
<^ hast thou found thy speech ? Ask grace from 
Heayen, but none from me, for England is dis- 
honoured through thy fault ; and wert thou mine 
own and only brother, there is no pardon fbr thy 
£ault.^ 

<^ I speak not to demand grace of mortal tnan,^ 
said the Scot ; *^ it is in your Grace^s pleasure :1x> 
give or refuse me time for Christian shrtft^^if 
man denies it, may God grant me the absolution 
which I would otherwise ask of his Church. But 
whether I die on the instant, or half an hour 
hence, I equally beseech your Grace for one b(Io« 
mentis opportunity to speak that to your royal 
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ffstmmj wUch higUy oonoerns your fiime ai( a 
Christian King.^ 

^^ Say on,"" said the King, making no doubt 
that he was about to h^ur some confession con- 
ceniing ihe loss of the Banner. 

^^ What I have to speak,"^ said Sir Kenneth, 
^^ touches the royalty of England, and must be 
siud to no ears but thine own.^ 

'^ Begone with yourselves, sirs,"" said the King 
to Neville and De Yaux. . | 

The first obeyed, but the latter would not stir 
from the King's presence. 

^^ If you said I was in the rig^t,^^ replied De 
Vaux to his soverdgn, ^' I will be treated as one 
should be who hath been foimd to be right-— diat 
is, I will have my own will. I leave you not with 
this false Scot'' 

'^ How, De Vaux,^ said Richard, angrily, and 
stamping slightly, ^^ darest thou not venture our 
person with one traitor ?"' 

<^ It is in vain you frown and stamp, my lord,'' 
said De V aux ; ^^ I venture not a siek man with a 
sound one, a naked man with one armed in proof.^' 

'' It matters not," said the SoottiiA knight. 
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^ I seek no excuse to pal off time—I will «pcak 
in presence of the Lord of Gilslaiid. He is gsiodi 
lord and trae^'" 

'< But half im hoor race,'' MNulDe Vmix» witk 
a groan, implying a ndxtore of sorow tod reta^ 
tion, ^^ and I had said as much Bm diee !"* 

^f There is iraasm anmfld yoa, King^Etig* 
land,^ continued Sir Kenneth. 

** It maf well be as thou say'st,^ replied Bich- 
ard, ^^ I have a pregnant (example.* 
. <^ TreaMm that will injure thee more deeply 
than the loss of an hundred bumeni in a pitdied 
field. The^*the''— Sir Kometh hesitated, and 
at length esntimiedy in a lower tone, *^ The Lady 
Edith-*—'' 

'< Ha r s«d the King, drawing hhnself sud- 
denly into a state of haughty attention, and fiifi- 
kig his eye firmly on the supposed criminal; 
^. What of herP-t^what of her ?— what has dm to 
do with this matter ?^ 

<' My lord,'' said the Scot, << there k a scheme 
on foot to disgrace your twyal lineage, by bestow. 
ing'thehandof^the^LadyEdidkon the Sanaeeti 
Soldan, and Acareby toyurchase a pidaee most dis- 
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honourable to Chrifltendomj by an allijiiiee most 
dwpiefel to En^nd."" 

This commumeittion had precisely the contrary 
dfe^ Jrom that whioh ^ Kenneth expected. 
Bic^ard'Phptiigeaet was coo of those, who, in 
lago's woids, wodd not serve Grod because it was 
the devil who bade him; advice or. information . 
often affected him less according to its teal imperii 
than through die tinge which it took from the sup- 
posed character and views of thps0 hy whom it was 
ccfmmunicat<ed« Unfiwrtunately, the mention of his 
rdative^s nwie renewed .Us recollection of what 
he had considiared as extreme presumption in the 
Knight of the Leopard, even when he siood l^h 
in the rolls of chivaby, but which, in his pres^U 
coi|diti(«i, seemed ^0 insult suffident to drive the 
fiery monarch into a fiaenqr of passimu 

^^ Silence,'' he said, '^ in&mous soA audacious ! 
By H^Ydn, I will have thy tongue texm out with 
hot pincers,for mentioning thov^ name of andble 
Christiaii damsel ! Know, degenerate tmitor, that 
I was already aware to what hoght thou hadst . 
dar^ to riuse thine eyes, and endured it, though 
it were insolence even when thou hadst cheated us 
11 
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—for thou art aU a deceit— 4iito hoidiiig thee as of 
some name and fiune. But now, with lips bHsterod 
with the confession of thine own dishonour — that 
thou shouldst ncm dare to name our noble kinswo- 
man as one in whose fatethou hast part or interest ! 
What is it to thee if she marry Saracen or Chris- 
tian ? — ^what is it to thee, if in a camp whtiEe 
princes turn cowards hf day, and robbers by mght 
-—where brave knights turn to paltry deserters 
and traitors— what is it, I say, to thee, or any 
one, if I should please to ally myself to truth, 
and to valour, in the person of Saladin P^ 

^^ Little to me, indeed, to whom all the world 
will soon be as notiung,"* answered Sir K^pneth, 
boldly ; ^^ but were I now stretched on the rack, 
I would tell thee, that what I have said is much to 
thine own conscience and thine own fame. I teU 
thee. Sir King, that if thou dost but in thought 
entertain the purpose of wedding thy kinswoman, 
the Lady Edith—'' 

^^ Name her not— and for an instant think not 
of her/* said the King, again straining the curtal- 
a^e in bis gripe, until the muscles started above 
13 
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hifl brawny ann> like cordage formed by the ivy 
around the limb of an oak. 

" Not name — ^not think of her !^' answered Sir 
Kenneth, his sjHrits, stunned as they were by self- 
depression, beginning to recoyer their elasticity 
from this species of controversy,— " Now, by the 
Cross, on which I place my hope, her name shall 
be the last word in my mouth, her image the last 
thought in my mind. Try thy boasted strength 
on this bare brow, and see if thou canst prevent 
my purpose.*" 

" He will drive me mad T— said Richard, who, 
in his despite, was staggered in his purpose by the 
dauntless determination of the criminal. 

Ere Thomas of Gilsland could reply, some 
bustle was heard without, and the arrival of the 
Queen was announced from the outer part of the 
pavilion. 

" Detain her — detain her, Neville," said the 
King ; ^^ this is no sight for women — Fie, that I 
have suffered such a paltry traitor to chafe me 
thus !— Away with him, De Vaux," he whispered, 
** through the back-entrance of our tent — coop him 
up close, and answer for his safe custody with your 

VOL. IV. c 
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life. — And hark ye — ^he is presently to die— -let 
him have a ghostly father— we would not kill soul 
and body. — And stay — ^hark thee— we will not 
have him dishonoured — ^he shall die knight-like, 
in his belt and spurs ; for if his treachery be as 
black as hell, his boldness may match that of the 
devil himself.'^ 

De Vaux, right glad, if the truth may be guess- 
ed, that the scene ended without Richard's de- 
scending to the unkingly act of himself slaying an 
unresisting prisoner, made haste to remove Sir 
Kenneth by a private issue to a separate tent, 
where he was disarmed and put in fetters for se- 
curity. De Vaux looked on with a steady and 
melancholy attention, while the provost's officers, 
to whom Sir Kenneth was now committed, took 
these severe precautions. 

When they were ended, he said solemnly to 
the unhappy criminal — " It is King Richard's 
pleasure that you die undegraded — without muti- 
lation of your body, or shame to your arms — and 
that your head be severed from the trunk by the 
sword of the executioner." 

^^ It is kind,'' said the knight, in a low and 
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rather submissive tone of voice, as one who recei- 
ved an unexpected favour ; " my family will not 
then hear the worst of the tale— Oh, my father — 
my father !^' 

This muttered invocation did not escape the 
blunt but kindly-natured Englishman, and he 
brushed the back of his large hand over his rough 
features, ere he could proceed. 

^* It is Kichard of England'^s farther pleasure,^^ 
he said, at length, " that you have speech with a 
holy man, and I have met on the passage hither 
with a Carmelite friar, who may fit you for your 
passage. He waits without, until you are in a 
habit of mind to receive, him." 

" Let it be instantly," said the knight. " In 
this also Richard is kind. I cannot be more fit to 
see the good father at any time than now ; for life 
and I have taken farewell, as two travellers who 
have arrived at the cross- way, where their roads 
separate." 

" It is well," said De Vaux, slowly and so- 
lemnly ; '^ for it irks me somewhat to say that 
which sums my message. It is King Richard's 
pleasure that you prepare for instant death." 
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" GocTs pleasure and the King's be done," re- 
plied tlie knight, patiently. ^' I neither contest 
the justice of the sentence, nor desire delay of the 
execution.^ 

De Vaux began to leave the tent, but very 
slowly^-paused at the door, and looked back at 
the Scot, from whose aspect thoughts of the 
world seemed banished, as if he was composing 
himself into deep devotion. The feelings of the 
stout English Baron were in general none of the 
most acute, and yet, on the present occasion, his 
sympathy overpowered him in an unusual man- 
ner. He came hastily back to the bundle of reeds 
on which the captive lay, took one of his fettered 
hands, and said, with as much softness as his 
rough voice was capable of expressing, ^^ Sir Ken- 
neth, thou art yet young— thou hast a father. 
My Ralph, whom I left training his little galloway- 
nag on the banks of the Irthing, may one day be 
thy years — and, but for last night, would to God 
I saw his youth bear such promise as thine.— -Can 
nothing be said or done in thy behalf ?"" 

** Nothing,^' was the melancholy answer. " I 
have deserted my charge— the Banner intrusted 
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to me is lost — When the headsman and block are 
prepared, the head and trunk are ready .^^ 

" Nay, then, God have mercy r said De 
Vaux; " yet would I rather than my best horse 
I had taken that watch myself. There is mystery 
in it, young man, as a plain man may descry, 
though he cannot see through it.— Cowardice ? 
pshaw ! No coward ever fought as I have seen 
thee do. — Treachery ! I cannot think traitors die 
in their treaspn so calmly. Thou hast been train- 
ed from thy post by some deep guile — some well- 
devised stratagem — the cry of some distressed 
maiden has caught thine ear, or the laughful look 
of some merry one has taken thine eyes. Never 
blush for it, we have all been led aside by such gear. 
Come, I pray thee, make a clean conscience of it 
to me, instead of the priest — ^Richard is merciful 
when his mood is abated. Hast thou nothing to 
intrust to me ?^^ 

The unfortunate knight turned his face from 

the kind warrior, and answered — " Nothing.*^ 

• And De Yaux, who had exhausted his topics 

of persuasion, arose and left the tent, with folded 

arms, and in melancholy deeper than he thought 
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the occasion merited — even angry with himself, 
to find that so simple a matter as the death of a 
Scottish man could affect him so nearly. 

^' Yet,^ as he said to himself, ^^ though the 
rough-footed knaves be our enemies in Cumber- 
land, in Palestine one almost considers them as 
brethren." 
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CHAPTER III. 



'Tis not her sense— for sure, in that 
There's nothing more than common ; 

And all her wit is only chat, 
Like any other woman. 



The faigh-bom Bereogaria, daughter of San*- 
chez, King of Navarre, and the Queen-Consort 
of the heroic Richard, was accounted one of the 
most beautiful women of the period. Her form 
was slight, though exquisitely moulded. She was 
graced with a complexion not common in her coun- 
try, a profusion of fair hair, and features so ex- 
tremely juvenile, as to make her look several years 
younger than she really was, though in reality she 
was not above one and twenty. Perhaps it was 
under the consciousness of this extremely juvenile 
appearance, that she affected, or at least practised 
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a little childish humoioiisness, and wilfulness of 
manner, not unbefitting, she might suppose, a 
youthful bride, whose rank and age gave her a right 
to have her fantasies indulged and attended to. 
She was by nature perfectly good humoured, and 
if her due share of admiration and homage (in her 
opinion a very large one) was duly resigned to her, 
no one could possess better temper, or a more 
friendly disposition ; but then, like ^11 despots, the 
more power that was voluntarily yielded to her, 
the more she desired to extend her sway. Some- 
times, even when all her ambition was gratified, 
she chose to be a little out of health, and a little 
out of spirits ; and physicians had to toil their 
spirits to invent names for imaginary maladies, 
while her ladies racked their ima^nation for new 
games, new head-gear, and new court-scandal, 
to pass away those unpleasant hours, during which 
their own situation was scarce to be greatly envied. 
Their most frequent resource for diverting this ma- 
lady was some trick, or piece of mischief, practised 
upon each other; and the good Queen, in the buoy- 
ancy of her reviving spirits, was, to speak truth, 
rather too indifferent whether the frolics thus prae- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TALES OF THE CBUSADEBS. 4t 

tised were entirely befitting her own dignity, or 
whether the pain which those suffered upon whom 
they were inflicted, was not beyond the proper- 
tion of pleasure which she herself derived from 
them. She was confident in her husband^s favoiur, 
in her high rank, and in her supposed power 
to make good whatever such pranks might cost 
others. In a word, she gamboled with the firee- 
dom of a young lioness, who is unconscious of the 
weight of the paws laid on those whom she sports 
with. 

The Queen Berengaria loved her husband pas- 
sionately, but she feared the loftiness and rough- 
ness of his character, and as she felt herself not 
to be his match in intellect, was not much pleased 
to see that he would often talk with Edith Plan- 
tagenet in preference to herself, simply because 
fae found more amusement in her conversalSon, a 
more comprehensive understanding, and a more 
noble cast of thoughts and sentiments than his 
beautiful consort exhibited. Berengaria did not 
hate Edith on this account, far less meditate her 
any harm ; for, allowing for some selfishness, her 
character was, on the whole, innocent and ge- 
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nerous. But the ladies of her tram, sharp-sighted 
in such matters, had for some time discovered, 
that a poignant jest at the expense of the Lady 
Edith, was a specific for relieving her Grace of 
England's low spirits, and the discovery saved 
their imagination much toil. 

There was something ungenerous in this, be- 
cause the Lady Edith was understood to be an 
orphan ; and though she was called Plantagenet, 
and the Fair Maid of Anjou, and admitted by 
Richard to certain privileges only granted to the 
royal family, and held her place in the circle ac- 
cordin^y, yet few knew, and none acquainted with 
the Court of England ventured to ask, in what 
exact degree of relationship she stood to Cceur de 
Lion. She had come with Eleanor, the celebrated 
jQueen Mother of England, and join^ Richard at 
Messina, as one of the ladies destined to attend on 
Berengaria, whose nuptials then approached. 
Richard treated his kinswoman with much respect- 
ful observance, and the Queen made her her most 
constant attendant, and, even in despite of the 
petty jealousy which we have observed, treatpd 
her, generally, with suitable respect. 
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The ladies of the household had, for a long 
time, no farther advantage over Edith, than might 
be afforded by an opportunity of censuring a less 
artfully disposed head attire, or an unbecoming 
robe ; for the lady was judged to be inferior 'm 
these mysteries. The silent devotion of the 
Scottish Knight did not, indeed, pass unnoticed ; 
his liveries, his cognizances, his feats of arms, 
his mottoes and devices, were nearly watched, 
and occasionally made the subject of a passing 
jest. But then came the pilgrimage of the 
Queen and her ladies to Engaddi, a journey 
which the Queen had imdertaken under. a vow 
for the recovery of her husband's health, and 
which she had been encouraged to carry into ef- 
fect by the Archbishop of Tyre for a political 
purpose. Jt was then, and in the chapel at that 
holy place, connected from above with a Carme- 
Ute nunnery, from beneath with the cell of the 
anchorite, that one of the Queen''s attendants re- 
marked that secret sign of intelligence which 
Edith had made to her lover, and failed not in- 
stantly to communicate it to her Majesty. The 
Qupen returned from her pilgrimage enriched 
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with this admirable recipe against duhiess or en- 
niiij and her train was at the same time augmented 
by a present of two wretched dwarfs from the de- 
throned Queen of Jerusalem, as deformed and as 
craay, (the excellence of that uiihappy spedes,) as 
any Queen could have desired. One of Beren- 
garia^s idle amusements had been to try the effect 
of the sudden appearance of such ghastly and 
fantastic forms on the nerves of the Enight when 
left alone in the chapel ; but the jest had been 
lost by the composure of the Scot, and the inter- 
ference of the anchorite. She had now tried an- 
other, of which the consequence promised to be 
more serious. 

The ladies again met after Sir Kenneth had re- 
tired from the tent ; and the Queen, at first little 
moyed by Edith^s angry expostulations, only re- 
plied to her by upbraiding her prudery, and by in- 
dulging her wit at the expense of the garb, nation, 
and, above all, the poverty, of the Knight of the 
Leopard, in which she displayed a good deal of 
playfrd malice, mingled with some humour, until 
Edith was compelled to carry her anxiety to her se- 
parate apartment. But when, in the morning, a fe- 
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male^ whom Edith had intrasted to make inquiiy, 
brought word that the Standard was missing, and 
its champion vanished, she burst into the Queen^s 
apartment, and implored her to rise and proceed 
to the King's tent without delay, and use her 
powerful mediation to prevent the evil conse- 
quences of her jest. , 

The Queen, frightened in her turn, cast, as is 
ittual, the blame of her own folly on those around 
her, and endeavoured to comfort Edith's grief, 
and appease her displeasure, by a thousand in- 
consistent arguments. She was sure no harm had 
chanced — ^the knight was sleeping, she fancied, 
afler his night-watch. What though, for fear of 
the King's displeasure, he had deserted with the 
standard — it was but a piece of silk, and he but a 
needy adventurer— or if he was put under ward- 
ing for a time, she would soon get the King to 
pardon him — ^it was but waiting to let Richard's 
mood pass away. 

Thus she continued talking thick and fast, and 
heaping together all sort of inconsistencies, with 
the vain view of persuading both Edith and her- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

self that no harm could come of a frolic, which in 
her heart she now bitterly repented. But while 
Edith in vain strove to intercept this torrent of 
idle talk, she caught the eye of one of the ladies 
who entered the Queen'^s apartment. There was 
death in her look of affiright and horror, and 
Edith, at the first glance of her countenance, had 
sunk at once on the earth, had not strong neces- 
sity, and her own elevation of character, enal^d 
her to maintain at least external composure. 

^^ Madam,^ she said to the Queen, ^^ lose not 
another word in speaking, but save life— if, in- 
deed,'^ she added, her voice choking as she said 
it, " life may yet be saved.*" 

" It may — it may,'' answered the Lady Calis- 
ta. ^' I have just heard that he has been brought 
before the King — ^it is ilot yet over — ^but,'' she 
added, bursting into a vehement flood of weeping, 
in which personal apprehensions had some share 
— " it will soon— unless some course be taken." 

" I will vow a golden candlestick to the Holy 
Sepulchre — a shrine of silver to our Lady of En- 
gaddi — a paU, worth one hundred bezants, to 
10 
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Saint Thomas of Orthez,^ said the Queen, in ex- 
tremity. 

" Up, up, madam,'' said Edith, " caU on the 
saints if you list, but be your own best saint.'^ 

'^ Indeed, madam," said the terrified attend- 
ant, ^^ the Lady Edith speaks truth. Up, ma- 
dam, and let us to King Richard's tent, and bc^ 
the poor gentleman's life." 

" I will go — I will go instantly,^' said the 
Queen, rising and trembling excessively ; while 
her women, in as great confusion as herself, wete 
unable to render her those duties which were in- 
dispensable to her levee. Calm, composed, only 
pale as death, Edith ndnistered to the Queen 
with her own hand, and alone supplied the defi- 
ciencies of her numerous attendants. 

" How you wait, wenches," said the Queen, 
not able even then to forget frivolous distinctions. 
** Sufler ye the Lady Edith to do the duties of 
your attendance P— >See'st thou, Edith, they can 
do nothing — I shall never be attired in time. We 
vrill send for the Archbishop of Tyre, and employ 
liim as a mediator." 

" O no, no !" exclaimed Edith — " Go yourself. 
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madam — ^you have done the evil, confer the re* 
medy.*" 

" I will go — I will go," said the Queen ; " but 
if Richard be in his mood^ I dare not speak to 
him — ^he will kill me.'^ 

^^ Yet go, gracious Afadam," said the Lady 
Calista, who best knew her mistress's temper; 
** not a lion, in his fury, could look upon such a 
face and form, and retain so much as an angry 
thought — ^far less a love-true knight like the royal 
Richard, to whom your slightest word would be a 
command." 

^^ Dost thou think so, Calista ?" said the Queen. 
" Ah, thou little knowest-— yet I will go— But 
see you here — ^what means this ? You have be- 
dizened me in green, a colour he detests. Lo you ! 
let me have a blue robe, and — search for the ruby 
carcanet, which was part of the King of Cyprus's 
ransom — ^it is either in the steel-casket, or some- 
where else." 

^' This, and a man^s life at stake !" said Edith, 
indignantly; ^^ it passes human patience. Remain 
at your ease, madam — I will go to King Richard 

8 
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*— I am a party interested — I will know if the 
honour of a poor maiden of his blood is to be so 
far tampered with, that her name shall be abased 
to train a brave gentleman from his duty, bring 
him within the compass of death and infamy, 
and make, at the same time, the glory of Eng- 
land a laughing-stock to the whole Christian 
army.^ 

At this unexpected burst of passion, Berenga- 
ria listened with an almost stupified look of fear 
and wonder. But as Edith was about to leave the 
tent, she exclaimed, though fidndy, ^* Stop her— 
stop her* 

** You must, indeed, stop, noble Lady Edith,^ 
said Calista, taking her arm gently ; *^ and you, 
royal madam, I am siure, will go, and without fiir- 
ther dallymg. If the Lady Edith goes alone to the 
King, he will be dreadfully incased, nor will it 
be one life that will stay his Airy.'*^ 

" I will go— I will go^'* said the Queen, yield- 
ing to necessity ; and Edith reluctantly halted to 
wait her movements^ 

They were now as speedy as she could have 
desired. The Queen hastily wrapped herself in a 

VOL. IV. D 
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hige loose mantle, wliich covered all inaccuracies 
of the toilette, and, attended by Edith and her 
women, and preceded and followed by a few offi- 
ceoB, and men-at-arms, she hastened to the tent of 
her Kon*like husband. 
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CHAPTER IV; 

Were every hair upon hb.bead a life^ 
And every life were to be supplicated 
By numben equal to those hairs quadrapfed, 
Life after life should out like waning stars 
Before «he day-break— or as festive lamps, 
Whieh have lent lustre to the midnight revel, 
Are quenched when guests depart ! 

Old Fby, 

The entrance of Queen Berengaria into the 
interior of Ricfaard^s pavilion was withstood — ^in 
the most respectful and reverential manner indeed 
— ^but still withstood, by the chamberlains who 
watched in the outer tent. She could hear the 
stem command of the King from within, prohibit- 
ing their aitrance. 

^^ You see,^ said the Queen, appealing to Edith, 
as if she had exhausted all means of intercession 
in her power — " I knew it— the King will not 
receive us." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sft TALES OF THB CRUSADKRS. 

At the same time, they heard Richaid speak 
to some one within, — ^^ Gro, speed thine office 
quickly, sirrah — for in that consists thy mercy — 
ten bezants if thou deaTst on him at one blow. — 
And hark thee, villain, observe if his cheek loses 
colour, or his eye Mters— mark me the smallest 
twitch of the features, or wink of the eye-lid — I 
*love to know how brave souls meet death,"^ 

** If he sees my blade waved aloft without 
shrinking, he is the first ever did so,"" answered a 
harsh deep voice, which a sense of unusual awe 
had softened into a sound much lower than its 
usual coarse tones. 

Edith could remain silent no longer. ^' If your 
Grace,^ she sidd to the Queen, ^^ make not your 
own way, I make it for you ; or if not for your 
Majesty, for myself, at least. — Chamberlains, the 
Queen demands to see King Richard*-the wife 
to speak with her husband.^ 

^^ Noble lady,^ said the officer, lowering his 
wand of office, ^^ it grieves me to gainsay you ; 
but his Majesty is busied on matters of life and 
death."" 

'^ And we seek also to speak with him on mat- 
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ters of life and death,'' said Edith << I will make 

entrance for your Grace.'' — ^And putting aside the 
chamberlain with one hand, she laid hold on die 
curtain with the other. 

** I dare not gainsay her Majesty's pleasure," 
said the chamberlain, yielding to the yehemence 
of the &ir petitioner ; and as he gave way, the 
Queen found herself obliged to enter the apart- 
ment of Richard. 

The Monarch was lying on bis couch, and at 
some distance, as awaiting his fiirther commands, 
stood a man whose profession it was not difficult to 
conjecture. He was clothed in a jerkin of red cloth, 
which reached scantly below the shoulders, leaving 
the arms bare from about halfway above the el- 
bow, and, as an upper garment, he wore, when 
about as at present to betake himself to his 
dreadful office, a coat or tabard without sleeves, 
something like that of a herald, made of dressed 
bulTs hide, and stained in the front with many 
a broad spot and speckle of dull crimson. The 
jerkin, and the tabard over it, reached the knee, 
and the nether stocks, or covering of the legs, 
were of the same leather which composed the 
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Ubard. A cap of rough shag served to hide the 
upper part of a visage, which, like that of a 
screech-owl, 'seemed desirous to conceal itself 
from light-— the lower part of the face being 
obscured by a huge red beard, mingling with 
shaggy hair of the same colour. What features 
were seen were stem and misanthropical. The 
man'^s figure was short, strongly made, with a 
neck like a bull, very broad shoulders, arms 
of a great and disproporlioned length, a huge 
square trunk, and thick bandy 1^. This 
truculent official leant on a sword, the blade of 
which was nearly four feet and a half in length, 
while the handle of twenty inches, surround- 
ed by a ring of lead plummets to counterpoise 
the weight of such a blade, rose considerably 
above the man^s head, as he rested his arm upon 
its hilt, waiting for King Richard'^s farther direc- 
tions. 

On the sudden entrance of the ladies, Richard, 
who was then lying on his couch, with his face 
towards the entrance, and resting on his elbow as 
he spoke to his griesly attendant, flung himself 
hastily, as if displeased and surprised, to the other 
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side, turning his back to the Queen and the 
females t)f her train, and drawing around him the 
ooverii^ of his couch, which, by his own^oioe, 
or more probably the flattering selection of his 
chamberlains, consisted of two large lions* skins, 
dressed in Venice with such admirable skill that 
they seemed softer than the hide of the deex. 

Berengaria, such as we have described her, 
knew well — what woman knows not— her own 
road to victory. After a hurried glance of undis- 
guised and unaffected terror at the ghastly com- 
panion of her husband's secret counsels, she 
rushed at once to the side of Bicbard's couch, 
dropped on her knees, flung her mantle j&om lier 
shoulders, showing, as they hung down at their 
fiill length, her beautiful golden tresses, and 
while her countenance seemed like a sun burst- 
ing through a cloud, yet bearing on its pallid fibnt 
traces that its splendours have been obscured, 
she seized upon the right hand of the King, 
which, as he assumed his wonted posture, had 
been employed in draggmg the coyering of his 
couch, and gradually pulling it to her with a 
fwce which was resisted, though but faintly, she 
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possessed hendf of that aAn, the prop of Chris- 
tendom, and the dread of Heathenesse, and im- 
prisonkig its strength in both her little £ury 
hands, she bent upon it her brow, and united to 
it her lips. 

'< What needs this, Berengaria ?^ said Richard, 
his head still averted, but his band remabing 
under her control. 

^^ Send away that maiw-his look kills me,"^ 
muttered Berengaria. 

^ Begone, sirrah,^ sud Richard, still without 
looking round -«-^^ What wait'st thou for? art 
thou fit to look on these ladies P"^ 

^< Your Highnesses pleasure touching the head,^ 
said the man. 

'^ Out with thee, dog !^ answered Richard—- ^< a 
Christian burial !^ 

The man disappeared, aflter casting a bok upon 
the beautiful Queen, in her deranged dress and 
natural loveliness, with a smile of admiration more 
hideous in its expression, than even his usual 
scowl of cynical hatred against humanity. 

*^ And now, foolish wench, what wishest thou ?^ 
said Richard, turning slowly and half roluctantly 
round to his royal suppliant. 
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But it was not in nature for any one, &x less 
na admirer of beauty like Richard, to whom 
it stood only in the second rank to ^ry, to 
look without emotion on the countenance and the 
tremor of a creature so beautiful as Berengaiia, 
or to feel, without sympathy, that her lips, her 
brow, were on his hand, and that it was wetted 
by her tears. By degrees,' he turned on her his 
manly countenance, with the softest expression of 
which his large full blue eye, which so often 
Reamed with insufferable light, was capable. 
Caresnng her fair head, and mingling his large 
fingers in her beautiful and dishevelled locks, he 
raised and tenderly kissed the cherub countenance 
which s^med desirous to hide itself in his hand. 
The robust form, the broad, noble brow, and ma- 
jestic looks, the naked arm and shoulder, the 
lions^ skins among which he lay, and the fair fra- 
gile feminine creature that kneeled by his side, 
might have served for a model of Hercules recon- 
ciling himself, after a quarrel, to his wife Dejan- 
ira. 

^^ And, once more, what seeks the lady of my 
heart in her knight^s pavilion, at this, early and 
unwonted hour ?'^ 
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'^ Pardon^ my most gracious liege, pardon,'' 
said the Queen, whose fears began again to unfit 
her for the duty of intercessor. 

'< Pardon ! for what ?"" said the King. 

'' First, for entering your royal pesenoe too 
boldly and uiiadviscdly— -»^ 

She stopped. 

<' Thou too boldly I—the sun might as well ask 
pardon, because his rays entered the windows of 
some wretch's dungeon. But I was busied with 
work unfit for thee to witness, my gentle one, 
and I was unwilling, besides, that thou should'st 
risk thy precious health where dckness was so 
lately rife.'' 

'^ But thou art now well," said the Queen, still 
delaymg the communication which she feared to 
make. 

*' Well enough to break a lance on the bold 
crest .of that champion, who shall refuse to ac- 
knowledge thee the fairest in Christendom.'* 

^^ Thou wilt not then refose me one bocm— *only 
one— only a poor life ?" 

" Ha ! — ^proceed," said King Richard, bend- 
ing his brows. 
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^' This unhappy Scottish knight—-'" said the 
Queen. 

^* Speak not of him, madam,'^' said Richard, 
sternly ; " he dies — ^his doom is fixed."" 

*^ Nay, my royal liege, and love, His but a silk- 
en banner neglected — ^Berengaria will giro thee 
another broidered with her own hand, and rich as 
ever dallied with the wind. Every pearl I have 
shall go to bedeck it, and with every pearl I will 
drop a tear of thankfulness to my generous 
knight'' 

** Thou know'st not what thou say'st," said the 
King, interrupting her in anger^— " Pearls ! can 
all the pearls of the East atone for a speck upon 
England'*s honour — all the tears that ever wo- 
man's eye wept wash away a stain on Richard's 
fame? — Go to, madam, know your place, and 
your time, and your sphere. At present we have 
duties in which you cannot be our partner.'^ 

" Thou hear'st, Edith," whispered the Queen, 
^^ we shall but incense him.*" 

" Be it so,'' said Edith, stepping forward. — 
" My lord — I, your poor kinswoman, crave you 
for justice rather than mercy ; and, to the cry of 
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justice, the ears of a monarch should be open at 
every time, place, and drcumstance.^^ 

*^ Ha ! our cousin Edith 'f" said Richard, rising 
and sitting upright on the side of his couch, co- 
vered with his long camesda — ^^ She speaks ever 
kinglike, and kinglike will I answer her, so she 
bring no request unworthy herself or me.*^ 

The beauty of Edith was of a more intellectual 
and less voluptuous cast than that of the Queen ; 
but impatience and anxiety had given her coun- 
tenance a glow, which it sometimes wanted, and 
her mien had a character of enei^tic dignity, 
that imposed silence for a moment even on Rich- 
ard himself, who, to judge by his looks, would 
willingly have interrupted her. 

^' My lord," she said, " this good knight, 
whose blood you are about to spill, hath done, in 
his time, service to Christendom. He hath fallen 
from his duty, through a snare set for him in 
mere fblly and idleness of spirit A message sent 
to him in the name of one who— why should I not 
speak it ?— -it was in my own — ^induced him for an 
instant to leave his post — And what knight in the 
Christian camp might not have thus far transgress- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TALES OF THK CRUSADERS. 61 

ed at command of a maiden, who, poor howsoever 
in other qualities, hath yet the blood of Flantage- 
net in her veins ?^ 

" And you saw him, then, cousin P'' replied the 
King, bitmg hb lips to keep down his passion. 

<< I did, my liege,"" said Edith. '' It is no lune 
to explain wherefore — I am here neither to excul- 
pate myself nor to blame others."" 

^' And where did you do him such a grace ?"" 
^' In the tent of her Majesty the Queen."" 
" Of our royal consort !"" said Richard. " Now, 
by Heaven, by Saint George of England, and 
every other saint that treads its crystal floor, this 
is too audacious ! I have noticed and overlooked 
this warrior"s insolent admiration of one so far 
above him, and I grudged him not that one of my 
blood should shed from her high-bom sphere such 
influence as the sun bestows on the world beneath 
-*-But, Heaven aud earth ! that you should have 
admitted him to an audience by night, in the very 
tent of our royal consort ! — and dare to ofiPer this 
as an excuse for his disobedience and desertion ! 
By my father"s soul I Edith, thou shalt rue this 
thy lifelong in a monastery !"" 
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" My liege,'' said Edith, " your greatness li- 
censes tyranny. My hononr. Lord King, is as 
little touched as yours, and my Lady the Queen 
can prove it if she think fit.— -But I have already 
said, I am not here to excuse myself or inculpate 
others— I ask you but to extend to one, whose 
&ult was committed under strong temptation, that 
mercy, which even you yourself. Lord Sing, must 
one day supplicate at a higher tribunal, and for 
&ults, perhaps, less venial.'' 

<< Can this be Edith Phmtagenet ?" said the 
King, bitterly. — " Edith Flantagenet, the wise 
and the noble ! — Or is it some love-sick woman, 
who cares not for her own fame in comparison of 
the life of her paramour. Now, 1^ King Henry's 
soul ! little hinders but I order thy minion's skull 
to be brought from the gibbet, and fixed as a per- 
petual ornament by the crucifix in thy cell !" 

'^ And if thou dost send it firom the gibbet to 
be placed for ever in my sight," said Edith, '^ I 
will say it is a relic of a good knight, cruelly and 
unworthily done to death by — (she checked her- 
self)— *by one of whom I shall only say, he diould 
have known better how to reward chivalry.— Mi- 
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nion calVst thou him ?^ she conliinied, with in- 
csreasing Tehemence, — " He was indeed my lorer, 
and a most true one — ^but never sought he grace 
firom me by look or word— a»tented with such 
bumble observance as men pay to the saints — And 
the good— ihe valiant— the faithful^ must die for 
thisT 

^' O, peace, peace, for pity^s sake,'" whispered 
the Queen, ^^ you do but offend him more."^ 

^' I care not,^ said Edith ; ^^ the spotless vir- 
gin feara not the raging lion. Let him work his 
will on this worthy knight. Edith, for whom he 
dies, will know how to weep his memory — to me 
no one shall speak more of politic alliances, to be 
sanctioned with this poor hand. I could not — I 
would not-*have been his bride living— our degrees 
were too distant. But death unites the high and 
the low—- I am henceforward the spouse of the 
dead.'* 

The King was about to answer with much an- 
ger, when a Carmelite monk entered the apart- 
ment hastily; his head said person muffled in the 
long mantle and hood of striped doth of the 
coarsest texture, which distinguished his order, 

15 
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and, flinging himself on his knees before the King^ 
conjured him, by erery holy wofd and sign, to 
stop the execution. 

*^ Now, by both sword and sceptre T said 
Richard, ^* the world are leagued to drive mc 
mad!-— fools, women, and monks, cross me at 
every step. How comes he to live still P'" 

^^ My gracious liege,"^ said the monk, ** I en- 
treated of the Lord of Gilsland to stay the exe- 
cution until I had thrown myself at your royal — ^^ 

^^ And he was wilfiil enough to grant thy re- 
quest,^ said the King ; ^^but it is of a piece with 
his wonted obstinacy — And what is it thou hast 
to say ? Speak, in the fiend'^s name !"* 

** My lord, there is a weighty secret— but it 
rests under the seal of confession — I dare not tell 
or even whisper it — but I swear to thee by my 
holy order — ^by the habit which I wear— by the 
blessed Elias, our founder, even him who was 
translated without suffering the ordinary pangs of 
mortality — that this youth hath divulged to me a 
secret, which, if I might confide it to thee, would 
utterly turn thee from thy bloody purpose in re- 
gard to him.*" 

11 
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" Good father," said Richard, " that I rev©- 
rence the church, witness the arms Which I now 
wear for her sake. Give me to ktaow this ficeret, 
and I will do what shall seem fitting in the mat- 
ter. But I am no blind Bayard, to take a leap in 
the dark under the stroke of a pair of priestly 
spurs.** 

<< My lord,** siud the holy man, throwing back 
his cowl and upper vesture, and discovering under 
the latter a garment of goatskin, and from be- 
neath the former a visage so wildly wasted by cH- 
mate, fast, and penance, as to resemble rather the 
apparition of an animated skeleton than a human 
fece, " for twenty years have I macerated this mi- 
serable body in the caverns of Engaddi, doing pe- 
nance for a great crime. Think you I, who am 
dead to the world, would contrive a falsehood to 
endanger jny own soul, or that one, boimd by the 
most sacred oaths to the contrary— one such as I, 
who have but one longing wish connected with 
earth, to wit, the rebuilding of our Christian Zion, 
—would betray the secrets of the confessional ? 
Both are alike abhorrent to my very soul.** 

VOL. IV. £ 
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" So,"* answered the King, " thou art that her- 
mit of whom men speak so much ? Thou art, I 
confess, like enough to those spirits which walk 
in dry places, but Richard fears no hobgoblins— 
and thou art he, too, as I bethink m^e, to whom 
the Christian princes sent this very criminal to 
open a communication with the Soldan, even while 
I, who ought to have been first consulted, lay on 
my sick-bed. Thou and they may content them- 
selves-*! will not put my neck into the loop of a 
Cannelite^s girdle— And, for your envoy, he shall 
die, the rather and the sooner that thou dost en- 
treat for him.'* 

<< Now God be gracious to thee. Lord King P 
said the hermit, with much emotion ; ^< thou art 
setting that mischief on foot which tiiou wilt here- 
after wish thou hadst stopt, though It had cost 
thee a limb. Rash, blinded man, yet forbear !^ 

** Away, away !'' said the King, stamping ; 
^* the sun has risen on the dishonour of England, 
and it is not yet avenged.— Ladies and priest, 
wididraw, if ye would not hear orders which 
would displease you ; for, by Saint George, I 
swear "^ 
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*^ Swear not !^ sud the voice of one who had 
just then entered the pavilion. 

** Ha! my learned Hakim,^ said the King; 
'' eome, I hope, to tax our generosity.'' 

<* I come to request instant speech with you— 
instant — ^and touching matters of deep interest'* 

^^ First look on my wife, Hakim, and let her 
know in you the preserver of her husband.'' 

*^ It is not for me," said the physician, folding 
his arms with an ur of oriental modesty and re- 
v»ence, and bending his eyes on the ground, — 
^* It is not for me to look upon beauty unveiled, 
and arioed in its splendours." 

^^ Retire, then, Berengaria,'' said the Monarch ; 
*^ and, Edith, do you retire also ;— nay, renew not 
your importunities ! This I give to them, that the 
execution shall not be till high noon.— Go and be 
pacified— dearest Berengaria, begone. — Edith," 
he added, with a glance which struck terror even 
into the courageous soul of his kinswoman, ^' go 
if you are wise." 

The females withdrew, or rather hurried from 
tl^ tent, rank and cece;mony forgotten, much lik# 
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a flock of wild-fowl huddled together, agunst 
whom th\B falcon has made a lecent stoop. 

The]^ retumed firom thence to the Queen^s pa- 
vilion, to indulge in regrets and recriminations, 
equally unavailing. Edith was the <nily one who 
seemed to disdain these ordinary channels of sor- 
row. Without a sigh, without a tear, without a 
word of upbraij^g, she attended upon the Queen, 
whose weak temperament showed her sorrow in 
violent hysterical ecstasies, and passionate hypo- 
chondriac efiusions, in the course of which Edith 
sedulously, and even affectionately, attended her. 

^^ It is impossible she can have loved this 
knight,^^ said Florise to Calista, her senior in at- 
tendance upon the Queens's person. ** We have 
been mistaken ; she is but sorry for his fiite, as for 
a stranger who has come to trouble on her ac- 
count.'" 

*^ Hush, hush,^answared her more experienced, 
and more observant comrade ; ^^ she is of that 
proud house of Plantagenet, who never own that 
a hurt grieves them. While they have them- 
selves been bleeding to death, under a mortal 
wound, they have been known to bind up the 
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scratches sustained by their more faint-hearted 
comrades.— Florise, we have done firightfidly 
wrong ; and, for mine own part, I would buy with 
every jewel I have, that our fatal jest had remi^n- 
ed unacted.^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 TAtfiS OF THE CRUSADERS. 



CHAPTER V, 



This work detiref a planetary intelligence. 
Of Jupiter and Sol ; and those great spirits 
Are proud, fantasticaL It asks great charges 
To entice them from the guiding of their spheres, 
To wnt on mortals. 

Albuhazar. 



The hermit fottowed the ladies from tibe pa- 
yilion of Richard, as shadow follows a beam of 
sunshine when the clouds are driving over the 
face of the sun. But he turned on the threshold, 
and held up his hand towards the King in a warn- 
ing, or almost a menacing posture, as he said,— • 
" Woe to him who rgects the counsel of the 
Church, and betaketh himself to the foul divan 
of the infidel ! King Richard, I do not yet shake 
the dust from my feet and depart from thy en- 
campment—the sword falls not — ^but it hangs but 
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by a hair.— Haughty monarch, we shall meet 
agam.^ 

^^ Be it so, proud priest,^ returned Richard, 
^^ prouder in thy goatskins than princes in purple 
and fine linen.^ 

The hermit vanished from the tent, and the 
King continued, addressing the Arabian,— ^< Do 
the dervises of the East, vise Hakim^ use such 
familiarity with theur princes ?^ 

" The dervise,'' replied Adonbec, ^* should be 
either a sage or a madman ; there is no mean for 
him who wears the khirkhah,* who watches by 
night, and fasts by day. Hence, hath he either 
wisdom enough to bear himself discreedy in the 
presence of princes, or else, having no reason be- 
stowed on him, he is not responsible for his own 
actions.^ 

^' Methinks our monks have adopted chiefly 
the latter character,^ said Richard—*^ But to the 
matter.— In what can I pleasure you, my learned 
physidan ?''^ 



^ Literally tlie tom robe. The habit of the dervises is so 
called. 
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^^ Great Eing,"" said £1 HakiiD, makiiig his 
profound Oriental obeisance, ^^ let your servant 
speak one word, and yet live. I wduld remind 
thee that thou owest— not to me thdr humble in- 
strument—but to the Intelligences, whose benefits 
I dispense to mortals, a lif e ^ 

^' And I warrant me thou would'st have an- 
other in requital, ha ?^ interrupted the King. 

*^ Such is my humble prayer,^ said the Hakim, 
*^ to the great Melee Sic— even the life of this 
good knight, who is doomed to die, and but for 
such fiiult as was committed by the Sultan Adam, 
sumamed Aboulbeschar, or the father of all men.^ 

<^ And thy wisdom might remind thee. Hakim, 
that Adam died for it,^^ said the King, somewhat 
sternly, and then began to pace the narrow space 
of his tent, with some emotion, and to talk to him- 
self. '^ Why, Grod-a-mercy— *I knew what he 
desired as soon as ever he entered the pavilion !— 
Here i» one poor life justly condemned to extinc- 
tion, and I, a king and a soldier, who have slain 
thousands by my command, and scores with my 
own hand, am to have no power on it, although 
the honour of my arms, of my house, of my very 
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Queen, hath been attainted by the culprit — By 
Saint George, it makes me laugh! — By St Louis, 
it reminds me of Blondel^s tale of an enchanted 
castle, where the destined knight was withstood 
successively in his purpose of entrance by forms 
and figures the most dissimilar, but all hostile to 
his undertaking. No sooner one sunk than an* 
other appeared!— -Wife— Kinswoman— Hermit— 
Hakim-— each appears in the lists as soon as the 
other is defeated !— *Why, this is a single knight 
fighting against the whole mel^e of the tourna- 
ment — ^ha! ha! ha!^ — ^And Bichard laughed 
aloud ; for he had, in fact, begun to change his 
mood, his resentment being usually too violent to 
be of long endurance. 

The physician meanwhile looked on him with 
a countenance of surprise, not unmingled with 
contempt; for the eastern people make no allow- 
ance for these mercurial changes in the temper, and 
consider open laughter, upon almost any account, 
as derogatory to the dignity of man, and becoming 
only to women and children. At length the sage 
addressed the King, when he saw him more com- 
posed. 
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^* A doom of death should not issue from 
laughing lips.— -Let thy senrant hope that thou 
hast granted him this man'*s life.^^ 

^* Take the freedom of a thousand captives in- 
stead,^ said Richard; *^ restore so many of thy 
countrymen to their tents and families, and I will 
give the warrant instantly. This man^s life can 
avail thee nothing, and it is forfdted.^ 

<< All our lives are fotfdtcd,^ said the Hakim, 
putting his hand to his^ cap. " But the great 
Creditor is merdfiil, and exacts not the pledge 
rigorously or untimely.^ 

^^ Thou canst show me,^ said Richard, *^ no 
special interest thou hast to become intercessor 
betwixt me and the execution of justice, to which 
I am sworn as a crowned Eing.^ 

*' Thou art sworn to the dealing forth mercy 
as well as justice,^ said El Hakim ; ^' but what 
thou seekest, great King, is the execution of thine 
own wilL And for the concern I have in this 
request, know that many a man'^s life depends 
upon thy granting this boon.^ 

" Explain thy words,^ said Richard; " but 
think not to impose upon me by false pretexts."^ 
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'^ Be it far from thy servant !^ said Adonbee. 
^* Know, then, that the medicine to which thou, 
Sir King, and many one beside, owe their reco- 
very, is a talisman, composed under certain as- 
pects of the heavens, when the Divine Intelligen- 
ces are most propitious. I am but the poor ad- 
ministrator of its virtues. I dip it in a cup of 
water, observe the fitting hour to administer it to 
the patient, and the potency of the draught works 
the cure.*" ^ 

" A most rare medidne,^ said the King, ** and 
a commodious ! and, as it may be carried in the 
leeches purse, would save the whole caravan of ca- 
mels which they require to convey drugs and phy- 
sic-stuff—I marvel there is any other in use." 

*^ It is written," answered the Hakim, with im- 
perturbable gravity, " abuse not the steed which 
hath borne thee from the battle. Know, that such 
talismans might indeed be framed, but rare has 
been the number of adepts who have dared to un- 
dertake the application of their virtue. Severe 
restrictions, piunfril observances, fasts, and pen- 
ance, are necessary on the part of the sage who 
uses this mode of cure ; and if, through neglect 
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of these preparations, by his love of ease, or his 
indulgence of sensual appetite, he omits to cure 
at least twelve persons within the course of eadi 
moon, the virtue of the divine gift departs from 
the amulet, and both the last patient and the phy- 
sician will be exposed to speedy misfortune, nei- 
ther will they survive the year. I require yet one 
life to make up the appointed number.^ 

^^ Go out into the camp, good Hakim, where 
thou wilt find a-many/^ said the King, ^' and do 
not seek to rob my headsman of his patients; it 
is unbecoming a medidner of thine eminence to 
interfere with the practice of anotiier.-— Besides, 
I cannot see how delivering a criminal from the 
death he deserves, should go to make up thy tale 
of miraculous curcs.^ 

'< When thou canst show wBy a draught of 
cold water should have cured thee, wh^i the 
most precious drugs failed^^ said the Hakim^ 
^^ thou may'st reason on the other mysteries at- 
tendant on this matter. For myself, I am inef- 
ficient to the great work, having this morning 
touched an unclean animal. Ask, therefore, no 
farther questions ; it is enough, that by sparing 
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this man^s life at my request, you will deliyer 
yourself, great King, and thy servanti from a great 
danger.^ 

" Hark thee, Adonbec,'' replied the King, ** I 
have no otgectioB that leeches should wrap their 
words in mist, and pretend to derive knowledge 
from the stars ; but when you bid Richard Flan- 
tagenet fear that a danger will fall upon him fiom 
some idle omen, or omitted ceremonial, you speak 
to no ignorant Saxon, or doting old woma^, who 
foregoes. her purpose because a hare crosses the 
path, a raven croaks, or a cat sneezes.^ 

** I cannot hinder your doubt of my words,** 
said Adonbec ; ^^ but yet, let my Lord the King 
grant that truth is on the tongue of his servant,—^ 
will he think it just to deprive the world, and 
every wretch who may suffer by the pains which 
so lately reduced him to that couch, of the bene- 
fit of this most virtuous talisman, rather than 
extend his forgiveness to one poor criminal ? Be- 
think you, Lord King, that though thou canst 
slay thousands, thou canst not restore one man 
to health; Kings have the power of Satan to 
torment, sages that of Allidi to heal-— beware how 
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thou hinderest the good to humanity, which thou 
canst not thyself renda. Thou const cut off the 
head, but not cure the aching tooth.^ 

<^ This is over insolent,^ said the King, hard- 
ening himself, as the Hakim assumed a more 
lofty, and ahnost a commanding tone. ^' We 
took thee for our leech, not for our counsellor, or 
consdenoe-keeper.^ 

^' And is it thus the most renowned Prince of 
F^angistan repays benefit done to his royal per* 
son ?^ said El Hakim, exchanging the humble 
and stooping posture, in which he had hitherto 
solicited the Eii^, for an attitude lofty and com- 
manding. ^^ Know, then,^^ he said, ^^ that through 
every court of Europe and Asia — to Moslem and 
Nazarene-^to knight and lady — ^wherever harp is 
heard and sword worn — wherever honour is loved 
and in&my detested — ^to every quarter of the 
world will I denounce thee. Melee Ric, as thank- 
less and ungenerous ; and even the lands — ^if there 
be any such — ^that never heard of thy renown, shall 
yet be acquainted with thy shame !"" 

^' Are these terms to me, vile infidel !^ said 
Richard, striding up to him in fury. — ^^ Art weary 
of thy life?'' 
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« Strike r said EI Hakim ; " thine own deed 
shall then paint thee more worthless than could 
my words, though each had an homef s sting.^ 

Richard turned fiercely from him, folded his 
arms, traversed the tent as before, and then ex- 
claimed, *^ Thankless and ungenerous ? — ^as well 
be termed coward and infiflel ! — Hakim, thou hast 
chosen thy boon ; and though I had rather thou 
hadst asked my crown-jewels, yet I may not king« 
like refuse thee. Take this Scot, therefore, to thy 
keeping — ^the provost will deliver him to thee on 
this warrant"^ 

He hastily traced one or two lines, and gave 
them to the physidan. ^^ Use him as thy bond* 
slave, to be disposed of as thou wilt— only, let him 
beware how he comes before the eyes jof Richard 
Hark thee— thou art wise— he hath been over bold 
among those in whose fair looks and weak judg« 
ments we trust our honour, as you of the East 
lodge your treasures in caskets of silver wire, as 
fine and as frail as the web of a gossamer.^ 

<^ Thy servant understands the word of the 
King,^ said the sage, at onoe resuming the reve- 
rent style of address in which he had commenced. 

14 
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<^ When the rich carpet is soiled, the fool point- 
eth to the stain— the wise man corers it with his 
mantle. I have heard my lord^s pleasure, and to 
hear is to obey.^' 

<^ It is well,^ said the King ; *^ let him consult 
his own safety, and never appear in my presence 
more. — Is there aught else in which I may do thee 
pleasure ?^ 

<^ The bounly of the King hath filled my cup 
to the brim,^ said the sage ; *^ yea, it hath been 
abundant as the fountain which sprung up amid 
the camp of die descendants of Israel, when the 
rock was stricken by the rod of Moussa Ben Am- 
ran." 

<< Ay, but,^ said the King, smiling, *< it requi- 
red, as in the desert, a hard blow on the rock, ere 
it yielded its treasures. I would that I knew some- 
thing to pleasure thee, which I might yield as 
freely as the natural fountain sends forth its wa- 
ters." 

^^ Let me touch that victorious hand,^ said the 
sage, '' in tc^en, that if Adonbec El Hakim 
should hereafter demand a boon of Richard of 
England, he may do so, yet plead his command.^ 

13 
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** Thou hast hand and glove upon it| man/^ 
replied Richard ; ^^ only, if thou couldst consist- 
ently make up thy tale of patients without craving 
me to deliver from deserved punishment those in . 
my d^mger, I would more wilfingly discharge my 
debt in some other form.^ 

^^ May your days be multiplied— ^^ answered the 
Hakim, and withdrew firom the apartment after 
the usual deep obeisance. 

King Richard gased after him as he departed, 
like one bpit halfsatisfied with what had passed; 

'* Strange pertinacity,^^ he said, *^ in this Ha- 
kini, and a wonderful chance to intei^re between 
that audacious Scot and the chastisement he has 
merited so richly. Yet let him live ! there is one 
brave man the more in the world. — And now for 
the Austrian.^^Ho, is the*Baron of Gilsland there 
without ?^ 

Sir Thomas de Vaux thus summoned^ his bulky 
form speedily darikened the opening of the pavi- 
lion, while behind him glided as a spectre, unan- 
nounced, yet unopposed, the savage form of the 
hermit of Engaddi, wrapped in his goatskin 
mantle. 

VOL. IV. F 
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Biehard, without noticiiig hU pieieiiee, cdled 
in « loud tone to the Baron, <* Sir Thomas de 
Vaux, of Lanercost and GiUand, take tnunpet 
and herald^ and go instantly to the tent of him 
whom they call Arch-Duke of Austria, aiid see 
that it be when the press of his knights and vas* 
sals is greatest around him,—- as is likefy at this 
hour, for the German boar breakfiuts ere he hears 
mass — enter his presence with as little reverence 
as thou may'^st, and impeach him, on the part of 
Richard of England, that he hath this night, by 
his own hand, or that of others, stolen from its 
staff the Banner of England Wherefore, say to 
him our pleasure, that, within an hour firom the 
time of my speaking, he restore the said banner 
with all reverence— he himself and his principal 
barons waiting the whilst with heads uncovered, 
and without their robes of honour — ^And that, 
moreover, he pitch beside it, on the one hand, his 
own Banner of Austria reversed, as that which 
hath been dishonoured by theft and felony~«nd 
on the other, a lance, bearing the bloody head of 
him who was his nearest counsdlpr, or assistant, 
in this base injury — ^And say, that such our be* 
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hests being punctually discharged, we will, for the 
sake of our vow, and the weal of the Holy Land, 
forgive his other forfeits."" 

'^ And how if the Duk^ of Austria deny all ac- 
cession to this act of wrong and of felony ?"" said 
Thomas de Vaux. 

" Tell him," replied the King, " we will prore 
it upon his body-— ay, were he backed with his two 
bravest champions. Knightlike will we prove it, 
on foot or on horse, in the desert or in the field, 
time, place, and airms, all at his own choice."" 

** Bethink you of the peace of God and the 
Church, my liege lord,"" said the Baron of Gils- 
land, '^ among those princes engaged in this holy 
crusade."" 

^^ Bethink you how to execute my commands, 
my liege vassal,"" answered Bichard, impatiently. 
** Methinks men expect to turn our purpose by 
their breath, as boys blow feathers to and fro— 
Peace of the Church ! — who, I prithee, minds 
it ? — The peace of the church, among crusaders, 
implies war with the Saracens, with whom the 
princes have made truce, and the one ends with 
the other. And, besides, see you not how every 
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prince of them is seeking his own several ends ?— ^ 
I will seek mine also— and that is honour. For 
honour I came hither, and if I may not win it 
upon the Saracens, at least I will not lose a jot 
from any respect to this paltry duke, though he 
were bulwarked and buttressed by every prince in 
the crusade.^ 

Be Vaux turned to obey the Eing^s mandate, 
shrugging his shoulders at the same time, the 
bluntness of his nature being unable to conceal 
that its tenor went agidnst his judgment But the 
hermit of Engaddi stepped forward, and assumed 
the air of one charged with higher commands 
than those of a mere earthly potentate. Indeed, 
his dress of shaggy skins, his uncombed and un- 
trimmed hair and beard, his lean, wild, and con- 
torted features, and the almost insane fire which 
gleamed from under his busby eyebrows, made 
him approach nearly to our idea of some seer 
of Scripture, who, charged with high mission 
to the sinful Kings of Judah or Israel, descend^ 
ed from the rocks and caverns in which he 
dwelt in abstracted solitude, to abash earthly 
tyrants in the midst of their pride, by dischar- 
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ging on them the blighting denunciations of Di- 
vine Majesty, even as the cloud dischiurges the 
lightnings with which it is fraught, on the pn- 
nacles and towers of castles and palaces. In 
the midst of his most wayward mood, Richard re- 
spected the church and its ministers, and though 
offended at the intrusion of the hermit into his 
tent, he greeted him with respect ; at the same 
time, however, making a sign to Sir Thomas de 
Vaux to hasten on his message. 

But the hermit prohibited tfaie baron, by ges* 
ture, look, and word, to stir a yard on such an er- 
rand; and, holding uphis bare arm, from which the 
goat-skin mantle fell back in the violence of his 
action, he waved it aloft, meistgre with famine, 
and wealed with the blows of the disdplinel 

*^ In the name of God, and of die most holy 
Father, the vicegerent of the Christian Church 
upon earth, I prohibit this most profime, blood- 
thirsty, and brutal defiance, betwixt two Christian 
princes, whose shoulders are signed wifli the 
blessed mark under which they swore brother- 
hood. Woe to him by whom it is broken! — 
Richard of England, recall the roost unhallowed 
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message thou bast given to ihat baron— Danger 
md Death are nigh diee !— die dagger is glancmg 
at thy very throat !— -*• 

<< Danger and Death are phiymates to Ricfa- 
aid^** answered the monarch, proudly ; ^ and he 
hath braved too many BW<»ds to fear a dagger.^ 

<< Danger and Death are near,^ replied the 
seer ; and, sinkmg his roioe to a hollow, unearth- 
ly tone, he added, ^< And after death the judg« 
ment !"* 

^ Good and holy fiither,'' sdd Richard, << I 
reverence thy person and thy sanctity ^ 

^ Reverence not me P interrupted the hermit ; 
^< reverence sooner the vilest insect that crawls by 
the dborea of the Dead Sea, and feeds upon its ac- 
cursed slime. But reverence Him whose com- 
mands I qpeak-i^Reverence Him whose sepulchre 
you have vowed to rescue— Revere the oath of 
concord which you have sworn, and break not the 
solver cord of union and fidelity with which you 
have bound yourself to your princely confede- 
rates.'' 

<< Good father,'' said the King, << you of the 
diurdbi seem to me to presume somewhat, if a lay* 
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man may say so mueh, upon the dignity of your 
holy character Without chaUenging your right 
to take charge of our consdence, methmks you 
might leave us t&e charge of our own hcmour.^ 

** Presume T repeated the h^init-«<< is it for 
me to piesume, royal Richard, who afn but the 
bell obeying the hand of the sexton— but the 
senseless and worthless trumpet, carrying the com- 
mand of him who sounds it ?^«*-See, on my knees 
I throw myself before thee, imploring thee to 
have mercy on Christendom, on Enghmd, and on 
thyself.'' 

** Rise, ris^"* said Bichard, oompelKng him to 
stand up ; '< it beseems not that knees, which are 
so frequently bended to the Deity, should press the 
gi!ound in honour of man.— -What danger awaits 
us, reiterend father ?--Hmd when stood the power 
of Enghmd so low, that the noisy Unster of tUs 
new-made Duke's displeasure should ahmu her» 
or her monarch F'' 

*^ I have looked forth from my mountam tur^ 
ret upon the starry host of heaven, as eaeh in 
his midnight circuit uttered wisdom to another, 
and knowledge to the few who can understand 
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their voice. Therp site w enemy ia thy H^ue 
of Life, Lord King, matign at once to thy fiime, 
md thy prosperity — ^an emanation of Stftuni« 
menacing th^e with instant and Uoody peril, and 
which, bat thou yield thy proud will to die nde 
of thy duty, will presently crush thee, even in thy 
pride.^^ 

** Awi\y, ii^way-^this is heathen ^dmee,^ said 
the King. ^< Christians practise it not^—wise men 
believe it not. — Old man, thou dotest.'^ 
, <f I dote not, Richard — I am not so happy. I 
know my condition, and that some portion of 
reason is yet permitted me, not fbr my own use, 
but that of the Church, and the advancement of 
the Cxoss. I am the blind man who holds a 
lioirch to others, though it yields no lighf to bim^ 
^self. Ask me touching what concerns the weal 
of Christend<te, and of this crusade, and I mH 
speak with thee as the wisest counsellor on whose 
tongue persuasion ever sat. Speak to me of my 
own wretched bebg, and my words shall be those 
pt the maniac outcast which I am."^ 

f* I would not break the bandff of unity asunder 
among the Princes of the Crusade,'' said Richard, 
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with a miligated tone and manner ; '' but what 
atonement can they render me for the injusdoe 
ai^ insult which I have sustained ?'*'' 

^< Even of that I am prepared and commission- 
ed to. speak by the cpuncil, which, meeting hasti- 
ly at the summons of Philip of France, have ta- 
ken measures for that effect^^ 

" Strange,"" replied Richard, ^< that others 
ahould tnsat of what is due to the wounded Ma- 
jesty of England T 

' ^^ They are willing to anticipate your demands, 
if it be possible,"" answered the hermit. ^* In a 
body, they consent that the Banner of England 
be replaced on Saint George"s Mount, and they 
lay under ban and condemnadon the audacious 
criminal, or qnminals, fay whom it was outraged, 
and will announce a princely reward to any who 
dball deiiounce .the delinquents guilt, and give 
his flesh to the wolves and ravens."" 

^^ And Austria^"" said Richard — ^^ upon whom 
rest such strong presumptions that he was the 
author of the deed ?"" 

** To prevent discord in the host,"" replied th^ 
hermit, *^ Austria will clear himself of the suspi^ 
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cioD, by sttbmittiiig to whatioever <»ded tlie Pa- 
triard of Jerusalem shall impose."^ 

<' Will he dear himself by the trial by om»- 
bat?"* said King Richard. 

<< His oath inhibits it,"* said the hermit; 
^^ and, moreover, the Couudl of the Pfinces-^^ 

^< Will neither authorise battle against the Sa* 
racens,"" interrupted Richard, "nor against anyone 
else. But it i» enough, father^— thou hast ahown 
me the folly of proceeding as I deogned in Ihk 
matter. You shall sooner light your tprch in a 
puddle of ram, than bring a spark out of a cold* 
blooded coward. There is no honour to be gani* 
ed on Austria, and so let him pass.*^! iritt hare 
him perjure himself, however ; I wUl inrist oft the 
ordeal.*-«How I shall laugh to hear his dumsy 
fingers hiss, as he grasps the red-hot globe of 
iron !-- Ay, or his huge mouth riven, and his guU 
let swelling to suffoeatioa, as he Mideavours to 
swallow the consecrated bread !^ 

'' Peace, Richard,'' said the hermit-^<< Oh, 
peace, for shame, if not for charity. Who shall 
praise or honour princes, who. insult and calum- 
niate each other ? Alas ! that a creature so noble 
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as thou art-HK> accomplished in princely thoughts 
and princely daring—so fitted to honour Christ- 
endom by thy acticms, and, in thy cahner mood, 
to rule her by thy wisdom, should yet have the 
bmte and wild fury of the lion, mingled with 
the dignity and cour^^ of that king of the fo» 
restr 

He remained an instant mmdng with his eyes 
fixed on the ground, and then proceeded.— '< But 
Heaven, that knows our imperfect nature, accepts 
of our imperfect obedience, and hath delayed, 
though not averted, the bloody end of thy da^- 
ring life. The destroying angel hatih stood still, 
as of old by the threshing-floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite, and the blade is drawn in his hand, fay 
which, at no distant date, Richard, the lion-heart- 
ed, shall be as low as the meanest peasant.^ 

^^ Must it then be so soon ?^^— said Bidhard. 
^^ Yet, eren so be it. May my course be bright, 
ifit be but brief r 

*^ Alas ! noble Eing,"^ said the solitary, and it 
seemed as if a tear (unwonted guest) were gather* 
ing in his dry and glasened eye— -'^ short and me- 
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laiioholy, marked with mortificalioii, and calami- 
ty, and captivity, is the span thtit divides thee 
ftom the grave which yawns for thee-^a grave in 
which thou shalt be laid without line^e to suc- 
ceed thee*-»without the tears of a people, exhaust- 
ed by thy ceaseless wars, to lament thee — ^without 
having extended the knowledge of thy subjects— 
without having done aught to ^large their hap- 
piness.^' 

^' But not without renown, monk—not without 
the tears of the lady of my love ! These consola- 
tions, which thou canst nei&er know nor estimate, 
await upon Richard to his grave.'*^ 

^* Dol not know — can I not estimate, the va- 
lue of minstreFs praise, and of lady'^s love !*" re- 
torted the hermit, in a tone, which for a moment 
seemed to emulate the enthusiasm of Richard 
himself. ^' King of England,^^ he continued, ex« 
tending his emaciated arm, <^ the blood which 
boils in thy blue veins is not more noble than 
that which stagnates in mine. Few and cold as 
the drops are, they still are of the blood of the 
royal Lusignan — of the heroic and sainted God- 
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^y. I am — that is, I was when in the world— 
Alberick Mortemar ^ 

^^ Whose deeds,^ said Richard, <* have so often 
filled Fame^s trumpet ! Is it so—can it be so ?— 
Could such a light as thine fall irom the horiion 
of chivalry, and yet men be uncertain where its 
embers had alighted ?^ 

^^ Seek a fallen star/" said the hermit, ** and 
thou shalt only light on some foul jelly, which, in 
shooting through the horizon, has assumed for a 
moment an appearance of splendour. Richard, if 
I thought that rending the bloody veil firom my 
-horrible fate could make thy proud heart stoop to 
the disdpline of the church, I could find in my 
heart to tell thee a tale, which I have hitherto 
kept gnawing at my vitals in concealment, like 
the sdf devoted youth of heathenesse.— Listen, 
then, Richard, and may the grief and despair, 
which cannot avul this wretched remnant of what 
was once a man, be powerful as an example to so 
noble, yet so wild a being as thou art. Yes-^I 
will— -I wUl tear open the long*hidden wounds, 
although in thy very presence they should bleed 
to death." 
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King Richard, upon whom the history of Al- 
berick of Mortemar had made a deep impression in 
his early years, when minstrels were regaling his 
father^s halls with legends of the Holy Land, 
listened .with respect to the outlines of a tale^ 
which, darkly and imperfectly sketched, indicated 
sufficiently the cause of the partial insanity of this 
sbgular and most unhappy being. 

<< I need not,"* he said, '' tell thee, that I was 
noble in birth, high in fortune, strong in arms, 
wise in counsel. All these I was ; but while the 
noblest ladies in Palestine strove which should 
wind garlands for my helmet, my loTe was fixed-— 
unalterably and devotedly fixed— on a maiden of 
low degree. Her father, an ancient soldier of the 
Cross, saw our passion, and knowing the differ- 
ence betwixt us, saw no other refuge for his 
daughter's honour than the shadow of the clois- 
ter. I returned from a distant expediticm, loaded 
with spoils and honour, to find my happiness was 
destroyed for ever ! I too sought the doister, and 
Satan, who had marked me for his own, breathed 
into my heart a vapour of spiritual pride, which 
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could only have had its source in his own infernal 
regions. I had risen as high in the church as be* 
fore in the state«-*I was, forsooth, the wise, the 
self'SuflSdent, the impeccable !-^I was the counsel- 
lor of councils — I was the director of prelates—- 
how should I stumble-^wherefore should I fear 
temptation ? — Alas ! I became confessor to a sis^ 
terhood, and amongst that sisterhood I found the 
hmg-loved— the longJost Spare me farther con- 
fession !— A fallen nun, whose guilt was avenged 
by self-murder, deeps soundly in the vaults of 
Engaddi, while, above her very grave, gibbers, 
moans, and roars a creature, to whom but so 
much reason is left as may suffice to raider him 
completely sennble to his fate/^ 

^* Unhappy man 1"* said Richard. *^ I wonder 
no longer at thy misery. How didst thou escape 
the doom, which the canons denounce against thy 
offence ?"" 

^^ Ask one who is yet in the gall of worldly 
Intleniess,^ said the hermit, ^^ and he will speak of 
a life spared for personal respects, and from consi- 
deration to high birth. But, Richard, /tell thee, 
that Providence hath preserved me, to Uft me on 

7 
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high as a light and beacon, whose ashes, when thk 
earthly fuel is burnt out, must yet be flung into 
Tophet. Withered and shrunk as this poor form 
is, it is yet animated with two s{nrits-*one active, 
shrewd, and piercing, to advocate the cause of the 
Church of Jerusalem— *one mean, abject, and de- 
spairing, fluctuating between madness and miaory, 
to mourn over my own wretchedness, and to guard 
holy relics, on which it would be most sinful for 
me «ven to cast my eye. Pity me not ! — ^it is but 
sin to pity the loss of sudi an abject — pity me 
not, but profit by my example. Thou standest 
on the highest and, therefore, on the most danger- 
oujs {HBnacle, occupied I^ any Chriatian prinee. 
Thou art proud of heart, loose of life, Uoddy of 
hand. Put from thee the. sins which are to thee 
as daughters— though they be dear to the sinful 
Ad^m, expel these adopted furies from thy breast 
—thy pride, thy luxury, thy Uood-thiratiness.'^ 

*' He raves,^^ said Richard, turning from the so- 
litary to De Vaux, as one who felt some pain from a 
sarcasm which yet he could not resent— thea turn- 
ed him calmly, and somewhat scornfully, to the an- 
choret, as he replied — " Thou hast found a fair 

IS 
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bnry of daugbten, reverend inAet, to <tti6 who 
hath been bat few months nuunried ; but since I 
must put them from my xoof, it were b^t like a 
fiither to provide them with smtaUe matdbes. 
Wherefinre, I will part with my pride to the no- 
bk Canons of the Chureh— my luxury, as thou 
call^st it» to the Monks of the role— and my 
Uood-thirstaness to the Knij^ts of the Temple.^ 

<^ O, heart of steel, and hand of iron,^ said the 
anchoret*—'^ upon whom example, as well as adp 
vice, is alike thrown away !— Yet shalt thou be spa» 
sedfor a season, incase it so be thoushould^st torn 
and do that which is acoeptaUe in the sight of Hea* 
ven.*^For me, I must return to my place.-*-Kyiie 
Eleiaon 1— I am he through whom the rays of 
heavenly grace dart like those of the sun through 
a burning glass, concentrating them on otlier ob^ 
jects, until they kindle and Uaae, while the glass 
itself remains cold and uninfluenced. — Kyrie Elei* 
son i— the poor must be called, for the rich have 
refiised the banquet— -Kyrie Eleison !'^ 

So saying, he burst from the tent, uttering loud 
cries, 

. vol,. iV. G 
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^< A mad prbit !— "" Mid Ridunrd, ficDm whoM 
mind the fimatic cxclamatioiis of tlie hemit had 
pardy ohUt^afted the impression produced by the 
detiil of his persoiial history and misfortones. 
^^ Aftar him, De Vaux, and see he comeft te no 
barm ; for^ cnisadere as we are, a^uggler hath 
more'rer^encf amoiigst our Tarleta than a priest 
or li saiiit, and they mi^, peiehanoe, pdt aome 
scorA upon him.^ 

The knight obeyed, and Richard pteamiif 
gave #ay to the thoughts which the wild pro- 
phecy of the monk had inspired.*-^^ To die ev ly 
--^thottt lineage*— without lamentatbti P-— « hea* 
Ty sentoice^ and well that it is not passed by a mora 
competent judge. Yet the Saracens, who tte ao- 
eomplidied in mystical knowledge, will oftoi 
maintttn, that He, in whose eyes the wisdom of 
the sag^ is bitt as fidly, inspires wisdom and-pro^ 
phecy into the seonbg foBij of the madman. 
Yonder heAiait is said to read the stars too, an 
art generally practised in these lands, where the 
heavenly host was of yore the object of idolatry. 
I would I had asked him touching the loss of my 
banner ; for not the blessed Tishbite, tto founder 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TALES OF THE CRITSADEES. QQ 

of ht8 order, could seem more wildly rapt oat of 
himself, or speak with a tongue more resembliag 
that of a prophet^-^How now, De Vaux, what 
news of the mad priest ?'' 

<^ Mad priest, call ypu him, my lord ^ answer- 
ed De Vaux. ^^ Methinks he resembles more the 
blessed Baptist himself, just issued from the wil- 
derness. He has placed himself on one of the 
military engines, and from thence he preaches to 
the soldiers, as never man preached since the time 
of Peter the Hermit. The camp, alarmed by his 
cries, crowd around him in thousands ; and break- 
ing off every now and then from the main thread 
of his discourse, he addresses the several nations, 
each in their own language, and presses upon each 
the arguments best qualified to urge them to per- 
severance in the delivery of Palestine.'*^ 

^^ By this light, a noble hermit !^ said King 
Richard. '^ But what else could come from the 
blood of Godfrey P He despair of safety, because 
he hath in former days lived par amours f I will 
have the Pope send him an ample remission, had 
his bette amie been an abbess.^ 

As he spoke, the Archbishop of Tyre craved 
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audience, for the purpose of requesting Ricluurd^s 
attendance, should his health permit, on a secret 
conclave of the chiefs of the crusade, and to ex^ 
plain to him the military and political incidantf 
which had occurred during his illness. 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TAtiES OF THE CRUSADRR3. lOl 



CHAPTER VI. 

Must we then sheathe our still ▼ictorious svoni ; 
Turn back our forward step, which e^er trod 
O'er foemen's necks the onward path of glory ; 
Unclasp the mail^ which with a solemn vow. 
In God^s own house, we hung upon our shoulders ; 
That TOW, as unaccomplished as the promise 
Which village muses make to still their ehildren. 
And after think no more of? 

The Crusade^ a Tragedy. 

The Atcbbishop 0^ Tyte wtts An emissftry well 
chosen to communiciite fo Richard tiduigs, which 
from another Yoice the lion-hearted King would 
not have brooked to hear, without the most un- 
bounded explosions of resentment. Even this sar- 
gadous and reverend prelato found difficulty in 
inducing him to listen to news,, which destroyed 
all his hopes of gaining back the Holy Sepidchve 
by force of arms, and acquiring the renown, which 
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the universal all hail of Christendom was ready 
to confer upon him, as the Champion of the 
Cross. 

But, by the Archbishop's report, it appeared 
that Saladin was assembling all the force of his 
hundred tribes, and that the monarchs of Europe, 
already disgusted from yariou^ motives with the 
expedition, which had prov^ so hazardous, and 
was daily growing more so, h^d resolved to aban- 
don their purpose. In this they were countenanced 
by the example of Philip of France, who, with 
many protestations of regard, and assurances that 
he would first see his brother of England in safety, 
declared his intention to return to Europe. His 
great vassal, the Earl of Champagne, had adopted 
the s$im resolution ; and it will not be wonder- 
ed, that Leopold of Au«tri% affironted as he had 
been by Biehard, was glad to embrace an opporfcu- 
nky of deserting a cause, in which has haughty 
opponent was to be coauddered as diief. Others 
annouaced the same purpose ; so that it was plain 
Ihat the King of England was to be left, if he 
ehoae. ta remain, anjqported only by suph Yokan^ 
teen as might, under audi depressbg eircuni^ 
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jtttnoes^ j<mi thenuselyet to the Englidi anay; 
wd by die doubtful «d of Comnde of Montser- 
rat, and the milkaiy otdets of the Temple, and €£ 
Saint John, who^ though they were sworn to wage 
battle against die Saracens, were at least equally 
jealous of any European monardi adbieving the 
conqiffist of Falesdne, where, with shcnrt-sighted 
and selfish policy, they proposed to establish inde- 
pendent domuuims of their own. 

It needed not many arguments to show Rich- 
ard the truth ci his situation ; and, indeed, after 
his first burst of passion, he sat him cahnly down, 
and with (^my lookfs, head dq>ressed; and arms 
Iblded on bis boflom, listened to the Ar^bisl^p's 
reasoning on the impossibility of his carrying on 
the .crusade when deserted by his companbns. 
,Nay, he forbore intexruptiott, even when the pre- 
late yentnred, in measured terms, to hint that 
Bichavd^s own impetuosity had been one main 
cause of disgustuig the princes with the expedi- 
tion. 

'* Canfi^or-^'^ answered Bichard^ with a deu 
jeeted kdc,and aomething of a awlaiicholy sniile ; 
*' I confess, rcTerend ftther, that I ought on 
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smne accounts to siBg culpa men. Bat is it not 
hard that my firailties of temper should be vi4ted 
with such a penance, that, for a burst or tiro^ of 
natural passion, I should be dbomed to see fade 
before me ungathered sudha ridb harrest of glory 
to God. and honour to chivalry ?-«-Bat it shall noid 
fade. — By the soul of the C<mqueror, I will plant 
the Cross on the towers of Jerusalem, or tiiey 
shaU plant it over Richard'^s graved 

'^ Thou mayst do it^^ said the prelate, ^^yet 
not another drop of Christian blood be shed in 
the ipiarrel/^ 

'^ Ah, you speak of compromise, Lord Prelate 
-^but the blood of the infidd hounds nuat jdso 
cease to flow,'^ said Richard. 

" There will be glory enough,'' replied Ae 
Archbishop, ^^ in having extorted from Sakv£n, 
by force of arms, and by the respect insinred 
by your fame, such conditions, as at onoe re- 
store the Holy Sepulchre, open the Holy Land 
to pilgrims, secure their safety by strong fortresses, 
and, stronger than all, assure the sslbty of the 
Holy City, by conferring on Richard the title of 
King Guardian of Jerusalem.'* 
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*^ How i*^ said Ricbard, Ins eyes sparkling widi 
unusual liglit-^'^ 1*^1 — I die King GuaTdian of 
the Holy City ! Victory itself, but that it is vic- 
tory, could not gain more — scarce so much, when 
won with unwilling and dimmited fi>rces.«— But 
Saladin still proposes to retain his interest in the 
Holy Land ?^ 

** As a joint soverdgn, the sworn ally ^^ replied 
the Prelate, ^* of the mighty Riehaid-«*his relar- 
tive — ^if it may be permitted — ^by marriage.^ 

*^ By marriage T said Richard, surprised, yet 
less so than the Prelate had expected. *< Ha !*— 
Ay — Edith Plantagenet. Did I dream this ? — or 
did some one teU me ? My head is still weak fh>m 
this fever^ and has been agitated-*** Was it Ae 
Scot, or the Hakim, or yonder holy hermit, that 
hinted such a wild bargain ?^ 

'' The hermit of Engaddi, most likdy,"" said 
the ArchUshop ; ^' for he hath toiled much in this 
matter ; and since the discontent of the princes has 
become apparent, and a separation of their forces 
unavoidable, he hath had many consukatiotts, both 
with Christian and Pagan, for arrangmg sudi a 
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pacifieatton, as may gire to Christendom, at least 
in part, the objects of this hriy warfiune.^ 

*^ My kinswoiqan to an infidd— Ha i"^ exdaim- 
cd Richaid, as Us eyes bq^ to sparkle. 

The Frekte hastened to a^ert his wrath. 

*^ The Pope^s consent must donbtless be fifst 
attained, and the holy hermit, who is wdl known 
at Borne, will treat with the holy Fisher.'' 

" How P^^without our cons^t first given ?* 
said the King. 

" Smely no,^ said the Bishop, in a quieting 
Mid insinuadng tone of voice ; ^^ only with Mid 
under your especial sanction.^ 

>' My sanction to marry my kinswoman to an 
infidel ?'' said Richard ; yet he spoke rather in a 
tone of doubt than as distinctly reprobating the 
measure proposed. *^ Could I have dreamed of 
such a composition when I leaped upon the Sy- 
rian shore from the psow of my galley, even as a 
lion springs on his prey I^And now— But proceed 
—I will hear widi patience.^' 

Eqoidly delq;hted and smriHrised to find his 
task so mudk easier than he had appebended, the 
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Archbishop hftsteoed to pour forth before Rich, 
ard the instances ef such alliances in Sptf n^-HM>t 
without countenance from the Holy See— the in- 
calculable advantages which all Chiisten^m 
would derive from the union of Richard and Sa- 
ladin, by a bond so sacred ; wd, above all, he 
spoke with great vehemence and unction on the 
probability that Saladin would, in case of the pro- 
posed alhance, exchange his false fiuth for the 
true one. 

<< Hath the Soldan shown any disposition to 
become Christian ?^ said Richard ; ^^ if so, the 
king lives not on earth to whom I would grant 
the hand of a kmswoman, ay, or dster, sooner than 
to my noble Saladin-^^^^y, though the one came to 
lay crown and sceptre at her feet, and the other 
had nothing to oSn but his good sword and bet- 
tar hesart'' 

^^ Saladin hath heard our Christian teachers,'** 
said the Bishop^ somewhat evasively,-->^^ my un- 
worthy self-^nd olherfiH*-and as he listens with 
patiaiee, and r^ee with cahmeM, it can hardly 
be but th«t he be snatched as a brand from the 
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bunmig. Magna est verUaSj eiprevaUbk. Mor^ 
oy«r» die bennit of Efigaddi, f«w of wboee wotds 
hftYe &Ileii fruitless to the gvoimd, is possessed 
fiilly with the belief that there is a catling of the 
Saraeens and the'odier heathen approaching, to 
which this marriage shall be matter of induction. 
He readeth the course of the stars; and dwellings 
with maceration of the flesh, in those diyine places 
which the saints hare trodden of old, the spirit of 
Elijah the Tishbite, the founder of his Uessed 
order, hath been with him as it was with the pro- 
phet Elisha, the son of Shaphat, when he spread 
his mantle over him*"^ 

King Richard listened to the Prelate^s reason- 
ing with a downcast brow and a troubled look. 

" I cannot tell,^' he said, ^< how it is with me ; 
but methinks these cold counsels of the Pruicesof 
Christendom have infected me too with a lethargj 
of spirit The time hath been, that, had a by- 
man proposed such alliance to me, I had struck 
him to earth«-if a churchman, I had spit at 
him as a renegade and priest of Baal — yet 
now this counsd sounds not so strange in mine 
ear ; for why should I not seek for brotherhood 
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«3id alliance with a Saracen, brave, jint, gene* 
sous, — ^who loTCB and honours a woidqr foe, as 
if he were a fiiendy«--^hil»t the Princes of Chzu* 
tendom shrink from the side of tikeir allies, and 
forsake die cause of Heaven and good knighthood? 
-^But I will possess my podenee, and will not 
think of them. Only one attempt will I make to 
keep this gallant brotherhood together, if it be 
possible ; and if I fail, Lord Archbish<^, we wiU 
speak together of thy counsel, which, as now, I 
neither accept nor altogether reject. Wend we to 
the Council, my lord-*--the hour calls us. Thou 
say^st Richard is hasty and proud-*thou shalt see 
him humble himself like the lowly brocHn-plant, 
from which he derives his surname.^' 

With the assistance of those of his privy cham- 
ber, the King then hastily robed himsc^lf in a 
doublet and mantle of a dark and uniform colour ; 
and without any mark of regal dignity, excepting 
a ring of gold upon his head, he hastened with 
the Archbishop of Tyre, to attend the Council, 
which waited but his presence to commence its 
sitting. 

The pavilion of the Council was a large tent, 

10 
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hanng before it die kttge Banner of the Cn)is dift4 
played, and another, cm ^hidi was pourtrayed a 
fonale kneelmg, with diaherdled hair and disor- 
dered dress, meant to represent the desolate and 
ifistressed Church of Jerusalem, and bearing die 
motto, JJUcia 9p(msa! f9€ obliviecaris. Waidnrs, 
carefully selected, kept all at a distamee ftam die 
neighbourhood of this tent, lest the ddbates, which 
were somedmcs of a loud and stoiiny character, 
should reach other ears than they were designed 
for. 

Here, therefore, the Princes of the Ctusade 
were assembled, awaiting Richard^a arrival ; and 
eren the brief delay which was thus interposed, 
was turned to his disadvantage by his enemies; 
various instances being circulated of his pride, and 
undue assumption of superiority, of which even the 
necesrity of die present short pa^se was quoted as 
an instance. Men strove to fortify each odielr in 
thdr evil opinion, and vindicated the o£Pence which 
each had taken, by putting the most severe oour 
struction upon circumstances the most trifling ; 
and all this, perhaps, because diey were conscious 
of an instinctive reverence for the Kingof England, 
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which it ircnild xeqiaite mom t\ma ojduiiay eBkn^ 
to overcome^ 

They had settled accordingljr, iku they thoidd 
reaeive him on his^ntcanee wkh ctight Bodec^ and 
BO more respect than waa exacdy neoonary to 
keep within the bounds of cold ceremonial. But 
when they beheld that noUe farm, that princely 
count^ance, somewhat pale £rom his late JJl nen ' ■ > 
the eye which had been called by minitrela the 
bright star of battb and victory-^wben bis ftati, 
surpassing human strength and valour, noshed on 
their recollection, they arose*«^ven the jealous 
King of France, and the suUen and oflbaded 
Doke of Austria, Bioae with one consent, and the 
assembled princes bunt fiurdi with erne voice in 
the acdamation, *^ God save King Aidiard o£ 
EngUmd l-**^Long life to the valiant Lion's heart P' 

With a countenance ft«ak and open as the sum- 
mer sun when it rises, Bichard distributed his 
dianks around, and congratulated himsdf on be- 
ing once more among his royal crusaders. 

^^ Some brief words be desired to say,'' such 
was his address to the assembly, ^* tbough on a 
subject so unworthy as himself^ even at the risk of 
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debgring &r a few miaiileB dieir c o n a oi tati o ns finr 
the weal of Chrifitendom, and advaneeiiMiit of 
thcif hofy entcrpriae.^ 

The asaen&Ued prinoesioflusied didr seats^ and 
iheve was a prrfound silenee. 

« Thia day/ eonlhiiied the Eiag of Enghiad, 
'^ is a.Ugh festival of the Cfauxch; and.well be- 
eometitChiisttaniBai, at such a tide, to reconcile 
themseWes with thdr brethnm, and confess their 
feiilts to each other. Noble princes, and fiiAers 
of diis holy expedition, Richard is a «Mier->-«hiB 
hand is erer reacUer than his toBgoe<-^nd his 
tongue is hot too mudli used to the rovigh lan- 
guage of Mb tnute. But do not, for Plantagd- 
net's hasty speedbues and unoon«^daed actions, fer* 
sake the noUe cause of the redemptum of Pales- 
tine*— do not throw away earthly renown and eto^ 
nal salvation, to be woa here if ever they can 
be won by man, because the act of a soldier 
may have been hasty, and his speech as hard 
as the iron which he has worn from diildhood. Is 
Bichard in default to any of you, Richard will 
make compensation both by word and actiun.— - 
Noble brother of France, have I been so unlucky 
as to offend you ?"' 
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'^ The Majesty of France has no atonement 
to seek from that of England,'' answered thiSpy 
with kingly dignity, accepting at the same time 
the oiFered hand of Richard ; '^ and whatever 
opinion I may adopt concemii^ die proeecutioii 
of this enterprise, will depend on reasons arising 
out dTthe state of my own kingdom, certainly on 
no j^Jousy or disgust at my royal and most Tafannu 
ons 'brother.'' 

<< Austria,^ said Richard, walking np to the 
Arch-Duke with a mixture of frankness and dig- 
nity, while Leopold arose from his seat, as if in* 
voluntarily, and with the action, of an automaton 
whose motions depended upon some exteinal im^ 
pulse,-**-^^ Austria. thinks he hath reason to he 
oiFendcd with England; Engknd, thai he hath 
cause to complain of Austria. Let them exchange 
forgiveness, that the peace of Europe, and the 
concord of this host, may remain unbroken. We 
are now joint supporters of a more glorious ban- 
ner than ever Uaaed befi)re an earthly prince, 
even the Banner of Salvation-^let not, theiefore) 
strife be betwixt us, for the symbol of our more 
workUy dignities ; but let Leopold restore the 
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pennon of England, if he has it in his powar, 
and Richard will say, though from no motive 
save his lore for Holy Churdi, that he repents 
him of the hasty mood in which he did insult the 
standard c^Austria.^^ 

The Aidhi-Duke stood still, sullen and dis- 
contented, with his eyes fixed on the floor, aaad 
his countenance lowering with smothered displease 
sure, which awe, mingled with awkwardness, pie- 
vented his giving vent to in words. 

The Patriarch of Jerusalem hastened to bieak 
the embarrassing silence, and to bear witness fi)r 
the Areh-Duke of Austria, that he had.ezcuL 
pated himself^ by a solemn oath, firom all- know** 
ledge, direct or indirect, of the aggression done 
to the Banner of England. 

^^ Thai we have done the noble Ardi-Duke 
the greater wrcmg,^ said Richard ; ^* and craving 
his pardon for imputing to him an outri^ so 
cowardly, we extend our hand to him in token of 
renewed peace and amity .—pBut how is this ? 
Austria refuses our uncovered hand, as he fi»v 
merly refused our mailed glove. What i are we 
neither to be his mate in peace, nor his antago- 
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nkt in war ? Wdl, let it be so. We will take.the 
slight esteem in which he holds us, as a penance 
for aught which we may have done against him 
in heat of blood, and will^ therefore, hold the ac- 
count between us cleared^ 

So sayii^, he turned from the Arch-Duke with 
an air rather of dignity than 8C<»m, leaving the 
Austrian apparratly as much relieved by the re- 
jnoval of his eye, as is a sullen and truant school- 
boy when the glance of his severe pedagogue is 
withdrawn* 

^^Noble Earl of Champagiie><<^pRndely Marquis 
of Montserr8t>^vaIiant Grand Master of the 
Templars — I am here a penit^it in the con&s< 
sbnal — ^Does any of you bring a charge, or daim 
amends from me P^ 

^^ I know not on what we could ground any,^ 
4udd the smooth-tongued Conrade, ^^ unless it 
were that the King of England carries off from 
his poor brothers of the war all the &me which 
they might have hoped to gain in the expedition.''^ 

^^ My charge, if I am called on tomake one,^' 
said the Master of the Templars, ^^ is graver and 
deeper than that of the Marquis of Montserrat. 
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It may be thought ill to bese^n a military monk 
goch as I, to raise his vcHce where so many noble 
princes remain silent ; bat it concerns our whole 
host, and not least this noUe King of England, 
that he should hear from some one to his face 
those charges, which there are enow to press him 
with in his absence. We laud and honour the 
courage and high achierements of the King of 
Ei^^d, bat we feel aggrieved that he should, on 
all occasions, seise and maintain a precedence and 
superiority over us, which it becomes not inde- 
pendent princes to submit to. Much we might 
yield of our free will to his bravery, his zeal, his 
wealth, and his power ; but he who snatches all 
as matter of right, and leaves nothing to grant 
out of courtesy and favour, degrades us from al- 
liei into retainers and vassals, and sullies, in the 
eyes of our soldiers and subjects, the lustre of our 
authority, which is no longer independently exer- 
cised. Since the royal Richard has asked the 
truth from us, he must neither be surprised nor 
angry when he hears one, to whom woridly pomp 
is prohibited, and secular authority is nothing, 
saving so far as it iidvances the prosperity of God's 
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Temple, and the prostration c^ the lidn which 
goeth about seeking whom he may devour—when 
he hears, I say, such a one as I tell him the 
truth in reply to his question ; which truth, eyea 
while I speak it, is, I know, confirmed by the 
heart of every one who hears me, however respect 
may stifle their voices/^ 

Richard coloured very highly while the Grand 
Master was making this direct and unvarnished 
attack upon his conduct, and the murmur of as- 
sent which followed it showed plainly, that al- 
most all who were present acquiesced in the jus^ 
dee of the accusation. Incensed, and at the 
same time mortified, he yet foresaw that to give 
way to his headlong resentment, would be to 
give the cold and wary accuser the advantage over 
him which it wast the Templar^s principal olgect to 
obtain. He, therefore, with a strong effort, remain* 
ed sSent till he had repeated a pater noster, be- 
ing the course which his confessor had enjoined 
him to pursue, when anger was likely to obtain 
dominion over him. The King then spoke with 
composure, though not without an embittered 
tone, especially at the outset. 
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'^ And is it even so ? And are our lirechren at 
sach pains to note the infirmities of onr natural 
temper, and the rough precipitance of our zeal, 
which may sometimes hare urged us to issue 
commands when there was little time to hold 
council ? I could not have thought that offences, 
casual and unpremeditated like mine, could find 
sudi deep root in the hearts of my allies in this 
most holy cause, that for my sake they should 
withdraw their hand from the plough when the 
furrow was near the end ; for my sake turn aside 
from the direct path to Jerusalem, which their 
swords have opened. I vainly thought that my 
anall services might have outweighed my rash 
errors — that if it were remembered that I pressed 
to the van in an assault, it would not be forgot- 
ten that I was ever the last in the retreat — that, 
if I elevated my banner upon conquered fields of 
battle, it was all the advantage that I sought, 
while others were dividing the spoil. I may have 
called the conquered city by my name, but it was 
to others that I yielded the dominion. If I have 
been headstrong in urging bold counsels, I have 
not, methinks, spared my own blood or my peo- 
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pies, in cartying them into as bold execution-— or 
if I have, in the hurry of march or battle, assu- 
med a command over the soldiers of others, such 
have been. ever treated as my own, when my 
wealth purchased the proyiaons and medicines 
which their own sovereigns could not procure. — 
But it shames me to remind you of what all but 
myself seem to have forgotten. — ^Let us rather 
look forward to our fixture measures ; and believe 
me, brethren,'^^ he continued, his face kindling 
with eagerness, ^^ you shall not find the pride, or 
the wrath, at the ambition of Richard, a stum- 
bling4dock of ofifence in the path to which re- 
ligion and glory summon you, as with the trum- 
pet of im Archangel. Oh, no, no ! never would 
I survive the thought, that my frailties and infir- 
mities had been the means to sever this goodly 
fellowship of assanbled princes. I would cut oft' 
my left hand with my right, could my doing so 
attest my sincerity. I will yidd up, voluntarily, 
all right to command in the host, even mine own 
liege subjects. They shall be led by such so- 
vereigns as you may nominate, and their King, 
ever but too apt to exchange the leader's baton 
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for ihe advenlurer^s lance, will serve under the 
bumer of Besa-Seimt among the Templars— ay, 
or under that of Austria, if Austria will name a 
farave man to lead his forces. Or, if ye are your- 
selves a- weary of this war, and feel your armour 
chafe your tender bodies, leave but with Richwd 
some tea or fifteen thousand of your soldiers to 
work out the accomplishment of your vow, and 
when Zion is won,"" he exclaimed, waving his hand 
aloft, as if displaying the standard of the Cross 
over Jerusalem— -^^ when Zion is won, we will 
write upon her gates not the name of Bichard 
Plantagenet, but of those generous princes who 
intrusted him with the means of conquest P 

The rough eloquence and determined expres- 
sion of the military monarch, at once roused 
the drooping spirits of the crusaders, reaniflaated 
their devotion, and, fixing their attention on the 
principal object of the expedition, made most of 
them who w^e present Uush for having beai mo- 
ved by such petty subjects of ccanplaint as had 
before engrossed them* Eye caught fire from eye, 
voice lent courage to voice. They resumed, as 
with one accord, the war-cry with which the ser« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TALES OF TH£ CfiUSADEBS. 121 

mon of Peter the Hermit was echoed bick, and 
shouted aloud, ^' Lead us on, gaUant . LionV 
heart-^none so worthy to lead where brave men 
follow. Lead us on— to Jerusalem— to Jerusa- 
lem i It is the will of God-— it is the will of God ! 
Blessed is he who shall lend an arm to its fiilfil* 
ment T 

The shout, so suddenly and genendfy raised, 
was heard beyond the ring of sentinek who guard- 
ed the pavilion of Coundl, and spxtead among the 
soldiers of the host, who, inactive and dispirited 
by disease and dimate, had begun, like thdr 
Headers, to droop in resolution; but the re-appear- 
ance of Bichard in renewed vigour, and the wdL> 
known shout which edioed firom the assembly of 
the princes, at once rekindled their enthusiasm, 
and thousands and tens of thousands answered 
with the same shout of ^ Zion, Zion !— War, war ! 
^instant battle witJh the infidels ! It is the will 
of 6od-it is the wiU of God !" 

The acclamations from without increased in 
thdr turn the enthusiasm which prevailed within 
the pavilion. Those who did not actually catch the 
flame, were afraid, at least for die time, to seem 
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colder than others. There was no more speech ex* 
cept of a proud adrance towards Jerusaiem upcm 
the expiry of the trace, and the measures to be 
taken in the meantime for supplying and recruit- 
ing the anny. The council broke up, all appa- 
rently filled with the same enthusiastic purpose, 
— which, however, soon faded in the bosom of 
most, and never had an existence in that of others. 

Of the latter class were the Marquis Conrade 
and the Grand Master of the Temj^^irs, who re- 
tired together to their quarters ill at ease, and 
malcontent with the events of the day. 

*^ I ever told it to thee,"^ said the lattar, with 
the cold sardonic expression peculiar to him, << that 
Richard would burst through the fiimsy wiles you 
pitch for him, as would a lion through a spiderV 
web. Thou seest he has but to speak, and his 
bi^ath agitates these fidJe fools as eaoly as the 
whirlwind catbheth scattered straws, and sweeps 
them together, or disposes them at its plea- 
sure.'^ / 

^' When the blast has passed away,"" said Con- 
rade, *^ the straws, which it made dance to its 
pipe, will settle to earth again.'' 
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** But know'st thou not besides,'' said the Tem« 
plar, *' that it seems, if this new purpose of con- 
quest shall be abandoned and pass away, and 
each mighty prince shall again be left to such 
guklance as his own scanty brain can supply, Rich- 
ard is still tike to become King of Jerusalem by 
ci»apact, and establish those terms of treaty with 
the Soldan, which thou thyself thought^st him so 
likely to spurn at ?^ 

*^ Now, by Mahound and Termagaunt, for 
Christian oaths are out of fiishion,^ said Conrade, 
** say^st thou the proud King of England would 
unite his blood with a heathen Sultan ?— My po« 
licy threw in that ingredient to make the whole 
treaty an abomination to hiuL-^As bad for us 
that he become our master by an agreement, as 
by victory* 

«< Thy policy hath ill calculated Richard's di- 
gestion,"* answered the Templar ; ^* I know his 
mind by a whisper from the Archbishop. — ^And 
then thy master-stroke respecting yonder banner 
-~it has passed off with no more respect than two 
cubits of embroidered silk merited. Marquis 
Conrade, thy wit begins to halt-*I will trust tiiy 
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fioe-spun measures no longer, but will toy my own. 
Know*st thoa not the people whom the Saiacens 
callCharegites?'' 

'^ Surely y"* answered the Marquis ; <* they are 
desperate and besotted enthusiasts, who derote 
their litres to the adviancemaait of rdigion— some- 
what like Templars— only they are never known , 
to pause in the nice of their calling.^ 

^* Jest not,^ answered the scowling monk ; 
^^ know, that one df these men has set down, in 
his bloody tow, the name of the Island Emperor 
yonder, to be hewn down as the chief enemy of 
the Moslem fidth.'' 

'< A most judicious paynim,^ said Conrade. 
<^ Mahomet send him his paradise for a reward !'" 

^^ He was taken in the camp by one of our 
squires, and, in private examination, fhuotUy avow- 
ed his fixed and determined purposiB to me.^ 

^^ Now the heavens pardon them who prevent- 
ed the purpose of this most judicious Charegite,^ 
answered Conrade. 

^^ He is my prisoner,^ added the Templar, 
'^ and secluded from speech with others^ as thou 
may^st suppose— but prisons have been broken—"^ 
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^^ Chains left unlodced, and captives have e8« 
caped—'^ answered the Marquis. "Itisanandent 
saying, no sure dungeon but the grave."^ 

^* Whoi loose he resumes his quest-->for it is 
the nature of this sort of bloodhound never to 
quit the slot of the prey he has once scented."^ 

^^ Say no more of it,"*" said the Marquis ;/^ I 
see thy policy — ^it is dreadful, but the emeigency 
is imminent/'* 

*^ I only told thee of it that thou may'^st keep 
thyself on thy guard, for the uproar will be dread- 
ful, and there is no knowing on whom the Eng- 
lish may vent their rage — ^Ay, and there is an- 
other risk — ^my page knows the counsels of this 
Charegite,'^ said the Templar ; ^^ and, moreover, 
he is a peevish, self-willed fool, whom I would I 
were rid of, as he thwarts mc by presuming to see 
with his own eyes, not mine. But our holy Order 
gives me power to put a remedy to such inconve- 
nience. Or stay — ^the Saracen may find a good 
dagger in his cell, and I warrant you he uses it as 
he breaks forth, which will be of a surety so soon 
as the page enters with his food.*" 
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^^ It will give the affair a colour,^ said Con- 
rade ; " and yet " ^ 

'' Yet and but,'^ said the Templar, '< are woids 
for fools — ^wise men neither hesitate nor retract— 
they resolve and they execute." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Richard, the unsuspidous olgect of the dark 
treachery detailed in the closing part of the last 
chapter, having effected, for the present at least, 
the triumphant union of the crusading princes, ia 
a resolution to prosecute the war with vigour, had, 
it next at heart to establish tranquillity in his ow|i 
family; and now that he could judge more tem- 
perately, to inquire distinctly into the circum- 
stancea leading to the loss of his banner, and the 
nature and extent of the connexion betwixt his 
kinswoman Edith, and the banished adventurer 
from Scotland. 

Accordingly, the Queen and her household 
were startled with a visit from Sir Thomas de 
Yaux, requesting the present attendance of the 

13 
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Lady Calista of Montgaillard, the Queen's prin- 
cipal bower-woman, upon King Richard. 

<< What am I to say, madam ?^ said the trem- 
bling attendant to the Queen. ^* He will sUiy us 
aU.^ 

*^ Nay, fear not, madam,^ said De Vaux. ^^ His 
Majesty hath spared the life of the Scottish 
knight, who was the chief offikider, and bestowed 
him upon the Moorish physician— he will not be 
severe upon a lady, though faulty/^ 

** Deyise some cunnuig tale, wench,"" said Be^ 
rengaria. ** My husband hath too little time td 
make inquiry into the truth."" 

<^ Tell the tale as it really hajqiened,^ said 
Edith, '< loit I tell it for thee."" 

<^ With humble permission of her Majesty,** 
said De Vauz, ^^ I would say Lady Edith adviseth 
well ; for although King Richard is pleased to 
believe what it pleases your Grace to tell him, yet 
I doubt his having the same deference for the 
Lady Calista, and in this espedal matter."" 

<< The Lord of Gilsland is right,"" said the 
Lady Calista, much agitated at thoughts of the 
investigation which was to take place ; " and, be- 
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ttdcSy if I had presence of mind enough to forgt 
a plaiuible story, besfarew me if I think I would 
have the courage to tdl it.^ 

In this candid humour, the Lady Caliita wai 
conducted by De Vaux to the King, and made, 
as she had proposed, a full confession of the decoy 
by which the unfortunate Knight of the Leopard 
had been induced to desert his post ; ezculpatbg 
the Liady Edith, who, she was aware, would not 
fail to exculpate herself, and laying the full bur- 
then on the Queen her mistress, whose share of 
the frolic, she well knew, would appe^ir the most 
venial in the eyes of Ceeur de Lion. In truth; 
Richard was a fond — almost an uxorious husband. 
The first burst of his wrath had long since passed 
away, and he was not«lisposed severely to censure 
what could not now foe amended. The wily Lady 
Calista, accustomed from her eariiest childhood to 
frthom the intrigues of a Court, and watch the in- 
dications of a soverdgn^s will, hasted back to the 
Queen with the speed of a lapwing, charged with 
the King's commands that she should expect a 
speedy visit from him ; to which the bower-lady 

VOL. IV. 1 
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added 8 oommentaiy founded on her own obsor- 
TBtion, tendbg to show that Richwd meant jnit 
to preserve so much severity as might faring hit 
royal consort to repentance of her frolic, and then 
to extend to her, and all ooncemed, his gracious 
pardon. 

<< Sits the wind in that corner^ wench?^ said 
the Queen, much relieved by this inteQigenoe ; 
** believe me, that, great commander as he is, 
]iUchard will find it hard to circumvent us in this 
matter ; and that, as the Pyrenean shephods are 
wont to say in my native Navaire^ many a one 
comes for wool, and goes bade ahom.^V 

Having possessed herself of aU the information 
which Calista could communicate, the royal Be- 
rengaria arrayed herself in hst most becoming 
dress, and awaited with confidence the arrivnl of 
the heroic Bichard. 

He iimved, and found himself in the situation 
(^ a prince entering an offending province, in the 
confidence that his business will only be to inflict 
rebuke, and receive submission, when he unexpect- 
edly finds it in a state of complete defiance and in- 
surrection. Berengaria well knew the power of her 
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chaniui, and the extent of Bichard's affection, and 
felt assured that she could make her terms good 
so soon as the first tremendous explosion of his 
anger had es[pended itself without mischief. Far 
from listemng to the King^s intended rebuke, as 
what the levity of her conduct had justly deser- 
ved, she extenuated, nay defended, as a harmless 
frolic, that which she was accused of. She denied, 
indeed, with many ia pretty form of negation, that 
she had directed Nectabanus absolutely to entice 
the knight fiirther than the brink of the Mount on 
which he kept watch — and indeed this was so fiur 
true, diat she had not designed Sir Kenneth to be 
introduced into her tent, — ^and then, eloquent in 
urging her own defence, the Queen was far more 
so in pressing upon Richard the charge 6f uiikind- 
nete, in refiising her so poor a boon as the life of 
an unfortunate knight, who, by her thoughtlesi? 
prank, had been brought within the danger of 
martial law. She wept and sobbed while she en- 
hurged on her hnsband^s obduracy on this score, 
as a rigour which had threatened to make her un- 
happy for life, whenever she diould reflect that 
she bad given, unthinkingly, the remote cause for 
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Mich a tragedy. The Tision of the aliut^tered 
victim would have haunted her dfeams-^nay, fer 
aught rile knew, sinoe auch things often happen-* 
ed, his actual spectre might hawe stood by her 
w^ing couch. To all this misery <of the mind, 
was she exposed by the severity of one, nrho, whOe 
he pretended to dote upon her slightest glaifee, 
would not forego one act of poor rereoge, though 
the issue was to render her miseidble. 

A U this flow of female eloquence was acotaapa* 
nied with the usual arguments of teaa and sij^f 
and uttered with such tone and action, aa seemed 
to show that 4iie Queen^s resentment arose neidicar 
from pride nor sullenness, but fiom fedings burl 
at finding her consequence with her husband less 
than she had expected to possess. 

The good King Richard was considemfafy em« 
barrassed. He tried in vain ,to reason with .one 
whose vei^ jealousy of bis affisction rendered her 
incapable of listemng to argument, nor could he 
bring himself to use the restraint of awful autho^ 
rity to a creature so beautiful in the midst of her 
unreasonable displeasure. He was, therefore^ ps^ 
duced to the defensive^ endeavoured gently to 
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diidc her suspidons and sbothe her displeasiire, 
and recalled to her mind that she need not lock 
back upon the past with recollections either of 
remorse or sopematural Saa, since Sir Kenneth 
was alive and well, and had been bestowed by 
him upon the great Arabian physician, who, 
doubtless of all men, knew best how to keep him 
•Hving. But tUs seemed the unkindest cut of all, 
and the Qneen^s sorrow was renewed at the idea 
of a Saracen — a medictner— -obtaining a boon, for 
whidi, with bare head and on bended knee, she 
had petitioned her husband in yaui- At this new 
chai^ Richard's patience heg$xk rather to give 
way, and he said in a smous tone of voice, *^ Be- 
rengaria, the physician saved my life. If it is of 
value in your eyes, you will « not grudge him a 
higher tecompence than the only one I could pre. 
vail on him to aceept^^ 

The Queen was satbfied she had urged her 
coquettish difl^leasure to the vei^ge of safety. 
> *^ My Richard,^ she said, " why brought you 
not that sage to me, that Englaad's Queen might 
show how she esteemed him, who could save from 
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eztiiielioii the lamp of chivalry, the f^rj of Eng- 
land, and the light of poor BereDgaxiaTs life and 
hope?'' 

In a word, the matrimonial dispute was ended; 
buty that some penalty might be paid to jnsticey 
both King and Queen accorded in laying the 
whole Uame on the agent Nectabanus, who, (the 
Queen being by this time well weary of Us hu- 
mour,) was, with hia royal consort Genevra, sen- 
tenced to be banished fiom the Court; and the 
unlud^ dwaif only escaped a supplementary whip- 
ping, fisom the Queen's assurances that he had al- 
ready sustained personal chastbement It was de- 
creed farther, that as an envoy was shortly to 
be dispatched to Saladin, acquainting him with 
the resolution of the Council to resume hostilir 
ties so soon as the truce was ended, and as Rich- 
ard proposed to send a valuable presait to the 
Soldan, in acknowledgment of the high benefit he 
had derived from the services of £1 Hakim, the 
two unhappy creatures should be added to it as 
curiosities, which, from their extremely grotesque 
appearance, and the shattered state of theb in- 
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tellect, were gifts tbat migbt well pass' between 
sovereign and soverdgn. 

Biebard bad tbat day yet anotber female en- 
counter to sustain'; but be adVanced to it witb 
comparative indiflerenbe, for Editb, tbbugb beau- 
^tiful^ and bighly esteemed by ber royal relative—* 
nay, althougb sbe bad from bis unjust suspidcms 
actually sustained tbe injury of wbidi Berenga- 
ria only affected to com^^laahy stiH was neitber 
Ricbard's wife nor mistress, and be feared ber re* 
proacbes less, altbougb founded in reason, tban 
tbose of tbe Queen, thougb unjust and fimtasticaL 
llaviDg requested to speak witb ber apart, be was 
usbered into ber apartment, adjoining tbat of the 
Queen, wbose two female Copdsb slaves remained 
en tbdr knees in tbe most remote comer during 
tbe interview. A tbin black veil extended its 
ample folds over tbe tall and graceful person of 
tbe bigb-bom maiden, and sbe wore not upon ber 
person any female ornament of wbat kind soever^ 
Sbe arose and made a low reverence wben Ricb- 
ard entered, resumed ber seat at bis oommadd^ 
and, wben be sat down beside ber, waited, witb* 
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9ut Uttering a tyllalrie, until he should communi- 
cate his pleasure. 

Riditfard, whose custom it was to be familiar 
yriih Edith, as their relationdiip authorized, felt 
this reception diilltng, and opened the conversa* 
tion widi some embarrassment. 

'' Our fair cousin,^ he at length said, ^^ is angry 
with us ; and we own that strong ctrcumstaneas 
have induced us, without cause, to suspect her of 
Gimduct alien to what we have ever known in her 
course of life. But while we walk in this misty 
valley of humanity, men will mistake shadows for 
substances. Can my fair cousin not forgive her 
somewhat vdiement kinsman, Richard P"*^ 

^* Who can refuse forgiveness to Richard^''' 
answCTed Edith, ^^ providing Richard can obtain 
pardon of the King ?'' 

*^ Come, my kinswoman,^ replied Coeur de 
Lion> ^^ this is all too solemn. By Our Lady, 
such a melancholy countenance !— And this am- 
ple sable veil might make men think thou wert a 
new-made widow, or had lost a betrothed lover, at 
loast. Cheer up— >thou hast heard doubtless that 
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there is no real cause for woe — ^why then keep up 
the form of mourning ?^^ 

** For the departed honour of Phmtagenet— > 
for the glory which hath left my father^s house."' 

Richard frowned. — ^< Departed honour T glovy 
which hath left our house f^— he repeated, an- 
grily ; *^ but my cousin Edith is privileged. I 
have judged her too hastily, she has therefore a 
right to deem of me too harshly. But tell me at 
least in what I have faulted.'" 

<' Planti^net,'' said Edith, '' should have either 
pardoned an ofiencc, or punished it It misbe- 
comes him to assign free men. Christians, and 
brave knights, to the fetters of the infidels. It 
becomes him not to compromise and barter, or to 
grant life under the forfeiture of liberty. To have 
doomed the unfortunate to death might have been 
severity, but had a show of justice; to condemn 
him to slavery and exile, was barefaced tyranny.'^ 

<* I see, my fair cousin,^ said Richard, ^' you 
are of those pretty ones who think an absent 
lover is equal to none, or to a dead one. Be pa- 
tient ; half a score of light horsemen may yet foL 
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low and redeem the error, if thy lover have in keep- 
ing any secret which might render his death moie 
convenient than his banishment.^ 

*^ Peace with thy scurril jests !^ answered Edith, 
cudonring deeply— '^ Think rather, that, for the 
indulgence of thy mood, thou hast lopped from 
this great enterprize one goodly limb, deprived 
the Cross of one of its most brave supporters, and 
placed a servant of the true Gk>d in the hands of 
the heathen ; hast given, too, to minds as susjn* 
cious as thou hast shown thine own in this mat- 
ter, some right to say that Richard Coeax de 
Lion banished the bravest soldier in his camp, 
lest his name in battle might match his own.^ 

^^ I — I i"^ exclaimed Richard, now indeed great- 
ly moved-—** am I one to be jealous of renown ? 
—I would he were here to profess such ah equa- 
lity ! I would wave my rank and my crown, and 
meet him, manli](^, in the lists, that it might ap- 
pear whether Richard Plantagenet had room to 
fear or to envy the prowess of mortal man. Come, 
E4ith, thou think'st not as thou^say^st. Let not 
anger or grief for the absence of thy lover, make 
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thee unjust to th;^ kinsman, who, notwithstanding 
all thy tetchiness, values thy good report as high 
as that of any one living.^* 

" The absence of my lover ?** said the Lady 
Edith. ^< But yes-^he may be well termed my 
lover, who hath paid so dear for the title. Un« 
worthy as I might be of such hoQiage, I was to 
him like a light, leading him forward in the noUe 
path of chivalry ; but that I forgot my rank, or 
that he presumed beyond his, is fidse, were a 
king to speak it.^ 

^' My fair cousin/' said Richard, *^ do not put 
words in my mouth which I have not spoken. I 
said not you had graced this man beyond the fa- 
vour which a good knight may earn, even from a 
princess, whatever be his native condition. But, 
by Our Lady, I know something of this love-gear 
—•it begins with mute respect, and distant reve- 
r^ce ; but, when opportunities occur, familiarity 
increases, and so— But it skills not talking with 
one who thinks herself wiser than all the world.^ 
. ^y My kinsman's counsels I willingly listen to, 
when they are such,'' said Edith, *' as convey no 
insult to my rank and character." 
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<< Kings, my fMi" couflin, do not counsd, but 
rather command,^ said Ricbard. 

^* Soldans do indeed command,^ said Edith, 
*' but it is because they have slaves to govem.'^ 

'* Come, you might leam to hiy aride this scorn 
of Soldanrie, when you hold so high of a Scot,*" 
said the Ejng. *^ I hold Sakdin to be truer to 
his word than this William of Scotland, who must 
needs be called a Lion, forsooth — ^he hath foiiliy 
faulted towards me» in failing to send the auxili- 
ary aid he promised. Let me tell thee, Edith, 
thou may^'st live to prefer a true Turk to a fiilse 
Scot'' 

«< No — ^never r answered Edith — " not should 
Richard himself embrace the false religion, which 
he crossed the seas to expel from Palestine.'' 

" Thou wilt have the last word," said Richard, 
<' and thou shalt have it. Even thmk of me 
what thou wilt, pretty Edith. I shall not fiwget 
that thy father was" my brother." 

So saying, he took his leave in fair ' fashion, 
but very little satisfied with the result of his visit. 

It was the fourth day after Sir Kenneth had been 
dismissed from the camp ; and King Richard eat 
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in his pavilion, enjoying an eveniog breese from 
the west, which, with unusual coolness on her 
wings, seemed breathed firom merry England for 
the refreshment of her adv^turous monarch, as he 
was gradually recovering the full strength which 
was. necessary to carry on his ^gantic prcgect^. 
There was no one with him, De Vaux having 
been sent to Ascalon to bring up reinforcements 
and supplies of military munidon, and roost of 
his other attendants being occupied in different 
departments, all preparing for the reopening of 
hostilities, and for a grand preparatory review of 
the army of the crusaders, which was to take place 
the next day. The King sat, listening to the 
busy hum among the soldiery, the clatter firom 
the forges, where horse-shoes were preparing, and 
from the tents of the armourers, who were repair- 
ing harness— the voice of the soldiers too, as they 
passed and repassed, was loud and cheerful, car- 
rying with its very tone an assurance of high 
and excited courage, and an omen of approaching 
victory. While Richard's ear drank in these 
sounds with delight, and while he yielded himsdf 
to the visions of conquest and of glory which they 
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suggested, an eqneny told him that a messenget 
fiom Sakdin waited without. 

*' Admit him instantly,* said the Ejng, ^^ and 
with dtie honour, Joseline. ^ 

The English knight acoordingly introduced 
8 person, apparently of no ]nghtet rank than a 
Nubian slave, whose appeeranoe was nevertheless 
highly interesting. He was of superb stature and 
nobly formed, and his commanding features, al- 
though almost jet-black, showed nothing of n^;ro 
descent. He wore over his coal-black locks a 
milk-white turban, and over his shoulders a short 
mantle of the same colour, open in firont and at 
«the sleeves, under which appeared a doublet of 
dressed leopard^s skin reaching within a handV 
breadth of the knee. The rest of bis muscidar 
limbs, both legs and arms, were bare, excepting 
that he had sandals on his feet, and wore a collar 
and bracelets of silver. A straight broadswcndj 
with a handle of boxwood, and a sheath covered 
with snake-skin, was suspended from his waist; 
In his right hand he held a short javelin, with a 
Inroad, bright, steel head, of a span in length, and 
in his left he led, by a leash of twisted silk lind 
gold, a large and noble staghound. 
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. The mesaenger prostrated Bisaselfy M the sftme 
time partially uncovenng his shoidders, in sign 
of humiliation, and having touched the earth with 
his forehead, arose so fiur as to rest on one knee, 
while he delivered to the King a silken napkin, 
enclosing another of doth of gold, within which 
was a letter from Saladin in the original Arabic, 
with a translation into Norman-English, which 
may be modernised thus : — 

^* Saladin, King of kings, to Melee Ric, the 
Lion of Eogland. Whereas, we are informed by 
thy last message, that thou hast chosen war ra- 
ther than peace, and our enmity rather than, our 
friendship, we ai;count thee as oue Uinded in this 
matter, and trust shortly to conviace thee of thy 
error, by the help of our invincible forces of the 
thousand tribes, when Mohammed, the Prophet 
of God, and Allah, the God of the Prophet, shall 
judge the controversy betwixt us. In what re< 
mains, we make noble account of thee, and of the 
gifts which thou hast sent us, and of the two 
dwarfs, singular in their deformity as Ysop, and 
mirthful as the lute of Isaack. And in requital 
of these tokens from the treasure-house of thy 

8 
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bounty, behold we haye seut thee a Nubian slave, 
named Zohauk, of whom judge not by his com- 
plexion, according to the foolish ones of the earth, 
in respect the dark-iinded fruit hath the most ex- 
quisite flavour. Eiiow that he is strong to exe- 
cute the will of his master, as Rustan of Zdbles- 
tan ; also he is wise to give counsel when thou 
dialt learn to hold communication with him, for 
the Lord of Speech hath been stricken with sil^oe 
betwixt the ivory walls of his palace. We com- 
mend him to thy care, hoping the hour may not 
be distant when he may render thee good ^rvice. 
And herewith we bid thee farewell ; trus^g that 
our most holy Prophet may yet call thee to a 
sight of the truth, failing which illumination, our 
desire is, for the speedy restoration of thy royal 
health, that Allah may judge between thee and 
us in a plain field of battle.^ 

And the missive was sanctioned by the signar. 
ture and seal of the Soldan. 

Richard surveyed the Nubian in silence a& he 
stood before him, his looks bent upon the ground, 
his arms folded on his bosom, with the appearance 
of a black marble statue of the most exquisite 

14 
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workmaYistifp, waiting life from' tlie touch of a* 
Promethais. The King of England, who, as it' 
wan emphatically sanl of his sncoessot Henry th^ 
Eighth, loved to look upon'A v ah, was well {dea- 
sed with the thewcs, 'smews, and aynuaetily of 
him whom he now surreyed, and questioned him- 
in Ae lit^^ Franca, *^ AH thou ft pagui ?"* 

The slave ihook his head, and rai^jog his fin-, 
g^ to his l»row, erosied himself in token df bb 
Christianity, then ressmed his postu3ci6 (Emotion- 
less humility. 

« A Nubian Christtan^ doubtless,'^ bM Richard, 
^< and mutilated of the organ of speech by these 
heathen dogsT 

The mute again slowly shook his heftd, in to- 
ken* of negative, pffliri^d with his fbre-fiqger to 
Heavai j fmd then laid it upon hid own lips. 

*' I understttid thee,^ said Aiehard; << thou 
ddst suffisr uncEer the mffietion of God, not by the 
cruelty of man. Canst Aou dean an armour imd 
bdt, and buckle it in thne (Eneed ?"" 

The mute m>dded, and stef^ng towards the 
eoit dp matt, which hun^ with thcf shield and hel- 

VOL. IV. K 
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met of the duvalroiu Monarch, upon the pillar 
of the tent, he hailed it irith sach nicety of ad- 
dress, as sufBdently to show that he fblly under* 
stood the business of the armoar-bearer. 
\ .<< Thou art an apt, and wilt doubtless be an 
useful knaTO— ihou shalt wait in my ebamber, and 
on my person,** said the King, *^ to show how 
mueh I value the gift of the royal Soldan. If 
thou hast no tongue, it follows thou canst canry 
no tales, neither provolce me to h»<ndden by any 
unfit reply."" 

• The Nubian again prostrated himself till his 
bro^ touched the earth, then stood erects at. seme 
paces distant, as waiting for his new masler^s 
commands.' 

* *^ Nay, thou shalt commence thy office pre* 
sently,^ said Richard, ** for I see a speck of rust 
darkening on that shield ; and when I shake it in 
the fiu^e of Saladin, it should be bright and un^ 
sulUed as the 8oldan'*s own honour.*" 

A horn was winded without,, and presently Si< 
Henry Neville entered with a packet ef dispalcbes. 
i^*^ From England, my lord,^ he. said, as he de^ 
livered it. . '. ; * 
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<< From SDgUnd--H>iir oim EngUttid !^ tqieat- 
^ RichaTd, in a tone of melancboly entbumtm 
^<< Alas ! they little think how haid their So^ 
▼ereign has been beset by sickness and sorrow—- 
faint friends and forward enemies.'" Then open^ 
ing.the dispatches, he said, hastily, ^* Ha !; this 
comes from no peaceful land — they too have their 
feuds. — Neyille, begone— -I must peruse tbeflie 
tidings alone, and at leisure.^ 
« ' Neville Withdrew accordingly, and Richard was 
soon absorbed in the melancholy details which 
had been conveyed to him from England, con* 
ceming the factions which were tearing tq pieces 
his nativedominions — the disunion of his brothers, 
John and Geoffirey, and the quarrels of both with 
the High Justidary Longchamp, Bishop of Ely, 
— ^the oppressions practised by the nobles upon 
the peasantry, and rebellion of the latter against 
their masters, which had produced everywhere 
scenes of discord, and in some instances the ef- 
fusion of blood. Details of incidents mortifying 
to his pride, and derogatcny from his authori^, 
were intermingled with the earnest advice of his 
wisest and most attached counseUors, that he 
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fihould presently return to England, as his pre- 
iBeace ofRnred the only hope of saraig the ling^ 
dom from dl the honors of civil discord, of which 
France and Scotland were likely to avail them- 
itelves. Filled with the most painfbl anxiety, 
Richard read, and again read, the ill-omened let- 
ters, compared the intelligence whidi some of 
them contained with the same facts as differently 
stated in others, and soon became totally insttisV 
Ue to whatever was passing around him^ although 
seated, for the sake of coolness, close to the en- 
liince of his tent, and having the curtains with- 
' drawn, so that he could see and be seen by the 
.guards and others who were stationed without 

Deeper in the shadow of the pavilion, and bii- 
ued widi the task his new master had imposed, 
sat the Nubian slave, with his back rather turned 
towards the 'King. He had finished adjusting and 
cleaning the hauberk and brigandine, and was now 
busily employed on a broad pavesse, or buckler, 
, of unusual sice, and covered with sted-platiDg, 
< which Bichard often used in reconnoitering, or 
^actually storming fortified places, as a more effec- 
tual flection against missile weapons, than the 
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parrow. tn&Dgular shield used on hotseback. This 
payesse bore neither the tQjiL lions of England, 
nor any other device, to attract the obseanration of 
the defenders of the walls against which it was 
adtanced i the care, therefore^ of the armourer 
was addressed to causing its surface to shine as 
bright as crystal, in which he seemed to be pectt^ 
Uarly sueoessfuh Beyond the Nubian, and scarce 
Tisible £com without, lay the large dog, which 
night be t^srmed his brother slave, and winch, as if 
he felt awed by being transferred to a royal owner, 
was couched close to the side of the mute, with 
bead and ears on the ground, and his limbs and 
tail drawn close around and under him. 

Whil^ the Monarch and his new attendant 
w^e thus occupied, another actor crept upon the 
scene, and mingjbd among the group of English 
yeomen, about a score of whom, respecting the « 
unusually pensive posture and dose occupation 
4>f their sovereign, were, contrary to their wont, 
keeping a silent guard in front of his tent. It was 
not, however, more vigilant than usual Some 
were playing at games of hazard with small 
IKsbbles, others spoke together in whispers of the 
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approacliing day of battle^ and several lay asleep, 
their bulky limbs folded in thdr green mantles. 

Amid these careless warders glided the puny 
form of a little old Turk, poorly dressed like a 
Inarabout or santon of the desert, a sort of enthu-^ 
biasts, who sometimes ventured into the camp of 
the crusaders, though treated always with con- 
tumely, and often with violence. Indeed, the 
luxury and profligate indulgence of the Christian 
leaders had occasioned a motley concourse in their 
tents, of musicians, courtezans, Jewish merchants, 
Copts, Turks, and all the varied refuse of the 
Eastern nations, so that the caftan and turban, 
though to drive both from the Holy Land was 
the professed object of the expedition, was never- 
theless neither an uncommon nor an alarming 
sight in the camp of the crusaders. When, how- 
ever, the little insigniBcarit figure we have descri- 
bed approached so nigh as to receive some inter- 
ruption from the warders, he dashed hiis dusky 
green turban from his head, showed that his 
beard and eyebrows were shaved like those of a 
professed buffoon, and that the expression of his 
fantastic and writhen features, as weir as of )ii$ 
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litde blAck eyes, whi^k glUteied like jet, wti ik«t 
of a crazed imagination. 

.«« Dance, marabout,^ cried tke soldiers, aci 
quainted witk tke manners of tbese wimdering 
emlnisiasts — ^^ dance, or we will scourge tkee 
%nllk our bow-strings, till tkou sjnn as never t4^ 
did un&r sckoolboy^s lasb.^ — Tkus skouted tke 
ireekless' warders, as muck deligkted at kaving a 
subject to teaze, as a ckild wken he catches a butter- 
fly, or a schoolboy upon discovering a bird^s nest. 

' Tke marabout, as if happy to do their plea^ 
iMire, bounded from the earth, and spun his giddy 
round before them with singular agility, which, 
when contrasted with his sli^t and wasted figure, 
and diminutive appearance, made him resemble It 
withered leaf twirled round and around at the 
pleasure of the winter'^s breeze. His single lode c^ 
katr streaoied upwards from his bald ttid. shaven 
head, a& if some geme upheld him by it; and in. 
deed it seemed as if supernatural art were nece»- 
sary to the execution of the. wild whirUng dance, 
in whlek scarce the tiptoe of the performer was 
seen to touck tke ground. Amid tke vagaries 
of kit {terfonoance, ke flow kere and tbere^ from 
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one spot to^moihVf. JlUl .tp^Koiuslwg^ bo^«iw> 
though almost iiBpercepti]dy» to the ^ranci 
oC.th^ icoyal te«t; ^q th^t, wh^n at length he 
sunk exhausted o* tb^ earthy ^Aet tiio or. tbie^ 
l>plm43 «tlU higher |ha« those whieh be hmi yet 
ei;eQUted» be waa upt above thirty yards from the 
KjngV person. 

" Gitehim Water^ said one yeoman ; *^ Ibey 
always. craite a drmk after their merryrgi^VQimd*"' 

" Aha» water, say'st thou, Long AUen irr*ja^ 
daimed anotherarcher» iii i^eply ; ^' b»w wtfoldst 
like siaeh beveti^ thyself, after socb « jnqniee 
.daaciAgP'^ 

'' The devil a ^ratex-idrop h0.g!Ql9 here,'' mid a 
third, '' We will teach the l]gbt*^fciQted old bi& 
del to be a good Christtan, and dnnk. wine ef 

Cyprua^'' 

. <^ Ay, ay,'' sidd afouxth ; ^< and in ease hn b0 
testive, fetch, thou.IHck HitfUer'a .bpr», ibM b^ 
d)re9i?hes hia. matre HilJiaL'' 

A circle iKaa inisNiandy formed iNKwnd the. ^p^ 
(rate, and exhausted dervise, And while one ti^ 
y0Qm4n rabed bis feeble form from .the gr<M>Mi^4 
.another . preseftt^ to bim a huge flug^ oC ^ioe^ 
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Imui^life of Bpeedk, tbe old man shook bis head, 
and waved alway bom him with his hand the li^ 
qpai forlndden by the Proj^het ; but hia tonnent- 
oia ware not thus to be i^peased. 

*^ The horn, the horn !^ exdtaimed one. *^ Litde 
djfibrence between a Turk and a Turkidi horse, 
and we will use him omlonnitlg*"^ 

^^ By Samt 6e<»rge, you will choke him !^ said 
Loiig Aiten ; ^^ and, besides, it is a sin to tluN>w 
a(wiqr tipbn a heathen dog as muob wine as would 
sewe a good Christian for a treble night-cap.'" . 

^^ Thou know^st not the nature of these Turks 
and pagans, Long Alien,'' replied Henry Wood- 
stall ; ^' I tell thee, man, that this flagon of 
Cyprus will set his. brains a-s]^ning, just in the 
opposite directicHii that they went whirling in the 
dandngvand so brin^ him, as it were, to himself 
agiiin.-*Choke ? he wiU no more choke oa it than 
Ben's black bitch on the pound of butter.'" 

*^ And for grudging it,'" said Tomalin Black- 
lees, ^' why shouldst thou grudge the poor pay- 
nim-devil a drop of drink on earth, since thou 
know'st he is not to have a drop to cool the tip of 
Us tongue through a long eternity.'^ 
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** That were hud laws, look ye,^ sod Lonj^ 
Allen, ^^ only for being a Turk, as his fnher was 
before him. Had he been Christian tamed hea^ 
then, I grant ye the hottest comer had been gooA 
winter quarters for him.^ 

^* Hold thy peace, Long Allen,"' said Henry 
Woodstall; ^^ I tell thee that tongue of thine ia 
not the shortest limb about thee, and I prophesy 
that it will bring thee into disgrace with Father 
Francis, as once about the black^ed Syrian 
wench. — But here comes the hom.-<-Be active a 
bit, man, wilt thou, and just force open hia teeth 
with the haft of thy dudgecm dagger.*^ 

^^ Hold, hold — ^he is conformable,'^ said Toraa- 
lin ; ^^ see, see, he signs for the goUet-^^-give 
him room, boys. Oop set/ es, quoth the Dutch* 
man — down it goes like lambs-wool ! Nay, they 
are true topers when once they begin— your -Turit 
never coughs in his cup, or stinta in his liquor* 
ing.'' 

In fact, the dervise, or whatever he was, drank, 
or at least seemed to drink, the large flj^n to 
the very bottom at a i^ingle pull; and whmi he 
took it firom his lips, after the whole contents were 
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exhausted, only uttered, with a deep s^h, the 
words Allah keiim, or God is merdifuL There 
was a laugh among the yeomen who witnessed this 
pottle-deep potation, so obstreperous, as to rouse 
and disturb the King, who, raising his finger, 
Btidy angrily, '* How, knaves, no respect, no ob« 
iBervance ?''— 

AU were at once hushed into silence, well ac* 
quainted with the temper of Richard, which, at 
some times^ admitted of much military familiarity, 
and at others exacted the most precise respect, 
although the latter humour was of much more 
rare occurrence. Hastening to a more reverent 
distance from the royal person, they attempted to 
drag along with them the marabout, who, exhaust- 
ed apparently by previous fatigue, or overpower- 
ed by the potent draught he had just swallowed, 
resisted being moved from the spot, both with 
struggles and groans. 

'^ Leave him still, ye fools,"^ whispered Long 
Allen to his mates ; ^' by Saint Christopher, you 
will make our Dickon go beside himself, and we 
shall have his dagger presently fly at our costards. 
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Leave him aime^ iji less than, a minute be will 
sleep like a dormouse.'" 

. At the same moment, the Monardi darted an* 
other impatient glance to the spot, and all retreat- 
^ in haste, leaving the derv|se on die ground, 
unable, as it seemed, to stir a single limb or joint 
of his body. In a moment afterward, all was as 
still and quiet as it had been before the intru- 
sion* 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 

. I and «ither*d Murder, 
Alarum'd by his sentinel, the wolf, 
Whose howl's his watch, thus with his stealthy pacev 
With Tarquin's ravishing strides^ towards his design 
Mores Hke a ghost 

Macbeth. 

ToB the space of a quarter of an hour, or long- 
er, flrfler the incident related; alt remained per* 
fectly quiet In the front of the royal habitation. 
The King read, and mused in the entrance of his 
paTilion — behind, and with his back turned to the 
same entrance, the Nubian slave still burnished 
the ample paresse— in front of ail, at an hundred 
paces distant, the yeomen of the guard stood, sat, 
or lay extended on the grass, attentive to their 
own sports, but pursuing them in silence, while 
on the esplanade betwixt them and the front of 
the tent, lay, scarcely distinguished from a bimdle 
-of rags, the senseless form of the maraboutt 

But the Nubian had the advantage of a mirror, 

15 
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from the brillumt reflection which the surface of 
the highly polished shield now afibrded, by means 
of which he beheld, to his alarm and surprise, that 
the marabout raised his head gently from the 
ground, so as to surrey all around him, moving 
with a well-adjusted precaution, which seemed 
entirely inconsistent with the state of ebriety. He 
couched his head instantly, as if satisfied he was 
unobserved, began, with the slightest possible ap- 
pearance of voluntary effort, to drag himself, as if 
4>y diance, ever near and nearer to the King, but 
stopping, and remaining fixed at intervals* like the 
spider, which,.moving towards her olgect, collapses 
into apparent lifelessnesa» when- she thinks she is 
the suligect of observation. This species of VB^je^ 
ment appeared suspcious to the.Etiiioinan,<wli0^ 
on his part, prepared himsdf, as quietly as posr 
.«iU[e, to interfere, the instant that interferencf 
should seem to be necessary. 

The marabout meanwhile glided on gradually 
and imperceptibly, serpent-like, or rather snail- 
'like, till he was about ten yards'* distance from 
Richard'^s person, when, starting on his ftet^ he 
sprung forward with the bound of a tiger, stood at 

6 
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tbe Xing'** back in less tlian an instmt, and bran- 
dished aloft the cangiar, or poniard, wbicb.he bad 
hidden in his sleeve. Not the presence of his 
^hole army cofuld have saved their heroic MtKi 
liarch— but*the motions of the Nnbian had been 
as well calculated as those of the enthusiast, and 
ere tbe latter £ould strike, the former caught his 
irpUfted arm.' Turning his fanatical wrath upon 
what thus unexpectedly interposed betwixt him 
and his. object, the Charegite, for such. was the 
seeming marabout, dealt the Nubian a blow with 
the dagger,, which, however, only rased his arm, 
.while the far superior strength of. the Etbiopan 
easily dashed him. to the ground. Aware of what 
had passed, Richaid had now arisen, and with little 
more of surprise, anger, or interest of any kind in 
his countenance, than an ordinary man would show 
in brushing off and crushing an intrusive wasp^ 
<*aught up tbe stool on which he had been sitting, 
4md excliuming only '^ Ha, dog T dashed almost to 
pieces the skull of the assassin, who uttered twiec^ 
once in* a loud, and once in a broken tone, ^he 
words " Allah ackbar**^ — God is victorious-^-and 
expired at the King^s feet > 
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«' Ye are ctteful waiden,'' smd Richard (6 his 
ixAeeiy in' a tone of socnrnfiil reproadi, as^ aroioed 
by the bnstle of what had passed, in terror and tu« 
mult they now rushed into his tent ; — -^^ watchfiil 
sentinels ye are, to leave me to do such hangman^s 
work with ndy own hand.—- Be silent all of you, 
and cease your senseless damour! saw ye ne-^ 
rer a dead Turk before?— Here^cast that car« 
rion out di the camp, strike the head from the 
trunks and stick it on a lande, taking care to turn 
the face to Mecca, that he may the easier tell the 
foul impostor, on whose inspiration he came hi- 
ther, how he has sped on his errand. — ^For thee, 
my swart and silent friend,^ he added, turning 
to the Ethiopian— <^ Bui how's this F— thou' art 
wounded — 2Uid with a poisoned weapon, I warrant 
me, for by force of stab so weak an animal as that 
could scarce hope to do more than ra^ the Lion's 
hide. — Sudk the poison from his wound one of you 
— ^e Venom is harmless oh the lips, though fiital 
when it mmgles with the blood/' 

The yeomen looked on each other confusedly 
and widi hesbatioh, the apprehension of so strange 
a danger prevailing with those who feared no 
other. 
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«• HoW now, sitrftbg,'' cmitliitt€jd the King, « «e 
you dftinty-Iipped, cAf di» jr«ib ftftr deillb, that you 
dftUy thus r , . 

^< Not th^ dMHh (of a ttftfl^'' luiid Long AUen^ 
to whom the Hisig l&iAed $» he Bp6k& ; << bat me* 
ifainb I w6\M riot die like A pdismied rat tbt fihe 
Mke of a bla^k ehatti^l ifa^n^^ thai in bdi^^ht and 
0old in a market like 1^ Maittemas e^.*" 

^^ His Grace e^eaks to men of anddng poiaon,'' 
mattered another yeoman, ^* as if he dald, Gb to^ 
iwaUow a gboseterry !** 

«' Nay," said Riefantd, << I wwiat bade maa da 
that wfaioh I wouM not do niyti^i'' 

And, tddumf fii^W oeremcmy, and in is^taaf 
the general ees:postu]atioi» 4^ Aeae atonnd, and A^ 
respectfoi Dpporidi^ of the NcAian hittiself> the 
King of England apftied his lijte to the wound of 
Ae black isbve, treatUg with ridkmle all temon. 
idtrahoesianddterfMrW^jliiigalltefflstattc^. He had 
no sooner itti^nnitted Ms ftiDgnht. oeeopilion, 
than the Nubian started from him^ and casting a 
flcarf oTtir his arm, intimated by gestures, as firm 
in purpose as they were respectful in manner, his 

VOL. tv. L 
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delerminaticMi noi topennit the Momurch to xenaw 
80 degMii]^ an etaj^yment Long Allen also 
interposed, saying, that were it necessary to pre> 
rent the King engaging i^ain in a tieatment of this 
kin^t his own lips, tongue, and teeth, were at the 
seirvioe of thue B^ro, (as he caUed the Ethiopian,) 
and that he woidd eat him up bodily, rather than 
King RichftNTs month should again approach him^ 

Neville, who entered with other officers, added 
his remonstrances. 

^^ Nay, nay, make not a needless halloo about 
a hart that the hounds have lost, or a danger when 
it is over,^ said the King-— *^ the wound will be a 
trifle, lor the blood is scarce dmwn — an anjpry cat 
had-deah a deeper acratcb-*'-«nd, fiur me, I have 
but to take a Arachm of orvietan by way of pr^ 
caution, though it is needless.''^ 

Thus spoke Ridiard^ a little ashamed, ipf thapfr, 
of his own c<mdescenalon, dmugh san<^ned both 
by humanity and gratitude. But when N^vil}^ 
4X>ntinued to make remonstrances on the peril to 
bis royal pers(m, the King imposed sijence q« 
him. . 

" Peace, I prithee— make no more of it-^I.did 
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ii bufe to show these ignorant pvgudiced knave* 
how they might help each other when those oow^ 
ardly caitiffs come against us with sarbacanes and 
poisoned shafts.— -But,"" he added, <' take thee this 
Nubian to thy quarters, Nenlle*— I have changed 
my mind touching him — ^kt him be well cared finr 
-^Buty hark in thine ear— see that he escafies thee 
not— ^ere is more in him than seems. Let him 
ha^e all liberty, so that he leave not the camp.—* 
And you, ye beef-deyouring, wine-swillingEnglish 
mastifib, get ye to your guard again, and be sure 
yen keep it more warily. Think not you are now 
in your own land of fair play, whieare meh speak 
before they strike, and shake hands ere they.cot 
throats. Danger in our land walks openly, and 
with his blade drawn, and defies Ae foe wh<m& he 
means to assault. But here he challenges you with 
a silk-glove instead of a steeLgauntlet, cuts your 
throat with the fiMthw of a turtle-dove, stabs you 
wi^ the tongue of a priest'^s brooch^ or throttles 
yoii widi the lace of my lady^s boddice. Go to-— 
keep your eyes dpen and ypur mouths shut- 
drink less and look sharper about you ; or I will 
^ace your huge stomachs on sudbi allowance, as 
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would jkiiidi llie sMudi of a p^Amt SaDleh- 

The jmiom^ abislied and mmtiAei^ with&eir 
to dim (Kiflt^ iilid Ncrirffle waft Mfpm^^ 
MMo inlfa hb mafttor Upon the la^ of paMbg 
•rei^ ihtts aHghtly their n^ijgeiice u^ th#r 
dtttf i atfd the proprietjr of an etample m a-oaee 
m ]^e^iliarly aggravated as die peanaittBi^ a per. 
son fio fituipiriouB ae the BMn^ut to a{>proaeh 
iHthm dagger^e l^gth of his pergon^ when Bioh. 
aM ifttemipted hint wkh, <' Speak ndt pf it^ Ne^ 
fflle^^wettld'flt thou have me avenge A^ petty nA 
t» my own pertob meofe fieveieljr Asm the torn of 
Hiaglatia'sBamier? Itha8beeHetoleii<testdtaiifay 
a Aiefj Of deKveredup by a traitor, aftd no Uood 
hae beeiK dh6d for it— My saMe firmd^ thou art 
an e^typuader of mysteiies, eaith die iUuetiioue 
GMdad^^now wouM I give diee thine ofwn weight 
in goldy if) hy rearing one attll fakoloer than thy- 
ifriP^ or what odier means thou wilt, thou couldit 
riio# me the thief who did mme honour diat 
wrotig. What say'st thou ? h^ r 

The mute seoeaed deflboua to speak, butiittar- 
edonly that imperftct sound ptop^ to hie indaii- 
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chsdy condition, then folded Im arms, loo]l^e4 on 
i)ie King it\ih w eye pf iiitelligence, ai|d nodded 
in aasFeir to |ii« q^^8^. 

*^ How r said Richard, -with joyfu} in)p9|t|e|v^ 
^^ Wilt thou undertake to make discovery in ihis 
matter?" 

The Nuhi^p sla'v'e repeat;^ the same potion. 

^^ Bi^t bow phf^ll we undepstand ei^h other ?^ 
9aid the l^g^^i-^ Caiwt thou write, good feU 
bw?'* 

Th^ sh^ye again nodded in asaent* 

^^ Qire him writing-tools,^ said the ^ing. 
" Th^y wpre rpadi^r m mj father's tent th^ 
nnne^hut they he sopiewbere about, if tfaif 
scordung din^sit^ have not dried up the ink* 
Why, %\nB feljpw i^ a jewel— -a black diamond, 

" So pl^iise you, my li^ge,'* said Neyille, ^ if 
I Riight speak my poor mind, it were ill dealing 
in tbi;? ware. Th^ man must be a wiaard, and 
wiaards deal with the Enemy^ who hath most iii* 
,ter89^ to «ow tm:e« among the whe«t, und bring 
dis^^on into <w w^ndl»> and*-^^** 

** PlWe^ N^svflfe* Wi4 Bich«rd. « Hplte to 
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your northern hound when he is close on the 
haunch of the deer, and hope to caU him, hot 
seek not to stop Plantagenet when he hath hope 
to retrieve his honour.^ 

The slave, who, during this discussion bad 
been writing, in which art he seemed skilful, now 
arose, and pressing what he had written to his 
brow, prostrated himself as usual, ere he deliver- 
ed it into the King'*s hands. The scroll was in 
French, although their intercourse had hitherto 
been conducted by Richard in the lingua Franca. 

** To Bichard, the conquering and invincible 
King of England, this from the humblest of his 
slaves. Mysteries are the sealed caskets of Hea- 
ven, but wisdom may devise means to open the 
lock. Were your slave stationed where the lead- 
ers of the host were made to pass before* him in 
order, doubt nothing, that if he who did the injury 
whereof my King complains shall be among the 
number, he may be made manifest in his iniquity, 
though it be hidden under seven veils.^ 

** Now, by Saint George !" said KingHichard,* 
" thou hast spoken most opportunely.— Neville, 
thou know^st, that when we muster our troops to- 
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ttonroiir, the princes bave screed, tbat to expiate 
the afiront offered to England in tbe theft of her 
IBanner, the leaders should pass our new standard 
as it floats on Saint George^s Mount, and salute 
it with formal regard. Befieve me, the secret trai- 
tor will not dare to absent himself from an expur- 
gation so solemn, lest his very absence should be 
matter of suspicion — There will ye place our saMe 
man of counsel, and, if his art can deteet the vil" 
lain, leave me to deal with him."" 

^* My liege,'* said Neville, with the frankness 
of an English baron, *' beware what work you be- 
gin. Here is the concord of our holy league un^ 
expectedly renewed— ^will you, upon such suspi- 
cions as a negro slave can instil, tear open wounds 
so lately closed— or will you use the solemn pro- 
cession, adopted for the reparation of your honour, 
and establishment of unanimity amongst the dis- 
cording princes, as the means of again finding out 
new cause of ofifence, or reviving ancient quarrels ? 
It were scarce too strong to say, this were a breach 
of ihe declaration your Grace made to the assem- 
bled Council of the Crusade.*" 

** Neville,^ said the King, sternly interrupting 
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bun, ^^ thy «8id makes tbfeprflgoroptaons md oup 
moD^iljr N^«r did i piDmifie to abstain &om 
tril^fig w\^yftx mei^ were vpost piximiaiiig to 
#9Ppyfv ^e ii|fan|oi]8 aiatligr of the attack on my 
hmoftt. £^Ibad4oneBo,{woiildhi^Tereipfl»iii^ 
ctf^ jpaj kiiig4oi|i-^iny Hie. AU xny dedaiaticyos 
vere under (his i^epes^ary and abi^^iite qni^lifica- 
t}|9?i ;T-only9 if Aik^a bad steppedforfh and own- 
ed the iigDry like a man, I prp^r^ for the sa)^ 
of Christendom, to haye fpigiyen hin^'*^ 

^^ t^uti" continued \b^ baron, anxiou^y, ^^ what 
hfipe that this juiK^ling s^ave of S^l^n will no^ 
palter with yoiur Grape ?"' 

^' Pe^, Neyille,"? sfiid %\m Kog; '' thou 
ddnk'st thyself mighty wise, ao4^ but a fool* 
A^ind thou my charge touching this fpUpwtr^ihere 
ijBf mor^ ip him thai^ thy Wef^Unoreland wit c^ 
£ithom* — And thou, sw^^rt and sil^^, prepare to 
perform the feat thou hast promised, and, by tb^ 
word of a King, thou §halt choose thfne pi^i^ j?e- 
CQmp^l|ce*-Tr-l40, he wri|;es agfiin.'" 

The mnte accqrdiiigly wrqte and deliTeire^ \p 
the King, with the saine form fs befi^ire, a^iother 
slip of pfHpif r, cojitaining l^he§e y^^dn.'^^ ^he will 
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of the King is ihe lafw to his islaTe-i^iiunr dotli i^ 
became )iim to ^k gvu^dpn fov ^fK^mg^of Uf 
devoir.'' 

<< Gtuir^p^ aii4 devoir r M^ ^ }^h)g> iater- 
nqptiQg.hiixifi^ 98 he rea4, and f|)^9kpg (9 N«- 
tiUp in Itbe ^Bj^h tqpgae irith «M)ine ^ii^}H^i^ 
OB tjie w^4c^-T7'^ Thj^se E^st^sip petoqple will fxq^ 
b; the €Vtt89dei:9r<rtI|Qr lure apfpiriiig |ha ha- 
gf}|ige of cbi^abrytr^rAxid see, Ne¥i}le, hov duh 
CQi^pose4 that £b)1pw lop)i|ik<^i¥ere it iv)^ liv ^ 
^0^7 l^e FouU UfiAf I should wt tl^ok i^ 
S^angfi if h^ u|tti^tQQ4 ▼hSi I W"'''^? #^ 
perilous lingftif tfr'' 

>^ The poor ^^caj^^ P^Hw^ yonr Pvfos's 
fBjr^'' ^ Jf^Y^le f " it is i\ath^^g uwri^." 

« W^U, bu^r fiP9ti«¥^ t^\^ JQ«fc ^tffikiflg.*p 
P9P^ Y\t^ hi^ &M^, * Jie pw^^etd^d, '^ *is 
bold 9(frpU prppeedf tq »F, ^hftt cwr tiwity f^f^ 
iiBf ct^g^ ]ritl» # ffifssuig^ §fW §ala4i?i to tb^ 
l^j i;4iA Pl^mg^et, aftdx^j^yes peans m^ 
pppprtmiity to fleJfY^r jt, WM t|i«^>t thou of 
a r^qp&est sq p^d^l;— b^ Np^ille?'' 

'^ I c^fifiiOt $#y," i^i4 N?YiU«> " hpw ibucIi £r^ 

dow my ?«Jis^ wi^ y<w^ Qi«?e, \m ^be Ipi^ pf 
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the messenger^s nedc would be a short one, wbo 
riiould cany such a request to the Soldsu on the 
part of your Graee.*** 

*^ Nay, I thank Hearen that I covet none of 
Us san-humt beauties,"^ said Richard ; *^ and for 
puniahuig this fellow finr di8chaif;iBg his maata'^s 
errand, and that when he has just sared my I^ 
— onethinks it were somethii^ too summary. Fll 
tdl thee, Neville, a aecret— 4br, although our 
aable and mute minister be present, he cannot, 
thou know^st, tell it over again, even if he should 
chance to understand ua— I tell thee, that, fw 
this fortnight past, I have been under a stninge 
fipell, and I would I were disenchanted. There 
has no sooner any one done me good service, but 
lo you, he cancels his interest in me by some deep 
injury ; and, on the other hand, he who hath de- 
nerved death at my hands for some treachery or 
some insult, is sure to be the very person, of sil 
others, who confiets upon me some obligation that 
overbalances his dnnmts, and renders respite of 
his sentence a debt due from my honour. Thus, 
thou see^st, I am deprived of the best part of my 
royid function, since I can neither punish men nor 
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reward them. Until the influence of thb disquali- 
fying planet be passed away, I will say nothing 
concerning the request of this our sable attendant, 
save that it is an unusually bold one, and that 
his best chance of finding grace in our eyes will 
be^ to endeavour to make the discovery which he 
proposes to achieve in our behalf. Meanwhile, 
Neville, do thou look well to him^ and-let him be 
honouradbly cared for.^— -And hark thee once more,^^ 
be said, in a low whisper, ^* seek out yonder her- 
mit of Engaddi, and bring him to me forthwith, 
be he saint or savage, madman or sane. Let me 
see him privately.^ 

Neville retired from the royal tent, signing to 
the Nubian to follow him, and much surprised at 
what he had seen and heard, and especially at the 
linusual demeanour of the King. In general, no 
task was so easy as to discover Richard^s immedi*- 
ate course of sentiment and feeling, though it 
might, in some cases, be difficult to calculate its 
duration ; for no weathercock obeyed the chan- 
ging wind more readily, than the King his gusts 
of passion. But, on the present occasion, his 
manner seemed unusually constrained and myste- 
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Twm^ nor was it wsy to guess whether 4isple»< 
sure or kindn^f» predomimited in Us conduct to* 
Wj9f4s lun imw 4qp^lid«nt, or in the loo)» with 
wl4^h,ftpn\$i|i|etptim^h^rqpir^ Tft^ 

r^y i^Bfn^ whiph th^ King }u4 ren^er^ to 
Gpiuit^rM^ thjQ h04^§«t« |ijf the Nuhian't^ wmn^ 
ip^% CF^^p to iNilgni^e |he pj^lign^fm ponfeired on 
him hj the dity^, whw h^ int^cejUe^ the blow 
of thff sAWun; 1m% it 8^me4 sf a nmeh longer 
a^cpuQl fs^iVi^e^ tp be aprapg^ befwe^ themj 
that <h(i Mon^rfjb was doi^btfi^ wh^Aer ih^ 
settl^wnt imghl l^are hiin> upon. the whpl^ 
debtor or creditor, and that, therefofe, he amffh» 
med, in the saeantain^ a iieut^ d^eaea^our; winch 
might suit with eidi^r chfuri^ter, J^a for th^ Nuhi^ 
^% 1^ whMeirer m^9m he h|i4 aoqwed (heart f^ 
writing );he European Iffiaguages, the hmqn It? 
miiine4 coij^vinced that the Englfti Ibongue wa^ a^f 
least upl^powp to him» sipce, having watchii4 hisii 
plosely during the las^ Pftrt of the ipte^vieir, hie 
coppeiYeA i^ impossiUe for any on^ und«rfit;i^ding 
§ cony^ation, of wbieh he yr^ Im^V the^ suh^ 
jei^t, to have jso jpon^p^tely c^ypid^ (he appet^pfnce 
offailqi«ip^j[e§$ipit, 
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CHAP'TBH IXi 



Vfho*i there ?^AppnNldi«»'ti* IdtUlf d^^M 
My learned physician and a friend. 

Sir Eustace Gnti. 



Ova nArrktiT^ t^thi^rdded tti a fletidd shortljf 
preyious to the iiKcideiit« last ttken&mtd, wlten, as 
th^ reader must i^m tob^, the iinfbrlfiittilte Kn^ht 
of tlie Leopard, bestowed upon tl^ A^iAiah filiy- 
flidsa by Eit^ Ri^hard^ nither as a fiilave than in 
any oilier cajpttcity, i^as eitiled froin tbe ^anip of 
the erUsadclts^ ll WHdse rlilika he had so often add 
iM brilliantly dktingiiishcd hitai^df. Heldkir^ 
Us iiew master,' M so he Ainst tidW terfai the H«- 
kim, to the MooHi^ tents whi6h cdnlained his re- 
tinue and his piN>^e9H;y, with the stnpified iB^mga 
of one, who, fallen from the scmmit of a ptecipie^ 
and escaping unexpectedly with life, is jwst dide 
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to drag himself from the fatal spot, but without 
the power of estimating the extent of the damage 
which he has sustained. Arriyed at the tent, he 
threw himself without speech of any kind, upon 
a couch of dressed buffido'*s hide, which was 
pointed out to him by his conductor, and hiding 
his face betwixt his hands, groaned heavily, as if 
his heart was on the point of bursting. The phy- 
ndan heard him, as he was giyii^ orders to his 
numerous domestics to prepare for their depar- 
ture the next morning before day-break, and, 
moyed with compassion, interrupted his ooccq[ia- 
tion to sit down, crosslegged, by the side of his 
couch, and administer comfort according ta the 
Oriental manner. ' . 

<^ My Meody^ he said, <^ be of good comfort-H- 
for what sayeth the poet-^it is better that & man 
should be the servant o£ a kind Aiaster, than the 
slave of his own wild passions. Again, be of good 
eourage, because, whereas Ysouf Ben Yagoube 
was sold to a King by his brethren, even to Pha- 
raoh King of Egypt, thy King hath, on the other 
hand, bestowed thee on one who will be to thee as 
a barother.^ 
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Sir Ketmeth inade an effort to thank the Ha- 
kim, but his heart was too full, and the indistinct 
sounds which acccnnpanied his abortive attempts 
to reply, induced the kind physician to desist from 
his premature endeavours at consolatum. He left 
his new domestic, or guest, in quiet, to indulge 
lus sorrows, and havii^ cmnmanded all the neces* 
sary preparations for dieir departure on the mom- 
in^, sat down upcm the carpet of the tent, and in- 
dulged himself in a moderate repast After he 
had thus refreshed himsdf, similar viands were 
oflfoed to the Scottish Knight; but diough the 
slaves let him understand that the next day 
would be &r advanced ere they^ould halt forthe 
pilrpote of refreshment. Sir Kenneth could not 
overcome die disgust which he felt against swaU 
lowing any nouridiment, and could be prevailed 
upon to taste nothing, saving a draught of cok^ 
water. 

He was awake, long after his Arab host had per- 
formed his usual devotions^ and betaken himself tq 
his repose, nor had sleep visited him at the houi^ 
of midnight, when a movement took place among 

10 
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tM diMeiiAiSSy niathj tbMgli ittttictod with no 
lipMihy liiid vetj little iioi§&, itetde him awsi^e 
%htj Were loididg the caitieb Md ptepaering for 
deptirtftre^ lii the eeorse of thew fveparatioiiB, 
the ]m jimim Who wM di8tt}thed5 WdHp^g the 
phy^to hiBQhsdf, wad the Km^ ^ Scdttimd^ 
whom, about thiM in the tttoning, A «dtt of mih 
jor-ddmo, or iiiaster of ihe hotttfehdld, aeqtii^biObE^ 
that he must anse. He did §o, Witfatitit fartl^ 
answer, and followed him itito the mootiUghl, 
where stood the fcamels, mdst Df wUeb w^e al* 
ready loaded, and one only i^ttiained faic^ibig 
lutitil its burthen should be confipleted. 

A littk apart &t>ln the camels stobd ^ hvtv^kitt 
of horses ready bridled and sadffled, itnd thd 
Hakim himself combg forth, fifkrtmted db on^ tH 
them with as mud i^ty as the gi^ave deeoHtitt 
of his character permitted, and directed ailotlt&^ 
which he pointed out, to be led towards Sir Btftt- 
nethi An English officer was in attendance, to 
escort them through the camp of the carusaden, 
and to ensure their leaving it in sa^y, and all 
was ready for their departure. The pavilioR 
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wliich they had left, was, in the meanwhile^ struck 
with singular dispatch, and the tent-poles and 
coverings composed the burthen of the last camel 
-^when the physician, {oonounciiig solemnly the 
.verse of the Koran, .^^ God be our guide, and 
Mah^nmed our protector in the desert as in the 
watered field,'" the whde cavalcade was instantly 
in motion. 

In traversing the camp, they wei^ challenged 
by the various sentinels who maintained guard 
there, and suffered to proceed in silence, or with 
a. muttered curse upon their prophet, as they pass- 
ed the post of some more ssealous crusader. At 
length, the last barriers were left behind them, 
land the party formed themiselves for the march 
with military precaution. Two or three horse- 
men advanced in front as a vanguard ; one or two 
remained a bow-shot in the rear ; and, wherever 
the ground admitted, others were detached to 
keep an outlook on the flanks. In this manner 
they proceeded onward, while Sir Kenneth, look- 
ing back on the moonlight camp, might now indeed 
seem banii^ed, deprived at oxice of honour and of 
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liberty, from the glimmering bamiCTs under which 
he had hoped to gain additional renown, and the 
tented dwellings of chivalry, of Christianity, and 
—of Edith Plantagenet 

The Hakim, who rode .by his side, obs^rv^ed, 
in his usual tone of sententious coB8ol«tion-<^<* It 
is unwise to look back whai the journey lieth fiir- 
ward ;^ and as he spoke, the horse of the knight 
made such a perilous stumble, as threatened to add 
a practical moral to the tale. 

The knight was compelled by this hint to give 
more attention to the management of his steed, 
which more than once required the assistance and 
support of the check-bridle, although, in other 
respects, nothing could be more easy at once, and 
active, than the ambling pace at which the ani- 
mal (which was a mare) proceeded. 

*^ The conditions of that horse,^^ observed the 
sententious physician, *^ are like those of human 
fortune ; seeing that amidst his most swift and easy 
pace, the rider must guard himself against a fall, 
and that it is when prosperity is at the highest, 
that our prudence should be awake and vigilant, 
to prevent misfortune." 
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The overloaded appetite loaths even the honey- 
comb, and it is scarce a wonder that the knight, 
mortified and harassed with misfortuneB and 
abasement, became something impatient of hear- 
ing his misery made, at every turn, the ground of 
proverbs and apothegms, however just and appo- 
site. 

** Methinks,^^ he said, rather peevishly, ^^ I 
wanted no additional illustration of the instabili- 
ty of fortune— though I would thank thee. Sir 
Hakim, for thy choice of a steed for me, would 
the jade but stumble so effectually as at once to 
break my neck and her own.^ 

<^ My brother,^ answered the Arab sage, with 
imperturbable gravity, ^' thou speakest as one of 
the foolish. Thou say^st in thy heart, that the 
sage should have given one as his guest, the 
younger and better horse, and reserved the old 
one for himself; but know, that the defects of the 
older steed may be compensated by the energies of 
the young rider, whereas the violence of the young 
horse requires to be moderated by the cold tem- 
per of the older.'' 

So spoke the sage ; but neither to this obser- 
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ration did Sii Kenneth return any answer which 
could lead to a continuance of their conversa- 
tion, and the physidan, wearied, jyerhaps, of ad- 
ministering comfort to one who would not be 
comforted, signed to one of his retinue. 

'^ Hassan/ he said, ^^ hast thou nothing where- 
with to beguile the way ?** 

Hassan, story-teller and poet by profession, 
spurred up, upon this summons, to exercise his 
calling. — ^* Lord of the palace of life,^ he said, 
addressing the physiaan, ** thou, before whom 
the angel Asrael spreadeth his wings for flight-— 
thou, wiser than Solimaun ben Daoud, upon whose 
signet was inscribed the real name which con- 
trols the spirits of the elements— forbid it, Hea- 
Ten, that while thou travellest upon the track of 
benevolence, bearing healing and hope wherever 
thou comest, thine own course should be sadden<« 
ed for lack of the tale and of the song. Behcdd, 
while thy servant is at thy side, he will pour fordi 
the treasures of his memory, as the fountain send- 
eth her stream beside the pathway, for the refresh- 
ment of him that walketh thereon.'^" 

After this exordium, Hassan uplifted his voice, 
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and begwa a tale of love and magic, intermixed 
Fith feats of warlike achievement, and ornaments 
ed with abundant quotations from the Persian 
poets, with, whose compositions the orator seemed 
familiar. The retinue of the physician, such ex- 
cepted as were necessarily detained in attendance 
on the camels, thronged up to the narrator, and 
pressed as dose as deference for their master per- 
mitted, to enjoy the deMght which the inhabi- 
tants of the East have ever derived from this ispe- 
des of exhiUtion. 

At another.time, notwithstanding hb imperfect 
knowledge of the language, Sir. Kenneth might 
have been interested in ike, recitation, which> 
diough dictated by a more extravagant imagina- 
tion, and expressed in more inflated and metapho- 
rical language, bore yet a strong resemUance to 
the. romances of chivalry^ then so fuhionaUe in 
Europe. But as matters stood with him, he 
was scarcely even. sensible that a man in the cen- 
tre of the cavalcade redted and sung, in a bw 
tone, for nearly two hours, modulating his Voice, 
to the various moods of passion introduced into 
the tale, and receiving, in return, now low mur- 
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miin of applaiue, now muttered expresaioiig of 
wonder, now sighs and tears, and sometimes^ 
what it was fiur more difficult to extract from sudi 
an audience^ a tribate of smiles, and even laugh- 
ter. 

During theredtation, the attei^on of the «dle, 
however abstracted by his own deep sorrow, was 
occasionally awakened by the deep wail of a dogi 
secured in a wicker inclosure suspended on one 
of the camels, widch, as an experienced woods- 
man, he had no hesitation in recognising to be 
that of his own faithfol hound ; and from the 
plaintive tone of the animal, he had no doubt tlwt 
he was sensiUe of his master^s vidnky, and in his 
way invoking his assistance for liberty and re- 
scue* 

'< Ahis ! poor Boswal,"" he said, ^^ thou callest 
for aid and sympathy, upon one in stricter bond- 
age than thou thyself art I will not 45eera to 
heed thee, or return thy affection, dnce it would 
serve but to load our parting with yet more bitter- 
ness." 

Thus passed the hours of night, and the space 
of dim hazy dawn, which forms the twilight of a 
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Syriftn morning. But when the very first line of 
the nm*t disk began t6 ris^ above ih^ Iclvel -hori* 
flon, and when the very firat level ray ithot glim- 
*mering in dew along the surface of the desert, 
which the timvellerg had now attained, the sono^ 
roua voice of £1 Hakim hinlsetf overpowered and 
eut short the narrative of the tale^tell^, while he 
eaoaed to resound along the sands the soleinn 
sommons, which the muezzins thunder at mom* 
ing from the tninaret of every mosque. 

^< To {Hray^-^to payer ! God is the one God. 
-—To payer — ^to prayer ! Mahommed is the pro- 
phet of G6d«-- To paye9r-«*4o ftiy&t t Tiriie is 
flying fiom yoa.-«*To prayer— -to payer ! Judgu 
raent is drawing nigh to you.^ 

In an instant each Moslem cast himself from 
his horse, tamed his face towards Mecca, and per- 
formed with sand an imitation of thdse aUiitions, 
which were elsewhere required to be made with* 
water, while each individual, in brirf but fervent 
ejacidations, recommended himself to the care, 
and his sins to the forgiveness, of God and the 
pophet* 

Even Sir Kenneth, whose reason at once and 
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prejudices were offended by seeing his companions, 
in that which he considered as an act of idolatEy^ 
could not help respecting the sincerity of their mis- 
guided zeal, and being stimulated by thdr feryour ' 
to i^ly supplications to Heaven in a purer form, 
wondering, meanwhile, what new-born fiseUngs 
could teach him to accompany in prayer, though 
with varied invocation, those very Saracens, whose 
heathenish worship he had conceived a crime, dis- 
honourable to the land in which high miracks 
had been wrought, and where the day-star of re- 
demption had arisen. 

The act of devoti(m, however, though rendeied 
in such strange society, burst purdy from his na- 
tural feelings of religious duty, and had its uaual 
effect in composing the spirits, which had been 
long harassed by so rapid a succession of calami- 
ties. The sincere and earnest approach of the 
Christian to the throne of the Almighty, teaches 
the best lesson of patience under affliction ; since 
wherefore should wemock the Deity with suppli- 
cations, when we insult him by murmuring under 
his decrees ?— or how, while our prayers have in 
^very word admitted the vanity and nothingness 
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of the things of time in comparison to those of 
eternity, should we hope to deceiye the Searchi^r 
of Hearts, by permitting the world and worldly 
pasfiions to reassume then: turbulent empire oyer 
our bosoms, the instant when our devotions ste 
efided? Tfaore have been*, and p^haps are now, 
persons so inconsistent, as to suffer earthly passion 
to reassume the reins even immediatdly after a 
solemn address to Heaven ; but Sir Kenneth was 
not of thc^. He felt himself comforted and 
strengthened^ and better prepared to execute or 
submit to whatever his destikiy might call upon 
him to do or to suffer. 

Meanwhile the party of Saracens regained 
their saddles, and continued their route, and the 
tale-teller, . Hassan, resumed the thread of his 
narrative ; but it was no longer to the same at- 
tentive audience. A horseman, who had ascend- 
ed some high ground on the right hand of the 
little column, had returned on a speedy gallop to 
£1 Hakim, and communicated with him. Four or 
five more cavaliers had then been dispatched, and 
the little band, which might consist of about twen- 
ty or thirty persons, bc^an to follow them with 
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their eyes, as men ftom whoie gestures, and ad* 
vinoe or retresty they were to sngur g<6od or eviL 
Hassan, finding hb audience inattentiTe, or bring 
Umself attracted bjr the dnbioiis appearances on 
the flank, stinted in Us song; and the march be* 
came silent, save when a camd-driver caUed out to 
his patient charge, or some anxious follower of the 
Hakim communicated with his next neighbour in 
a hurried and low whisper. 

This suspense continued until they had rounds 
ed a ridge, composed of hillodts of sand, whidi 
concealed from their main body the object that 
had created this alarm among their scouts. Sit 
Kenneth could now see, at the disbmce of a mile or 
more, a dark olgect moving rapidly <m the bosoin 
of the desert, which his experienced eye recogni«> 
zed for a party of cavalry, much superior to their 
own in numbers, and, from the thick and frequent 
flashes which flung back the level beams of the 
rising sun, it was plain that these were Europeans 
in their complete panoply. 

The anxious looks which the horsemen of El 
Hakim now cast upon their leader, seemed to in- 
dicate deep apprehension ; while he, with gravity 
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u undisturbed as when he culled his followers to 
prayer, detached two of hb best mounted cay»- 
liers» with instructions to approach as closely as 
prudoice permitted to these trarellers of the de- 
sert, and observe more minutely their numbers, 
their. character, and, if possible, their purpose. 
The approach of danger, or what was feared as 
such, was like a stimulating draught to one in 
apathy, and recalled Sir Kenneth to himself and 
his situation. 

<^ What fear you from these Christian horse- 
men, for such they seem P'^ he said to the Hakim. 

^^ Feair r said El Hakim, repeating the word 
disdainfUly*— -^^ The sage fears nothing but Hea-r 
yen — ^but ever expects from wicked men tlie worst 
which they can do.'' 

<^ They are Christians,'' said Sir Kenneth, 
<< and it is the time of truoe*--why should you 
fear a breach of fidthP" 

" They are the priestly soldiers of the Tem- 
pie," answered El Hakim, ^^ whose vow limits 
them to know neither truce nor faith with the 
worshippers of Islam. May the prophet blight 
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th^n, both root, branch, and twig !— Their peace is 
war, and their faith is fiikehood. Other invadersof 
Palestine have their times and moods of courtesy. 
The lion Richard will spare when he has conquer-, 
ed — ^the eagle Philip will dose his wing when he 
has stricken a prey-— even the Austrian bear will 
sleep when he is gorged ; but this horde. c^eyer- 
hungry wolves know neither pause nor satiety in 
thdr rapme. — See^st thou not that they are de- 
taching a party from their main body, and that 
they take an eastern direction ? Yon are their 
pages and squires, whom they train up in th^ 
accursed mysteries, axid whom, as lighter mounted, 
they send to cut us off from our watering-place. 
But they will be disappointed. / know the war 
of the desert yet better thim they/' 

He spoke a few words to his principal officer, 
and his whole demeanour and countenance was 
at once changed from the solemn repose of an 
Eastern sage, accustomed more to contemplation 
than to action, into the prompt and proud expres- 
sion of a gallant soldier, whose energies are rou- 
sed by the near approach of a danger, which he at 
once foresees and despises. 
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To Sir Kemietli's eyes the approaching crisis 
had a diiferent aspect, and when Adonbeck said 
to him, " Thou must tany close by my side,*' he 
answered sdemnly in the niegatiye. 

*^ Yonder,** he said, " are my comrades in arms 
•^the men in'whose society I have vowed to fight 
or fall— -on their banner gleams the sign of our 
most blessed redemption — I cannot fly from the 
Cross in company with the Crescent.^ 

<' Fool i"" said the Hakim ; '< their first action 
would be to do thee to death, were it only to con- 
ceal their breach of the truce.'' 

^' Of that I must take my chance," replied Sir 
Kenneth ; ^* but I wear not the Ixmds of the in-, 
fidels an instant longer than I can cast them from 
me.'' 

" Then will I compel thee to follow me," said 
El Hakim. 

" Compel 1" answered Sir Kenneth, angrily. 
" Wert thou not my benefactor, or one who has 
showed will to be such, and were it not that it 
is to thy confidence I owe the freedom of these 
hands, which thou might'st have loaded with fet- 
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ters, I would show thee that, unarmed as I am, 
compulsion would be no easy task.*** 

** Enough, enough,^^ replied the Arabian phy- 
sician, *^ we lose time even when it is beocHning 
precious.^ 

So saying, he threw his arm aloft, and nttared 
a loud and shrill cry, as a dgnal to those of his 
retinue, who instantly dispersed themselves on the 
face of the desert, in as many different directions 
as a chaplet of beads when the string is broken. 
Sir Kenneth had no time to note what ensued ; 
for, at the same instant, the HaUm seised the 
rein of his steed, and putting his own to its met- 
tle^ both sprung forth at once with the suddenness 
of light, and at a pitch of velocity which almost 
deprived the Scottish knight of the power of re- 
spiration, and 1^ him absolutely incapable, had he 
been desirous, to have checked the caiter of his 
guide. Practised as Sir Kenneth was in horseman- 
ship from his earliest youth, the speediest horse 
he had evex mounted was a tortoise in comparison 
to those of the Arabian sage. They spumed the 
sand from behind them— they seemed to devour 
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the desert before them-^miles flew away with mi- 
nutes, and yet their strength seemed unabated, 
and their respiration as free as when they first 
started upon the wonderfiil race. The motion, 
too, as easy as it was rapid, seemed more Uke fly- 
ing through the air than riding on the earth, and 
was attended with no unpleasant sensation, save 
the awe naturally felt by one who is moving at 
such astonishing speed, and the difliculty of 
breathing occasioned by their passing through 
the air so rapidly. 

It was not until after an hour of this portentous 
motion, and when all human pursuit was far, far 
behind, that the Hakim at length rdlaxed his 
speed, and slacking the pace of the horses into 
a hand gallop, began, in a voice as composed and 
even as if he had been walking for the last hour^ 
a descant upon the excell^ce of his coursers to the 
Scot, whoj teeathless, half bfind, half deaf, and 
altogether giddy, from the rapidity of this singu- 
lar ride, hardly comprehended the words which 
flowed so fireely from his companion. 

" These horses,'' he stud, " are of the breed call- 
ed the Winged, equal in speed to aught excepting 
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the Borak of the prophet Th^ are fed on the 
gdden barley of Yemen, mixed with spiees, and 
with a small portion of dried sheep's flesh. Kings 
have given provinces to possess them, and thdr 
ag^ is active as their youth. Thou, Naaar^ae, art 
the. first, save a true believer, that ever had beneath 
his loins one of this noble race, a gift of the 
prophet himself to the blessed Ali, his Irinsmaft 
and Ueut^ant, well called the Lion of God* 
Time lays his touch so lightly on these gene- 
rous steeds, that the mare on. which thou now 
sittest has seen five times five years pass over 
her, yet retains her pristine speed and vigour^ 
only that in the career the support of a bridle^ 
managed by a hand more experienced than diine, 
hath now become necessary. May the prophet be 
Uessed, who hath bestowed on the true believars 
the means of advance and retreat, which causeth 
thdr iron-dothed enemies to be worn out with 
their own ponderous weight 1 How the horses of 
yonder dog Templars must have snorted and 
blown, when they had toiled fedock-deep in the 
desert for one-twentieth part of the space which 
these brave steeds have left behind them, without 
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one thi(^ pant, or a drop of moisture upon thoir 
deek and Tolvet coiats T 

The Scottish faught, vho had now begun to 
recoTer his breath and powers of attention, could 
not help acknowledging in his heart the advantage 
possessed by these Eastern warriors in a race of 
animals, alike proper for advance or retreat^ anct 
so admirably adapted to the level and sandy de- 
serts of AraiHa imd Syria. But he did not choose 
to augment the pride of the Modlem by acquies' 
dug in his proud claim of superiority, and there- 
fore suffered the conversation to drop, and, look- 
ing around him, could now, at the m^e moderate 
pace at which they moved, dbtinguish that he was 
in a country not unknown to him. 
. The blighted borders, and sullen waters of the 
Dead Sea, die ragged and predpitous cluun of 
mountains arisii^ on the left, the two or three 
-palms dustered together, forming die single green 
speck on the bosom of the waste wildeinessy-^ 
olgects which, once seen, were scarcdy to be for- 
. gotten,--^faowed to Sir Kenneth that they were 
approaching the fountain called the Diamond 
of the Desert,- which had been the scene of 
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his interview on a fbnner occadon irith the S»* 
racen Emir Sheerkof, or Ildeiriiii* In a few mi- 
nutes they checked thrir horses beode the spring, 
and the Hakim invited Sir Kenneth to descend 
from horseback, and repose himself as in a place 
of safety. They nnbridled their (rteeds, £1 Ha- 
kim observing that farther care of them was un- 
necessary, since they would be speedily joined by 
some of the best mounted among his shives, who 
would do what ferther was needfid. 

^< Meantime,^ he said, spreadbig some food <m 
the grass, ^^ eat and drink, and be not discouraged. 
Fortune may raise up or abase the ordin«ry mor- 
tal, but the sage and the soldier should have 
minds beyond her control.'** 

The Scottish loiight endeavoured to testify his 
thanks by showing himself dodle; but though he 
strove to eat out of complaisance^ the singular oonh 
trast between his present situation, and that which 
he had occupied on. the same spot, when the en<* 
voy of princes, and the victor in combat, came 
like a doud over his mind, and fasting, lassitude,^ 
and fet^ue, oppressed his bodily powers. £1 Ha- 
kim eicamined his hurried pulse, his red and in- 
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flamed eye, his heated hand, snd his shortened 
respiration. 

'* The mind,^ he said, ^^ grows irise hy watch- 
ing, but her sister the body, of coarse matmals, 
needs the support of repose. Thou must sleep; and 
that thou may^st do so to refireshment, thou must 
take a draught mingled with <bis elixfr.^ 

He drew from his bosom a smdl crystal vial, 
cased in tiiver filigree*work, and dropped into a 
Ibtle golden drinking-cup a small portion of a dark- 
coloured fluid. 

** This,"^ he said, '* is oee of those productioliji 
vhidt Allah hath sent on earth %r a Ueto&ig, 
thoi^^ manV weakness and wickedness have some- 
tunes converted it into a curse. It' & powerfid iis 
die ^riae-eup of the Niusarene 6> drop the onrtain 
on the sleepless eye, and to reUeve the burthen of 
the oTerloaded bosom ; but when applied to <he 
purposes of indulgence and debauchexy, it rends 
the nerves, destroys l3ie strength,' weakens the in- 
tdkct, and undermines life. But fear not thou 
to uie its virtues in the iime of need, foir the wbe 
maii warms him by the same fiitobraiid with' which 
the madman bumeth the tent.^^ 
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<* I have seen too much of thy skill, sage Ha- 
kim,'' said Sir Kenneth, << to debate thine hest^ 
and swallowed the narcotic, mingled as it was with 
some water fiom the spring, then wrapped him in 
the haik, or Arab doak, which had been fiwtened 
to his saddle-pommel, and, according to the di* 
reckons of the physician, stretched himself at 
ease in the shade to await the promised repose. 
Sleep came not at first, but in her stead a train of 
pleasing yet not rousing or awakening sensations. 
A state ensued, in which, still consdoas of his own 
identity and his own condition, the knight felt en- 
abled to consider them not only without alarm and 
sorrow, but as composedly as he might hare viewed 
die story of his misfortunes acted upon a stage, or 
rather as a disembodied spirit might regard the 
transactionsof its past existence. From this state 
of repose, amounting almost to apathy respecting 
the past, his thoughts were hurried fmrward to the 
fiiture, which, in spite of all that existed to over^ 
cloud the prospect, glittered with such hues, as un- 
der much happier auspices his' unstimulated ima- 
gination had not been able to produce, even in its 
most exalted state. Liberty, fame, successfiil love, 
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appeared to be the cotaiiiy and not very distant 
prospect, of the enslaved exile, the dishonoured 
knightjeyenofthedespairing lover, who had placed 
his hopes of happiness so far beyond the prospect 
of chance, in her wildest possibilities, serving to 
countenance his wishes. Gradually as the intel- 
lectual sight became overclouded, these gay visions 
became obscure, like the dying hues of sunset, un- 
til they were at last lost in total oblivion ; and Sir 
Kenneth lay extended at the feet of £1 Hakim, to 
all appearance, but for his deep respiration, as in- 
animate a corpse, as if life had actually departed. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Mid tbeie wild ^fitx^ Epohjmtmlnt w&vet hex wmid. 
To change the face of the mysterious land ; 
Till tile bewildettog scents aroand us teem 
- The vain piroductions of a feveiish dream. . 

AitoiphOy a Romance. 

When the Knight of the Leopard awakened 
tsom hb loi^ and profound repose^ he found him- 
self in circumstances so different from those in 
which he had lain down to sleep, that he doubted 
whether he was not yet dreandng, or whedi^: the 
scene had not been changed by magic. Instead of 
the damp grass, he lay cm « couch of more than 
Oriental luxury, and some kind hands had, during 
his repose, stripped him of the cassodc of chamob 
which he wore under his armour, and substituted a 
night dress of the finest linen, and a loose gown of 
silk. He had been canopied only by the palm-trees 
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of the descort, bat now he ky beneetfa a sUkto po* 
vilion, which bkied with the ridiett coloun of the 
Chinese loom, while a slight curtain of gauiS) dis« 
pkyed around his conch, was calculated to pro* 
tect hb repose from the insects, to whon he had» 
ever since his axriral in these Himates, been a 
constant and passive prey. He looked around, 
as if to convince himself that he was actually 
awake, and all that fbU benealii his eye partook 
of the qJcndour of his dotmitory. A pcwtiUe 
bath of cedar, lined with silver, was teady for 
use, and steamed with the odours which had bee« 
used in preparing it On a snudl stand of ebony 
beside the eonch, stood a silver vase^ contaimiv 

sherbet of die most diqniflte quality, cold as snowt 
and wUeh the thinrt that followed the use of the 
strong narcotic rendered peculiailydeliaious. SciU 
fiNTthcr to dispd the dregs of intoxication whidi it 
had left behind,tliekni|^tresolved to use the bath, 
and experienced in doing so a ddyi|^itful refresh- 
ment. Havingdriedhimself with napkins of the 
Indian wool, he would willingly have resumed his 
own coarse garmoits, that he might go forth to see 
whether the world was as much changed without 
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aftiridrintliei^aoeoflBsiqpoK. Thes^lMHreyer, 
were Mewheie to be Meii;bat in tbek place heioiuid 
s SnaDea diess of ridi maferiila, with sahre and 
poniaxd, and all befitting an emir of distinction. 
He waa nUe to mggeat ho motiTe to Umeelf. for 
tliis enibeiinro of carey excepting amKpwion that 
these attemiona were intended io shake^hisi in his 
leligHNiB profession, as indeed it was> well, known 
that the Ugh esteem of the EtnopeanJlmowIedge 
and courage, made the Soldan unboonidedin his 
gifts to Aoee, wfao^having become his piisoners, 
had been faidaoied to take the turban*. . Sir Kea- 
oeth, therefore, erossmg himself ilevondy, resol- 
ved to set all such snares at defiance; and that 
he mif^t do so the more firmljr, oonKaentiously de- 
termined to avail himsdf as nioderately as posmUe 
of the attentions and luxuries thus lUieralfy heiqied 
upon him. Still, however, hefdt liis= head .op- 
pressed and sleepy, and aware, too, that .his un- 
dress was not fit for appearing abroad, he redined 
'4ipoii the couch, and was ag»n locked in^e arms 
of dumber. .... 

But this time his rest was not. unbroken ; 
for he itas awakened by the voice of the physi- 






Vv- 
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dan at ike door of the tent, inquirii^ after bis 
healdi, and whether he had retted suffieuntly.*-* 
'^ Mvf I enter your ient ?^ he oondnded, '^ far the 
curtain is drawn before the entrance.^ 

^< Jhe master,'' lepUed Sir Kenneth, deter- 
mined to diow that he was not surprised into fiir^ 
.get£]hiesa of his own condition, ^* need donand 
no pemission to entex the tent df the shiTe."' . . 

'.' But if I c(Hne not as.a master r said £1 Ha- 
kim, still' widmut entemg. 
. <^ The physidan,"' replied Sir Kenneth, '^ halh 
free access to the bedside of his patient.^ 

^\ Neith^ come I now as a physician,^ rqalied 
£1 Hakim ; ^^ and therefore I still request per- 
missioii, eee I come under the covering of thy 
tent.'' 

- >^ Whoever comes as a fidendj'' said Sir K«- 

nethy *' and such thou hast hitherto shown thyself 

. tome, the habitation of the friend is ever open to 

.^^Yet once again,"' said tbe Eastern sage, af- 
^ter the periphrasdcal manner of his countrymen, 
^' EViffpomng that I come not as a friend ?"" 

^ '< Come as thou wilt,'' said the Scottish knight, 
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•omftwhiit inpalieBtof thttcirottiiiloeati«n»**r-^^lw 
what thou wilt«r*thou knowest well, it is n^tbor ia 
my power nor my inolinatjon to reliise thee en* 
trance.^^ ... . . . . ^ 

*^ I come, thoi,^' said £1 Hakim, ^^ as. yoi^r an- 
cient £»; but a fair and a generous one/^ 

He entered as he spoke ; and whoi he stood be- 
fore the bedside of Sir Kenneth, the voioe con»> 
tinned to be that of Ad<mbeo the Arabian physi* 
dan^ but the form, dre^s, and features, were those 
of Uderim of Kurdistan, called SfaeerkoC Sir 
K^meth gaaed upon him, as if he expeeted the 
vision to depart, like something created by his 
imagination. 

. *^ Doth it so sunndse thee,'' said Ilderim, 
^^ and thou an approved warrior, to see that a 
soldier knows somewhat of the art oi healing ?-« 
I say to thee, Naoarene, that an accomplished ca- 
valier should know how to dress his steed as well 
as how to hde him ; how to foi|;e his sword upon 
the stithy, as well as how to use it in battle; how 
to burnish his arms, as well as how to wenr them; 
and, above aO, how to cure wounds as wdl as how 
to inflict them.'' 
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As he spcke^ the Christian knight repeatedly 
shut his eyes, and while they remained dosed, the 
idea d^ the Hakim, with his long flowing daric 
robes, high tartar cap, and grave gestures, was 
present to his imagination ; but so soon as he 
opened them, the gracefid and richly gemmed 
turban, the light hauberk of steel rings entwisted 
with silver, which glanced brilliantly as it obeyed 
every inflection of the body, the features fireed 
from their formal expression, less swarthy, and no 
longer shadowed by the mass of hair, (now limit- 
ed to a well-trimmed beard,) announced the soldier 
and not the sage. 

<^ Art thou still so much surprised,^ said the 
Emir, '* and hast thou walked in the world with 
such little observance, as to wonder that men are 
not always what they seem P^-^Thou thyself--«rt 
thou what thou seemest ?^ 

^^.No, by Saint Andrew !^ exclaimed the knight ; 
*^ for, to the whole Chrisdan camp I seem a trai^ 
tor, and I know myself to be a true, though an 
#rnng man.^ 

'' Even so I judged thee,'' said Ilderim, '' and 
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as we had eaten salt together, I deemed myself 
bound to rescue thee from deiMli and contumely.—^ 
But wherefore lie you still on your couch, since 
the sun is high in the heayens ? or are the vest- 
ments which my sumpter*camels have affinded 
unworthy of your wearing ?" 
. ^* Not unworthy, surely, but unfitting finr it,*^ 
replied the Scot ; ^* give me the dress of a slav^ 
noble Ildeiim, and I will don it with pleasure ; 
but I cannot brook to wear the habit of the free 
Eastern warrior, with the turban of the Moslem."" 
^^ Naiarene,^ answered the Emir, ^< thy nadmi 
so easily entertain suspicion, that it may well fen* 
der themselves suspected. Have I not told thee 
that Saladin desires no converts saving those 
whom the. holy prophet shall dispose to submit 
themselves to his law ? violence and bribery are 
alike alien to his plan for extending the true fidth; 
Hearken to me, my brother. When the blind, man 
was miraculously restored to sight, the scales drop- 
ped &om his eyes at the Divine pleasure-r*think*st 
thou that any earthly leech could have removed 
themP No. Such mediciner might have tormented 
the patient with his instruments, or perhaps sooth- 
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ed him with his balsams and cordials, bat dark as 
he was must the darkened man have remained ; 
and it is even so with the blindness of the under- 
standing. If there be those among the Franks, 
who, for the sake of worldly lucre, have assumed 
the turban of the prophet, and followed the laws 
of Islam, with their own consciences be the blame. 
Themselves sought out the bait — it was not 
flung to them by the Soldan. And when they 
shall hereafter be sentenced, as hypocrites, to the 
lowest gulph of hell, below Christian and Jew, 
magician and idolater, and condemned to eat the 
fruit of the tree Yacoum, which is the heads of 
demons-— to themselves, not to the. Soldan, shall 
their guilt and their punishment be attributed. — 
Wherefore wear, without doubt or scruple, the 
. vesture prepared for you, since, if you proceed to 
the camp of Saladin, your own native dress will 
expose you to troublesome observation, and per- 
haps to bsult.^ 

^^Iflgqto the camp of Saladin ?"" said Su: Ken- 
neth, repeating the words of the Emir; ^^ Alas ! 
am I a free agent, and rather must I not go where- 
ever yOur pleasure carries me ?"* 
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" Thine own will may guide tbine own mo- 
tions,"^ siud the Emir, *^ as freely as the wind 
which moveth the dust of the desert in what di- 
rection it chooses. The ndUe enemy who met, 
and well nigh mastered my sword, cannot becoiae 
my slave like him who has crouched beneath it. 
If wealth and power would tempt thee to join our 
people, I could ensure thy possessing them ; but 
the man who reAised the faTours of the Soldair, 
when the axe was at his head, will not, T fear, 
now accept them, when I tell him he has his Ms 
choicer 

* ** Complete your generosity, m>Ue Emir,^ saM 
Sit Ecimelli, ^^ by forbearing to Aow me a mode 
of requital, which conscience ftrbids me to coin- 
ply with. Pennit me rather to express, as bound 
in eoortesy, my gratitude for this most cfaiTalrous 
bounty, this undeserved generosity.^ 

^ Say not undesenred,^^ re^ed the Emir Ilde« 
rim ; ^^ was it not through thy conversation, and 
Aj accouitt of the beautieB which grace the court 
of the Mdec Bic, that I Tentured me diither in 
disgiiisei and diereby procured a sight the most 
blessed that I have ever enjoyed— -that I ever 
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flhall enjoy, until the glories of Paradue beam on 
my eyes ?^ 

^' I understand yon not»^ said Sir Kenneth, oo^ 
louring alteniately, and tuming pale, as one whe 
felt that the conversation was takiug a tone of the 
most painful delicacy. 

^^ Not understand me !^ ezdaimed the Emiiv 
*^ If the sight I saw in the tent of King Riehaid 
escaped thine obsenration, I will acooont it duller 
than the edge of a buffoon^s wooden falchion, 
True, thou wert under sentence of death at the 
time ; but, in my case, had my head been drop^g 
from the trunk, the last strained glances of my 
eyeballs had distinguished with idight such a 
vision of loveliness, and the head would* have 
Tolled itself towards the kicompan^le houris, to 
kisa with its quivmng lips the- hem of th«r vesik. 
ments.—- Yond^ royalty of England, who lor her 
superior loveliness deserves to be Queen of the 
universe^^what tenderness in her blue eye--rwhat 
faittre in her tresses of dishevelled gold !--^By tbe^ 
tomb of the prophet, I scarce-think. that the 
houri who shall present to me die Aamond-cnp^ 
of immortality, will deserve so warm a caress l^ 

15 
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'' Saracen/' said Sir Kenneth, sternly, " tbou 
speakest of the wife of Richard of England,' of 
whom men think not and speak not as a woman 
to be won, but as a Queen to be rcYered.'^ 

*^ I cry you mercy,^ said the Saracen. '^ I had 
forgotten your superstitious veneratibn fbr the sex,' 
which you consider rather fit to be wondered at 
and worshipped, than wooed and possessed. I war- 
rant, since thou exactest such profound respect to 
yonder tender piece of firailty, whose eyery mo- 
iian, step, and look, bespeaks her yery woman, 
less than absolute adoration must not be yielded 
to her of the dark tresses, and nobly speaking eye 
She^ indeed, I will allow, hath in her noble port 
and majestic mien something at once pure and 
firm — ^yet even she^ when pressed by opportunity 
and a forward loyer, would, I warrant thee, thank 
him in h^r heart, rather for treating her as a mor- 
tal than as a goddess.^ 

^' Respect the kinswoman of Coeur de Lion,'' 
said Sir Kenneth, in a tone of unrepressed anger. 

^^ Respect her !" answered the Emir, in acorn 
— '' by the Caaba, and if I do, it shall be iftther 
as the bride of Saladin.'' 

7 
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*^ The infiddi Soldan is unworthy to salute 
even a spot that has been pressed by the foot of 
£dith Plantagenet r' exclumed the Christian, 
sprii^ng from his couch. 

'' Ha ! what said the Giaour ?'' exclaimed the 
Emir^ hiying his hand on his poniard hilt, while 
his fordbead glowed like glancing copper, and the 
muscles of his lips and cheeks wrought till eadb 
curl of his beard seined to twist and screw itself, 
as if aliye with insdnctive wrath. But the Scot» 
tish knight, who had stood the Uon-anger of Rich- 
ard, was unappalled at the tiger-like mood of the 
chafed Saracen. 

. ^' What I have said,^' he replied, with folded 
arms and dauntless look, *' I would maintain on 
foot or horseback against all mortals, and would 
hold it not the most memorable deed of my life tp 
support it with my good broad-sword against a 
score .of these sickles and bodkin^,^^ pointnig at 
the sabre and poniard of the Emir. 
.. The Saracen recovered his owji compo^vro as 
the Christian spoke, so far as to withdraw his 
hand from his weapon, as if the motion had been 
without meaning ; but still continued in deep ire. 

VOL. IV. o 
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<< By the sword of the prophet,'' he said, 
<< which k the key both of Heaven and Hell, he 
little values his own life, brother, who uses the 
Umguage thou dost ! Believe me, that were thine 
hands loos^ as thou term'st it, one sbgle true be- 
liever would find them so much to do, that thou 
would*st socm wish them fettered again in manades 
ofiron.^ 

. ^* Sooner would I wish them hewn off' by the 
shoulder-blades,'' replied Sir Kenneth. 

« Well. Thy hands are bound at present," said 
the Saracen, in a more amicable tone, *^ bound 
by thine own gentle sense of courtesy, nor have I 
any present purpose of setting them at liberty. 
We have proved each other's strength and cou; 
rage ere now, and we may again meet in a tmt 
field ;— -and shame befal him who shall be the first 
to part from his foeman ! But now we are fiiends» 
and I look for aid firom thee, rather than hard 
terms or defiances." 

** We are firiends," repeated the knight ; and 
there was a pause, during which the fiery Saracen 
paced the tent like the lion, who, after violent ir- 
ritation, is said to take that method of cooling the 
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distemperature of his blood, ere he stretches him* 
self to repose in his den. The colder European 
remained unaltered in posture and aspect; yet 
he, doubtless, was also engaged in subduing the 
angry feelings which had been so unexpectedly 
atrakeiied. 

^^ Let us reason of this calmly,"* smd the Sara* 
cca; ^^ I am a physician, as thou know^st, and it 
is written, that he who would have his wound 
cured, must not shrink when the leech probes and 
tents it. Seest thou, I am about to lay my finger 
on the sore. Thou lovest this kinswoman of the 
Melee Bic — ^Unfold the veil that shrouds thy 
thoughts— or unMd it not if thou wilt, for mine 
eyes see through its coverings.^ 

** I loved her,"" answered Sir Kenneth, after a 
pause, ^^ as man lores Heaven^s grace, and sued 
&r her fayour as for Hearen^s pardon."" 

^* And you love her no longer?"" said the Sa^ 
raoen. 

^^ Alas,"" answered Sir Kenneth, '^ I am no 
longer worthy to love her.— -I prithee cease this 
discourse— 4hy words are poniards to me."" 

^' Pardon me but a moment,"" continued Ilder- 
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im. ^^ When tfaou, a poor and obscure soldkr, 
didst 80 boldly and so highly fix thtne a^M^itioii, 
tell me, hadst thou good hope of its issue ?^ 

** Love exists not without hope," replied tfce 
knight ; ^* but mine was as nearly allied to de- 
spair, as that of the sailor swimming for hid life, 
who, as he surmounts billow after billow,' catches 
by intervals some gleam of the distant beacon, 
which shows him there is land in fflght, though 
his sinking heart and wearied limbs assure Mm 
that he shall never reach it"^ 

^^ And now,^^ said Ildcrim, ^< these hopes are 
8unk---that solitary light is quenched for ever ?^^> 

^^ For ever,^ answered Sir Kenneth, in the tone 
of an echo from the bosom of a ruined sepulchre. 

'' Methinks,'' said the Saracen, ^< if all thou 
lackest were some such distant meteoric gKmps^ 
of happiness as thou hadst formerly, thybeacoU'- 
light might be rekindled, thy hope fished up from 
the ocean in which it has sunk, and thou thysdf, 
good knight, restored to the exercise and amuse- 
ment of nourishing love upon a diet as unsubstan- 
tial as moon-light ; for, if thou stood'^st to-morrow 
fair in reputation as ever thou wert, she whom 
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duNi loveit will not be less the daa^^rtcr of 
prinoes, and the elected bride of Saladin.^ 

^ I would it so stood,"" said the Scot, '' and if I 
didnot-^ — ^"^ 

He stopt sh(Mrt, like a man who is afiraid of 
boasting, under drcumstances which did not per- 
mit his bring put to the test. The Saracen smiled 
as he concluded the sentence. 

*^ Thou wouldst challenge the Sdldim to sin- 
gle combat ?— •'' 

'' And if I did,"" said Sir Kenneth, haughtflj, 
<^ he would neither be the first nor the best tur- 
ban that. I have couched lance at."" 

^^ Ay, but methinks he might regard it as 'too 
unequal a mode of perilling the chance of a royal 
bride, and the event of a great war,^ said the 
Enur. 

'' He may be met with in the front of battle,"* 
said the knight, his eyes gleaming with the ideas 
which sooh a thotight inspired. 

*^ He has been ever found there,"" said Ilderim ; 
^< nor is it his wont to turn his horse^s head from 
any brave encounter.*— But it was not of the Sol- 
dan that I meant to speak. In a word, if it will 
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content thee to be placed in sudb TepoU&m mb 
may be attained by detection of the thief who 
stole the Banner of Ei^land, I can put thee in a 
fair way of achieving this task — ^that is, if thoa 
wilt be governed ; for what sajs Lokman, If the 
diild would walk, the nurse must lead him—- if 
the ignorant would understand, the wise must in- 
struct.'' 

** And thou art wise, Ilderiin,^ said the Scot, 
** wise though a Saracen, and generous thonj^ an 
infidel. I have witnessed that thou art both. 
Take, then, the guidance of this matter ; and so 
thou ask nothing of me contrary to my loyalty 
and my Christian faith, I will obey thee punc- 
tually. Do what thou hast said, and take my 
h& whffli it is accomplished.'' 

*' Listen thou to me, then," said the Saracen* 
^ Thy noble hound is now recovered, by the 
blessing of that divine medidne which healedi 
man and beast, and I^ his sagacity shall those 
who assailed him be discovered." 

'' Ha !" said the Knight,— '< metUnks I com- 
prehend thee— I was dull not to think of this !~" 

'' Bvit tdl me," added the Emir, '' hast thoa 
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any followers or retainers in the camp, by wbom 
the animal may be known ?^ 

'^ I dismissed^ said Sir Kenneth, ^ my old 
attendant, thy patient, with a varlet that waited 
on him, at th6 time when I expected to sufifer 
death, giving him letters for my friends in Soot- 
land--«there are ncHle other to whom the dog is 
fiumUar* But thai my own person is wellknown 
—my very speech will betray me, in a camp 
where I have played no mean part for many 
months."^ 

^* Both he and thou shall bo disguised^ so 
ail to escape eren close examination.^-I tell 
thee,"" sukl the Saracen, *^ that not thy broths 
in a]lnflK-4iot thy broths in blood^-fihaU dis- 
cover thee, if thou be gmded by my counsels. 
Thou hast seen me do matters more difficult-— he 
that can call the dying from the darkness of the 
shadow of death, can easily east a mist before the 
^es of the living. But matk me— there is still 
the condition annexed to lliis service, that thou 
deliver a lett^ of Saladin to the niece of the 
Melee Ric, irhose name is as difficult to our East* 
em tongue and lips, as her beauty is ddightful 
to our eyes.*** 
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Sir K^&Hedi ^sed befi»e lie amnrored, and 
the Saracen observing his hesitatira, demanded 
of him, '* if he feared to undertake this mes- 
sage?^ 

*' Not if there was death in the execution,'' 
said Sir Kenneth ; ^^ I do but pause to consider 
whether it consists with my honour to bear the 
letter of the Soldon, or with that of the Lady- 
Edith, to receiye it from a heathen prince.'*' 

^ By the head of Mahommed,.and by the ho- 
nour of a soldier— by the tomb at Mecca, and by ' 
the soul of my father,** said the Emirj " I swear 
to thee that the letter is written in all honour and 
respect. The song of the nightingale will sooner 
blight the rose-bower she loves, than will the 
words of the Soldan offend the ears of the lovely 
kinswoman of England.'' 

« Then," said the knight, « I wiU bear the 
Soldan's letter faithfully, as if I were his bom 
vassal ; — understanding, that beyond this simple 
act of service, which I will render with fidelity, 
fVom me of all men he can least expect mediation 
or advice in this his strange love-suit." 
" Saladin is noble," answered the Emir, " and 
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will not spur a generous horse to a leap which he 
cannot achieve. — Come with me to my tent," he 
added, " and thou shalt be presently eqiupped 
with a disguise as unsearchable as midnight ; so 
thou may^st walk the camp of the Nazarenes as if 
thou hadst on thy finger the signet of Giaougi.**** 



Perhaps the same ¥dth Gyges. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



. A grain of diut 



Pinling our enp, will mske our seme rgect 
Fastidioasly the draught which we did thirst for ; 
A rusted nail^'pl^^ced near the faithful compass, 
Will sway it from the truth, and wreck the argosy. 
Even thus small cause of anger and disgust 
Will break the bonds of amity 'mongst princes, 
And wreck their noblest purposes. 

ThcCrtuade. 



The leader can now have litde doubt who the 
Ethiopian shiTe really was, with what purpose he 
had sought Richard'^s camp, and wherefore and 
with what hope he now stood close to the person 
of that monarch, aS| surrounded by his valiant 
peers of England and Normandy, Coeur de Lion 
stood on the summit of Saint George^s Mount, 
with the Banner of England by his side, borne by 
the most goodly person in the army, being his own 
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nfttural faorother, Willuun with the Long Sword, 
Earl of Salisbary, the offspring of Henry the Se- 
cond's amour with the celebrated Rosamond of 
Woodstock. 

From several expressions in the Sing's conver- 
sation with Neville on the preceding day, the Nu- 
bian was left in anxious doubt whether his dis- 
guise had not been penetrated,. especially as that 
the King seemed to be aware in what manner the 
agency of the dog was expected to discover the 
thief who stole the banner, although the circum- 
stance of such an animal's having been wounded 
on the occasion, had been scarce mentioned in 
Bichard's presence. Nevertheless, as the King 
continued to treat him in no other manner than 
his exterior required, the Nubian remained un- 
certain whether he was or was not discovered, 
and determined not to throw his disguise aside 
voluntanly. 

Meanwhile, the powers of the various crup 
sading princes, arrayed under their royal and 
princely leaders, swept in long order around the 
base' of the litde mound; and as thoseof each dift^ 
ferent country passed by, their commanders ad- 
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vaticed a step or two up the hill, md made « ng- 
mal of courtesy to Ridiard and to the Standard of 
England, *' in sign of regard and amity,^ as the 
protocol of the ceremony heedfully expressed it, 
** not of subjection or vassalage.^ The i^iritual 
dignitaries, who in those days vailed not thdr 
bonnets to created thing, bestowed on the King 
and his symbol of command their blessing instead 
of obeisance. 

Thus the long files marched on, and, dimi- 
nished as they were by so many caoses, appear- 
ed still an iron host, to whom the conquiM of 
Palestine might seem an easy task. The sol- 
diers, inspired by the consdousnesB of united 
strength, sat erect in their steel saddles, wUle 
it seemed that the trumpets sounded more cheer* 
fblly shrill, and the steeds, refreshed by «B8t 
and proVender, chafed on .the bit, and toad 'the 
ground more proudly. On they passed, tanop af- 
ter troop, banners waving, spears glandng^phlmes 
dancing, in long perspective^— a host composed of 
different nations, complexions,- languages^ arms, 
and appearances, but all fired, for the time, with 
the holy yet romantic purpose of rescuing the dis- 
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tressed daughter of Zion from her thraldom,' and 
redeeming the sacred earth, which more than inor<- 
tal had trodden, from the yoke of the unbelievii^ 
Pagan. And it must be owned, that if, in other 
drcumstances, the species of courtesy rendered to 
the King of England by so many warriors, from 
whom he claimed no natural allegiance, had in it 
something that might have beea thought humilia- 
ti&K9 yet the nature and cause of the war was so 
fitted to his pre-eminently chivabous diaracter, 
and renowned fe^ in anns, that chums, which 
nyght elsewhere have been urged, were there for- 
gotten, and the brave did willing homage to the 
•bravest, in an expedition where the most undaunt- 
ed and energetic courage wais necessary to success. 
The good King was seated on horseback about 
halfway up the Mount, a morion on his head, sur« 
mounted by a crown, which left his manly features 
expoeed to public view, as, with cool and conside- 
rate eye, he perused each rank as it passed him, 
aiid returned the salutation of the leaders. His 
tunic was of sky-coloured velvet, covered with 
plates of silver, and his hose of crhnson-silk, slash- 
ed with- doth of gold. By his side stood the s^enu 
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ing Elhiopiaa stave, holding the noUe dog in a 
leash, such as was used in wood-craft. It was a 
circamstance which attracted no notice, fi>r manj 
of the princes of the crusade had introdilced blai^ 
slaves into thdr household, in imitation of the 
barbarous splendour of the Saracens. Over the 
King'^s head streamed the large folds of the bsn- 
ner, and, as he looked to it from time to timoj 
he seemed to regard a ceremony, indifferent to 
himself personally, as important, when oonsiikr* 
ed as atoning an indignity ofifered to the king-* 
dom which he ruled. In the back-ground^' and 
on the very summit of the Mount, a wooden tur- 
ret, erected for the occasion, held the Que«i Be- 
rengaria and the principal ladies of the coifrt 
To this the King looked from time to time, and 
dim ever and ttion his ejres were turned on the 
Nubian and the dog, but only when such leaders 
approached as, from circumstances of previous ill- 
will, he suspected of being accessary to the theft 
of the standard, or whom he judged capaUe of a ; 
crime so mean. 

Thus, hedidnot look in that direction whenPhilip 
Augustus of France approached at the head of his 
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splendid troops of GiJlic ehivalry-Huiy, he and- 
eipated the motions of the French King, by de- 
scending the Mount as the latter came up the as^ 
cent, so that they met in the middle space, and 
blended their greetings so graci^ully,thatitappear« 
ed they met in fraternal equality. The sight of the 
two greatest princes in Europe, in rank at once and 
power, thus publicly ayowing their concord, cdt 
ed forth bursts of thundering aodaim from the 
crusading host at many miles^ distance, and made 
the roving Arab scouts of the desert alarm the 
camp of Saladin with intelligence, that the army 
of the Christians was in motion. Yet who but 
the King of kings can read the hearts of mo^ 
narchs ? Under this smooth show of courtesy, 
Richard nourished displeasure and suspicion 
against Philip^ and Philip meditated withdrawing 
himself and his host from the army of the Cross, 
and leaving Richard to aeeomplish or fiul in the 
enterprise with his own unassisted forces^ 

Richard^s demeanour was different when the 

dark-armed knights and squires of the Temple 

chivalry approached—men with countenances 

bronzed to Asiatic blackness by the suns of Pa- 

8 
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lestiiie, and the admirable staie of whose hemes 
and appointments £tt surpassed even that of the 
choicest troops of France and England. TheSing 
cast a hasty glance aside, but the Nubian stood 
quiet, and his trusty dog sat at his feet, watclung 
with a sagacious yet pleased look, the ranks 
which now passed before tbnn. The King's look 
turned again on the chivahNKia Temphun^ as the 
Grand Master, aTailiis hiasself of his mingled 
character, bestowed his benediction on Hichaid 
as a priest, instead of d<HBg him renreceMe as a 
military leader. 

<^ The misproud and amphiUous cftitiff puts 
the monk upon me,"" said Richard to the Earl at 
Salisbury. ^* But, Long-Sword, we will let it 
pass. A punctilio must not lose Christendom the 
services at these experienced lances, because thdr 
victories have rmdered them over-weening.— 'Lo 
you, here comes our valiant adversary die Duke 
of Austria — mark his manner and bearing, Long* 
Sword — ^and thou, Nidbian, let the hound have 
full view of him. By Heaven, he brings his buf- 
foons along with him !"' 
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In fkct, wliether from habit, or, which is more 
lil^efy, to intimate contempt of the ceremonial he 
was about to comply with, Leopold was attended 
by his ^pruch-gprecher and his jester, and as he 
advanoed towards Kchard, he whistled in what h^ 
wished to be considered as an indifferent manner, 
tjhough his heavy features evinced the sullenness, 
mixed with the fkav, with whidi a truant school- 
hoy jDMy be seen to a^oach his master. As the 
l»hictan(t ^j^gmtary made, with discomposed and 
sulky Jnokf. ifae obeisance reqmred, the ^pnicA- 
iprecker shook his batton, and proclaimed like a 
herald, diatyin what he was now doing, the Arch« 
Qnke of Austria was not to be held derogating 
frpm Ae rank and privileges of a sovereign prince ; 
t9 which the jester answered widi a sonorous amen^ 
wJndi piovdked much laughter among the by« 
standers* 

King Richard, looked more thm once at die Ntt>. 
b^ and )iis dog ; but theibrmer moved not, nor 
did the latter strain at the leash, so that Richard 
said to the slave with some scorn, ^^ Thy success 
in this enterprise, my saUe fiiend, even though 

vox. IV. P 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S26 f^LICS OF THE CBCJSABEBS. 

tbou hast brought thy hound'^s lagadty to back 
thine own, will not, I fear, place thee high in the 
rank of wizards, or much augment thy merits to- 
wards our person."* 

The Nubian answered, as usual, only by a low- 
ly obeisance. 

Meantime the troops of the Marquis of Mont- 
serrat next passed in order before the King of 
England. That powerful and wily baron, to make 
the greater display of his forces, had divided them 
into two bodies. At the head of the first, consist- 
ing of his vassals and followers, and levied from 
his Syrian possessions, came his brother Enguer- 
rand, and he himself followed, leading on a gal- 
lant band of twelve hundred Stradiots^ a' kind of 
light cavalry raised by the Venetians in their I>ai« 
matian possessions, and of which they 'had in- 
trusted the command to the Marquis, with whom 
the republic had many bonds of connexion. These 
Stradiots were clothed in a fashion partly Euro^ 
pean, but partaking chiefly of the Eastern fashion. 
They wore, indeed, short hauberks, but had over 
them parti-coloured tunics of rich stufis, with large 
wide pantaloons and half boots. On their heads 
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were straight upright caps, similar to those of the 
Greeks, and they carried small round targets, bows 
and arrows, scimitars and poniards. They were 
mounted on horses, carefully selected, and well 
maintained at the expense of the State of Venice ; 
their saddles and appointments resembled those 
of the Turks, and they rode in the same manner, 
with short stirrups and upon a high seat These 
troops were of great use in skirmishiDg with the 
Arabs, though unable to engage in close conflict, 
like the iron-sheathed men-at-arms of Western 
and Northern Europe. 

Before this goodly band came Conrade, in the 
same gi^b wkh the Stradiots, but of such rich 
stuff that he seemed to blaze with gold and silver, 
and the milk-white plume fastened in his cap by 
a clasp of diamonds, seemed tall enough to sweep 
the clouds. The noble steed which he reined 
bounded and caracoled, and displayed his spirit 
and agility in a manner which might haye trou«* 
bled a less admirable horseman than the Marquis, 
who gracefully ruled him with the one hand, while 
the other displayed the batton, whose predomi- 
nancy oyer the ranks which he led seemed equally 
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absolute. Yet his authority over the Sfrajtiots 
wasmoseinflhowthaniiisiibst^aoe; finr there pa- 
ced beside him, on an ambling palfrey of soberest 
mood^ a little old man, dressed entirely in bkck, 
vitfaont beard or moustaches, and haying an ap» 
pearanoe altogether mean and insignificant, when 
compared with the blaie of splendour around him. 
But this mean4o<ddi^ old man was one of those 
4)eputi^ whom the Venetian govenunent sent into 
.camps to oYerkxA: the conduct of the generals to 
whom t|ie leading was consigned, and to maintain 
that jealous system of espial and control, whidi 
had long distinguished the policy of the repiddic 

Conrade, who, by cultivating Bicfaaid^s hu^ 
mour, had attamed a certain degree of &Tour 
with him, no sooner was come within his ken than 
the Sang of England descended a step or two to 
meet him, exclaiming, at the same time, ^^ Ha, 
Lord Marquis, thou at the head of the fleet Es- 
tradiots, and thy Uack shadow attending thee as 
usual, whether the sun shines or not !— 'May not 
'One ask thee whether the rule of the troops ve- 
mains with the shadow or the substance P^ 

Conrade was commencing his rejdy wi A a smile, 
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when Bo8wal, uttering a furious and savage yell, 
sprung forward. The NuUan, at the same time, 
dipped the leash, and the hound rushing on, leapt 
upon Conrade^s noble charger, and seizing the 
Marquis by the throat, puDed him down from the 
saddle. The plumed rider lay rolling on the sand, 
and the frightened horse fled in wild career through 
the camp. 

^< Thy hound hath puUed down the right 
quarry^ I warrant him-^^ sakt the King to the Nu« 
liian, " and I tow to Saint George he is a stag of 
ten tynes!-— Pluck the dog off, lest he throttle 
him.'' 

The Ethiopian, accorffingly, though not with- 
out difficulty, disengaged the dog from Conrade, 
and fastened him up still highly exdtedj and 
struggling in the leash. Meanwhile many crowded 
to die spot, espedally followers of Conrade, and 
officers of the Stradiots, who, as they saw their 
leader lie gazing wildly on the sky, raised him up 
amid a tumultuary cry of—- *^ Cut the slare and his 
hoimd to pieces !'' 

But the voice of Richard, loud and soncnrotis, 
was heard clear above all other exclamations,"— 
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'< He dies the death who injures the hound ! He 
hath but done his duty, after the sagacity with 
which God and nature have endowed the brave 
animal. — Stand forward for a false traitor, thou 
Conrade, Eari of Montserrat ! I impeach thee of 
treason.'* 

Several of the Syrian leaders had now come up, 
and Conrade, vexation, and shame, and confiision 
struggling with passion in his manner and voice, 
ezdaimed, ^^ What means this ? — ^With what am 
I charged ?— Why this base usage, and these re- 
proachful terms? — Is this the league of concord 
which England renewed but so lately ?''' 

*^ Are the Princes of the Crusade turned hares 
or deers in the eyes of King Richard, that he 
should slip hounds on them ?"* said the sepulchral 
voice of the Grand Master of the Templars. 

'' It must be some wild accident — some fatal 
mistake— "" said Philip of France, who rode up at 
the same moment. 

^^ Some deceiit of the Enemy ,^ said the Arch- 
bishop of Tyre. 
/' A stratagem qf t|ie SmicejQs,^ cried Henry 
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of Champagne.-^^^ It wese well to hang up the 
dogy and put the skve to the torture.^^ 

** Let no man l^y hund upon them^^ said Rich- 
ard, '^ as he loves his own life.— Conrade, stand 
fixrtli^ if ;thoja darest, and deny the accusatbn 
which this mute animal hath in his noble instinct 
brought against thee, of injury done to him> and 
foul scorn to England !^ 

^* I Q^er touched the banner/* said Conrada, 
*astily^ 

*^ Thy words betray thee, Conrade !"" said Rich- 
ard; ** for how didst thou know, «aye firom con- 
scious guilt, that thjB question is j(X)nceming the 
banner?'* 

*^ l^ast thou then not kept the camp in turmoil 
.on that and no other score?** answered Conrade ; 
^^ 4md dost thou impute to a prince and an ally a 
crime, which, after all, was probably committed 
by some paltry felon fi>r the sake of the gold 
^read ? Or would'st thou now impeach a con- 
federate on the credit of a dog ?** 

By this time the alarm was beooming general, 
so that Philip of France interposed. 

*^ Princes and nobles,** he said, <^ you speak in 
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presence of those whose swords wiQl soon be at the 
throats of each other^if they hear thdr leaders at 
such terms together. In the name of Hearen, let 
us draw off, each his own troops, into their 8ep»- 
Tate quarters, and oursdres meet an hour hence 
in the PaTiEon of CouncQ, to take some order in 
this new state of confusion.^ 

'' Content,'' said Kmg Bichard, <* tibough I 
should have liked to hare intem^ted tihat cai- 
tiff while his gay doublet was yet besmirched 
with sand-— But the pleasure of France shall be 
ours in this matter.'* 

The leaders separated as was proposed, each 
prince placing himself at the head of his own for- 
ces ; and then was heard on all sides the crying 
of war-cries, and the sounding of gathering-notes 
upon bugles and trumpets, by which the d^lWent 
stragglers were summoned to thor prince's ban- 
ner ; and the troops were shortly seen in moticm, 
eadi takmg diJffisrent routes through the camp to 
their own quarters. But although any immediate 
act of yiolence was thus prevented, yet the acci- 
dent which had taken place dwelt on every mind ; 
and those foreigners, who had tibat morning hiul- 
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ed Richard m the woTthiett te fetid thehr nxmj^ 
now resumed their prejudices ftgainst his pride 
and intoleranee, whOe the English, couceiTuig the 
honour of their country connected with the quar^ 
rel, of whidi various reports had gone about, con- 
sidered Ae natives of other countries jealous of 
the fame of Enghmd and her King, and disposed 
to undermine it by tlie meanest arts of intrigue. 
Many and various were the rumours spread upon 
the occasion, and there was one which aveired 
that the Queen and her ladies had been mudi 
alarmed by the tumult, and that one of them had 
swooned. 

The coundl assembled at the appointed hour. 
Conrade had in the meanwhile laid aside his dis- 
honoured dress, and with it the shame and confu- 
sion which, in spite of his talents and promptitude, 
had at first overwhehned hi'm, owing to the strange- 
ness of the accident, and suddenness of the accu- 
sation. He was now robed like a prince, and en- 
tered the council-chamber attended by the Arch- 
Dufce of Austria, the Grand Masters both of the 
Temple and of the Order of Saint John, and se- 
veral other potentates, who made a show of sup- 
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IMNTtiiig han and defending his crniie^ cbiefly per« 
liaps from political modTes, or because they thon- 
fldves nourished a personal enmity against Rich- 
ard. 

This appearance of union in favour of Comrade 
was fiur from influencing tike King of England^ 
He entered the council with his usual indiffisreoce 
of manner, and in the same dress in which he had 
just alighted from hc^seback. He cast a careless 
and somewhat scomfiil glance on the leaders^ who 
had with studied affectation arranged themselyes 
around Comrade, as if owning his cause, and in 
the most direct terms charged Comrade of Mont- 
serrat with having stolen the Banner of England, 
and wounded the faithful animal who stood in its 
defisnce. 

Conrade arose boldly to answer, and in despite, 
as he expressed himself, of man and fanxte, king 
or dog, avouched his innocence of the crime char- 
ged. 

'' Brother of Engknd,'' said PhiUp, who wilt 
ingly assumed the character of modei^ator of the 
assembly, ^^ this is an unusual impeachment We 
do not hear you avouch your own knowledge of 
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(this matter, farther thau your belief resting upon 
^he demeaEnour of this hound towards the Maiquis 
of Montserrat. - Surely the word of a knight and 
a prince should bear him out against the barking 
of a cur ?^ ' 

^^Royal brother,^ returned ]^chard, ^^ recollect 
that the Almighty, who gave the dog to be com* 
panion of our pleasures and our toils/ hath invest- 
ed him with a nature noble and incapable of de- 
ceit* He forgets neither fidend nor foe— *remem- 
bersy and with accuracy, both benefit and injury. 
He hath a share of man^s intelligence, but no 
share of man^s falsehood. You will bribe a sol- 
dier to slay a man with his sword, or a witness to 
take life by false accusation; but yoa cannot 
make a hound tear his benefactor — ^he is the firiend 
of man, save when man justly incurs his enmity. 
Dress yonder Marquis in what peacodc-robes you 
will— disguise his appearance — alter his com- 
plexion with drugs and washes — ^hide him amidst 
an hundred men — I will yet pawn my sceptre that 
the hound detects him, and expresses his resent- 
ment as you have this day beheld. This is no 
new incident, although a strange one. Murderers 
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and robbers haye been, ere now, eonrieled, and 
sofleied death imder soeh eridenoei and men hare 
said that the finger of God was in it In thine 
own hmd, royal farodier, and upon bqA an occa- 
sion, the matter was tried by a solemn duel be- 
twixt the man and the dog, as appeDant and de- 
fendant in a challei^ of murder. The d(^ was 
victorious, the man was punished, and the crime 
was confessed. Credit me, royal brother, that 
hidden crimes have often been brought io light 
by the testimony even of manimate substances, 
not to mention animals far inferior in inslanctiTe 
sagacity to the dog, who is the firiend and oom^ 
panion of our race.^ 

^^ Such a duel there hath indeed been, royal 
brother,^ answered Philip, '* and that in the 
reign of one of our predecessors, to whom Gtud be 
gracious. But it was in the olden time, nor can 
we hold it a precedent fitting for this occasion. 
The defendant in that case was a private gentle- 
man, of small rank or respect ; his offenrive weit^ 
pons were only a club, his defensive a leathern 
jerkin. But we cannot degrade a prince to rude 
arms, or such a combat.^ 
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** I never meant that yoa ahoiild,*' said King 
Bichard ; *' it were foul play to hazard the good 
hound^s life against that of such a double-fiused 
traitor as this Conrade hath proved himself. But 
there lies our own gloye— we appeal him to the 
combat in respect of the evidence we brought forth 
against him~ A king, at least, is mare than the 
mate of a marqpns/^ 

Conrade made no hasty effort to seise on the 
pledge which Richard cast into the middle of the 
assembly, and lining Phflip had time to reply, ere 
the Marquis made a motion to lift the glove. 

** A hing,^ said he of France, *< is as much 
more than match for the Marquis Conrade, as 4 
dog would be less. Boyal Bichard, this cannot 
be permitted. You are the leader of our expedi- 
tion — ^the sword and buckler of Christendom.^ 

** I protest against such a combat,^ said the 
Venetian proveditore^ ^* until the King of Eng- 
land shall have repaid t|ie fifty thousand bezants 
which he is indebted to the republic. It is enough 
to be threateAed with4oss of our debt^ should our 
debtor fall by the hands of the Pagans, without 
the additional risk of his being slain in brawls 
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amongst Christians, coneerning dogs and ban^ 
ners* 

" And I,** said William with the Long Sword, 
Earl of Salisbury, ** protest in my turn against 
my royal brother perilling his life, which is the 
property of the people of England, in such a 
cause.— Here, noble brother, receive back your 
glove, and think only as if the wind had blown it 
from your hand. Mine shall lie in its stead. A 
king's son, thou^ with the bar sinister on his 
shield, is at least a match for this marmozet of a 
marquis.^ 

" Princes and nobles,'* said Conrade, " I will 
not accept of King Richard's defiance. He hath 
been chosen oiu* leader against the Saracens, and 
if his conscience can answer the accusation of 
provoking an ally to the field on a quarrel so fri- 
volous, mine, at least, cannot endure the reproach 
of accepting it. But touching his bastard brother, 
William of Woodstock, or against any other who 
shall adopt, or shall dare to stand godfather to 
this most false charge, I will defend my honour in 
the lists, and prove whomsoever impeaches it a 
false liar.'' 
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. *' The Marquig of Montserrat,'^ said the Arch- 
bishop of Tyre, *' hath spoken like a wise and 
moderate gentleman ; and methinks this contro- 
versy might, without dishonour to any party, end 
at this point^ 

^< Methinks it might so terminate,*^ said the 
King of France, ^* provided King Richard will 
recal his accusation, as made upon over slight 
grounds.^ 

" Philip of France,*" answered Coeur de Lion, 
** my words shall never do my thoughts so much 
injury. I have charged yonder Conrade as a thief, 
who, under doiid of night, stole from its place 
the emblem of England's dignity. I still believe 
and charge him to be such ; and when a day is 
appointed for the combat, doubt not that, since 
Conrade declines to meet us in person, I wQl find 
a champion to appear in support of my challenge ; 
for thou, William, must not thrust thy long sword 
into this quarrel without our special licence.*" 

^^ Since my rank makes me arbiter in this most 
unhappy matter,'' said Philip of France, " I ap- 
point the fifth day from hence for the dedsion 
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thereof, by way of combat, according to knightly 
UBage?— Bichanl, King of EngUnd, to Kppe$x by 
his champion as appellaat, md Conrade, Marquis 
of Montserrat, in his own person, as defimdant 
Yet I own, I know not where to find neutral 
ground where such a quarrel may be fought out ; 
for it must not be in the neighbourhood of this 
camp, where the soldiers would make fiction on 
the different sides.^ 

** It were well,^^ said Richard, '^ to apply to 
the gei^erosity of the royal Saladin, since, heathen 
as he is, I have never known knight more fulfill- 
ed of nddeness, or to whose good fiiUh we may 
90 peremptorily intrust ourselves. I q^eak thus 
for those who may be doubtful of mishapr^for 
myself^ wherever I see my fii^ I make that spot 
my battlergxound.^ 

'' Be it so,"" said Philip ; '' we will make tUs 
matfer known fo S^Iadtn, although it be showing 
to an enemy the unhappy vgint of discord which 
we would willingly hide firom even ourselyes, were 
ijt possible. Meanwhile, I dismiss this assembly, 
and charge you all, as Christian men and noUe 
knights, that ye let this unhappy feud breed no 

13 
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farther brawling in the eamp^ but regard it as a 
thing solemnly referred to the judgment of God, 
to whom each of you should pray that he will 
dispose of -victory in the combat accordmg to the 
truth of the quarrel ; and therewith may His will 
be done r 

^^ Amen, amen T was answered on all sides ; 
while the Templar whispered the Marquis, <^ Con«» 
rade, wilt thou not add a petition to be delivered 
from die power of the dog, as the Psahnist hath 
it?'' 

<^ Peace tJiou,^ replied the Marquis ; ^^ there is 
a revealing d^non abroad, which may rqiort, 
amongst other tidings, how far thou dost carry the 
motto of thy order-*-^ma^ur LeoP 

'' Thou wilt stand the brunt of challenge ?^ 
said the Templar. 

'^ Doubt me not,"" said Comrade. ^' I would 
not, indeed, have willingly met the iron arm of 
Bichard himself, and I shame hot to confess ^hat 
I rejoice to be fiee of his encounter. But, from 
his bastard brother downward, the man breathes 
not in his ranks whom I fear to meet^ 

VOL. IV. a 
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<* It is well you aie so eonfideni,^^ contiiiaed 
the Tempkr ; '^ and in that case, the fimgs of 
yonder hoand have done more to dissolve this 
league <if |irmees, than ekber thy devices, ot the 
dagger of the Charegite. Seest ^u how, under 
a brow studiously overclouded, Philip cannot con^ 
ceal die satisfaction wMch he feels at the prospect 
cf release ftom the alliance whie^ sat so heavy on 
hhn f Marl how Henry of Champagne smiles to 
hinndf, like a sparfclii^ goblet of Ms o:vm wine — 
and see the chuckling delight of Austria, who 
iHMka his quarrel is about to be tfrenged, without 
risk or trouble of hk own. H^ish, heapfffbaehes. — 
A most gtievoQs chance, moi^ royal Austrim ^^ 
these breaches in the wtdls of our Zio n " * 

^*. If Ankl no«B^ this cnusade,^^ f€|died the 
Duke, ^^ I would it were crumble^ to pisees, and 
each were sde at homei*^! speak this in confi- 
dence;" 

^ But,'' said the M«rqmis of Moaftserrat, ^< to 

think thk disunion shoiild be made by the hands 

, of King Richard, for whose pleasure we have been 

contented to endure so much, and to whom we have 

been as submissive as slaves to a master, in hopes 
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that he would use his valour against our enemies, 
instead of exercising it upon our friends t^ 

^^ I see not that he is so much more Talorous 
tfaimothers,'' said the Areh-Duke; *^ I believe, had 
tlie noble Marquis met him in the fists, he would 
have had the better ; for, though the inlander deals 
heavy blows with the pole-axe, fa^ is not so veiy 
dexterous with the lance. I should have cared 
Httle to have met him myself on our old quarrel, 
had the weal of Christendom permitted two sove- 
ragtt pruKies to iMreathe themselves in the lists 
— And if thou desirest it, noble Marquis, I will 
myself be yomf gotfather in this eombat.*" 
<< And I abo^"" said the Grand Master. 
^ Come, then, and take your nooning in our 
tent, noble sirs,^ said the Duke, ^^ and we'^ll speak, 
of this budness, over some right nierenskink'^ 
They entered together accordingly. 
** What said our patron and these great folks to- 
gether ?^ said Jonas Schwanker to his companion, 
the^pruch^epre^r^ who'^ad used the freedom 
to press nig^ to his master wfa^i ihe council was 
^missed, while the jester waited at a more re- 
speetiul distance. 
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" Servant of Folly,'' said the spruch-sprecher^ 
^^ moderate thy curiosity — ^it beseems not that \ 
should tell to thee the councils of our master/' 

'^ Man of wisdom, you mistake," answered Jo- 
nas; ^^ we are both the constant attendants on 
our patron, and it concerns us alike to know whe- 
ther thou or I — ^Wisdom or Folly — ^have the 
deeper interest in him." 

^^ He told to the Marquis," answered the sprtich- 
spredier^ ^^ and to the Grand Master, that he was 
aweary of these wars, and would be glad he was 
safe at home." 

^^ That is a drawn cast, and counts for nothing 
in the game," said the jester ; " it was most wise 
to think thus, but great folly to tell it to others — 
proceed." 

" Ha, hem I" said the spruch-sprecher ; " he 
next said to them, that Richard was not more va- 
lorous than others, or over dexterous in the tilt- 
yard." 

" Woodcock of my side," said Schwanker ; 
^< this was egregious folly. What next ?" 

'^ Nay, I am something oblivious," replied the 
man of wisdom — ^^ he invited them to a goUet 
of nkrenstdn.'^ 
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^^ That hath a show of wisdom in it,^ said Jonas, 
'^ thou may'^st mark it to thy credit in the mean- 
time ; but an he drink too much5 as is most likely, 
I will have it pass to mine. Anything more ?^^ 

** Nothing worth memory,** answered the ora- 
tor, <^ only he wished he had taken the occasion 
to meet Richard in the lists.** 

** Out upon it— out upon it I** said Jonas — 
^^ this is such dotage of folly, that I am well nigh 
ashamed of winning the game by it — ^Ne*erthe- 
less, fool as he is, we will follow him, most sage 
spruch-sprecher, and have our share of the wine 
of nierenstein.'*'^ 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Yet tins xnconttanqr if such. 

As thou too ihalt adora ; 
I oould not loTe tlMe, love, lo much, 

Loved I not honour more. 

MoHTKosB^a jLktCi. 



Wh£M King Richard returned to bis tent, he 
commaiided the Nubiaii to be brought before him. 
He entered with his usual ceremonial reverence, 
and, having prostrated himself, remained standing 
before the King, in the attitude of a slave await- 
ing the orders of his master. It was perhaps well 
for him, that the preservation of his character re- 
quired his eyes to be fixed on the ground, since 
the keen glance with which Richard for some time 
surveyed him in silence, would, if fiilly encoun- 
tered, have been difficult to sustain. 

^* Thou canst well of wood-craft,^ said the 
King, after a pause, *^ and hast started thy game 
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snd brought him to bay, «& aUy as if Tristittii 
himself had taught thee. But this is not all'-^4ie 
must be brought down at farce. I myadf wovid 
haye liked to have lerelled my huirting^qpear at 
him. There are, it seems, respects which prevent 
titts. Thoaartabouttoretumto thecanq[»of the 
Soldaa, bearing a letter, requiring of his courtesy 
to appoint neutral ground for this deed of du- 
valry, and, should it consist with his pleasure, 
to concur with us in witnessing it. Now, speak- 
ing coi^ecturaUy, we think thou ni^'^st find in 
that camp some cavalier, who^ for die love ef 
tmdi, and hb own angmentatian of honour, will 
do battle with liis same trtttor of Montsenat."^ . 

The Nubian raised his eyes and fixed them on 
theKing with a look of eager ardour; then raised 
them to Heaven with sudi solemn gratitude, that 
the water soon glistened in them--«4hen bait his 
head, as affirmii^ what Richard desired, and re- 
sumed his usual posture of submissive attentiHi. 

'' It is weU,"" said the King ; '' and I see thy 
desire to oblige me in this matter. And herein, I 
must needs say, lies the excdlence of such a ser- 
vant, as theu, who hast not speech ^ther to debale 
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our purposey or to require explanadoD ci what we 
have determined. An English sorving-man, in 
thy pIioe» had given me hia dogged advice to 
trust the combat with some good hmce of my 
household, who, fin»n my brother L<mgsword 
downwards, are all on 6re to do battle in my 
cause ; and a chattering Fraichman had made a 
thousand attempts to discover wh^e^ore I look 
for a diampion from the camp of the infidels. 
But thouy my silent agent, canst do mine errand 
without questioning ot comprehending it; with 
thee to hear is to obey.^ 

A bend of the body, and a genuflection, were 
the appropriate answer of the Ethiopian to these 
observations. 

^^ And now to another point,^^ said the King, 
and speaking suddenly and rapidly. — *^ Have you 
yet seen Edith Plantagenet ?'' 

The mute looked up as in the act of bdmg 
about to speak,— nay, his lips had begun to utter 
a distinct negative, — ^when the abortive attempt 
died away in the imperfect murmurs of the dumb. 

*' Why, lo you there !'' said the Kwg. " The 
very sound of the name of a royal maiden, of 
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beauty so surpasniig as that of our lovdy cou- 
sin, seems to have power enough well nigh to 
make the dumb speak. What miracles th^i might 
her eye work upon such a subject ! I will make 
the experiment, friend slave. Thou shalt see this 
choice beauty of our court, and do the errand of 
the i»incely Soldan.** 

Again a joyful glance— again a genuflection'— 
but, as he arose, the King laid his hand heavily 
im his shoulder, and proceeded with stem gravity 
thus.— "^^ Let me in one thing warn you, my sable 
envoy. Even if thou should*st feel that the kindly 
influence of her, whom thou art soon to behold, 
should loos^i the bonds of thy tongue, presently 
imprisoned, as the good Soldan expresses it, wifir- 
in the ivory walls of its castle, beware how thou 
changest thy tadtum character, or utterest a word 
in her presence, even if thy powers of utterance, 
were to be miraculously restored. Believe me, that 
I should have thy tongue extracted by the roots, 
and its ivory palace, that is, I presume, its range 
of teeth, drawn out one by one. Wherefore, be 
wise and silent still.'" 

The Nubian, so soon as the King had removed 
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hu hetvy gmsp firom bis diouU^, bent his ImmhI, 
and laid hk hand on his lips, ia Uken of dknt 
obedience^ 

But Richard again laid his h«od on hun mave 
gently, and added, '' This hehfist we lay m. tbee 
as 9ft • slave. WcetI thou koii^l and geiitkiitsa, 
we would require thine houowr in pledge ef Ay 
sUenee, which is one espedid eonditioii of our 
pcesenLtnist.'' 

The Ethiopian raised his b^dy pnn«dUy» tmA 
looked full at the Kup«, mi \M hia right hand 
on his heart. 

Richard then suxnnMmed his chamharkuu 

'' Go, Neville"" be said, '' with this sbye, to 
tho tent <^ our royat consort, and say it ia our 
pleasure that he havo an aud|enc8^^a prirate asr 
dienoe^of our couan Edith. He is charged with 
« a commission to her. Th<m canst show him the 
way also, in case he requires thy guidance, though 
thou may^st haire obseryed it is wonderfol how &- 
miliar he aboady seems to be with the pudieus of 
our camp>-*-rAnd thou, too, firiend Ethiop,"^ the 
King continued, ^' what thou doest do quicUy, 
and return hither within the half hour^"^ 
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^* I Stand discovered,"'' thought the seaaaing 
Nubian, as, with downcast looks and folded arms, 
he followed the hasty stride of Neville towards the 
tent of Queen Berengaria. — ^* I stand undoubt- 
edly discovered and unfolded to King Ridund; 
yet I cannot percave that his resentment is hot 
against me. If I understand his words, and surdy 
it is impossible to misinterpret thcafn, he gives me 
a noble chance of redeeming my honour upon the 
crest of this false Marquis^ whose guilt I read in 
hia craven eye and quivering lip, when the chaxge 
was made against him. — ^Boswal, faithliiUy haat 
thou served thy master, and most dearly shall thy 
wrong be avenged 1 — But what is the meaning of 
my present permission to look upon her, whom I 
had despaired ever to see again ?-->And why or 
how can the royal Flantagenet consent that I 
should see his divine kinswoman, either as the 
messenger of the heathen Saladin,ora3 theguilby 
exile whom he so lately expelled from his camp*^ 
his audacious avowal of the affection which is 
his pride, being the greatest ^ihancement of 
his giult ? That Richard should consent to her 
receiving a letter from an in6del lover, by the 
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bands of one of such disproportioned rank, are 
either of them cbxnimstances equally incredible, 
and, ^t the same time, inconsistent with each 
other. But Richard, when unmoved by his 
heady passions, is liberal, generous, and truly 
noble, and as such I will deal with him, and act 
according to his instructions, direct or implied, 
seeking to know no more than may gradually un- 
fold itself without my officious inquiry. To him 
who has given me so brave an oppcHrtunity to vin- 
dicate my tarnished honour, I owe acquiescence 
and obedience, and, painful as it may be, the debt 
shall be p i^d. And yet,^ — ^thus the proud swelling 
of his heart fiurther suggested, — *^ Cceur de Lion, 
as he is called, might have measured the feelings 
of others by his own. / urge an address to his 
kinswoman ! /, who never spoke word to her when 
I took a royal prize from her hand — ^when I was 
accounted not the lowest in feats of chivalry among 
the defenders of the Cross i / approach her when 
in a base disguise, and in a servile habit — and, 
alas ! when my actual condition is that of a slave, 
with a spot of dishonour on that which was once 
my shield ! / do this ! He little knows me. Yet 
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I thank him for the opportunity which may make 
us all better acquainted with each other.^ 

As he arrived at this conclusion, they paused 
before the entrance of the Queen^s pavilion. 

They were of course admitted by the guards, 
and Neville, leaving the Nubian in a small apart- 
ment or anti-chamber, which was but too well re- 
membered by hun, passed into that which was 
used as the Queen^s presence chamber. He com« 
municated his royal master's pleasure in a low and 
respectful tone of voice, very different from the 
bluntness of Thomas de Vaux, to whom Richard 
was everythbg, and the rest of the court, inclu- 
ding Berengaria herself, was nothing. A burst of 
laughter followed the communication of his er- 
rand. 

" And what like is the Nubian slave, who comes 
ambassador on such an errand from the Soldan ? — a 
negro, De Neville, is he not ?^ said a female voice, 
easily recognized for that of Berengaria. ^^ A 
negro is he not, De Neville, with black skin, a 
head curled like a rami's, a flat nose, and blubber 
lips— ha, worthy Sir Henry ?^ 

^^ Let not yourGrace forget the shin-bones,^ said 
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ttaother Tmee^ ^^ bent outwards like the edge of a 
Saracen scimitar.^ 

^ Rather like the bow of a Cnpid, since he 
comes upon a lover^s errand,^ said the Queen. 
<^ Gentle Neville, thou art ever prompt to Mea- 
sure OS poor women, who have so little to pass 
awaj oar idle m(»ient8. We must see this mes- 
senger of loTe. Turks and Moora have I seen 
many, but Negro never.^ 

^^ I am created to obey your Grace^s commands, 
so you will bear me out with my sovere^n for 
doing 86,^ answered the debonair knight ** Yet, 
let me assure your Grace, you will see somewhat 
difierent from what you expect.** 

" So much the better — ^ugli» yet than our 
imaginations can fancy, yet the chosen love-mes- 
senger of this gallant Soldan r 

^* Gracious Madam,^ said the Lady Cafista, 
^< may I implore you would permit the good 
knight to carry this messenger stra%ht to the 
Lady Edith, to whom his credentials are address- 
ed ? We have already escaped hardly for such a 
frolic." 

^ Escaped T— ^repeated the Queen scornfully, 

16 
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<< Yet tlMm nuty'st be right, Calkta^ in t&y om- 
tion — let this NufaisD, as thou caUest hin, fint do 
hia errand to our cdUsiD-— Besides, be is note Ux> 
—is he not P"* 

^ He is, gracio«is Madam^^' answefed the knight. 

^ Royal Bfcfft Imve these Eastern ladies,"" flood 
Berengaria, ^ aittended by time before trbom they 
may say anything, yet whe ean wj^t notbiDg. 
Whereas in our camp, as the Prelate of Saint 
JudeV is wont to say, a bird of the air will carry 
die matter.^ 

'' Becasfise,"* said Be Neville, '^ your Grace 
fiEMrgets tbat jokl speak witUn canvass wdls.'' 

The Toices sunk on this observation, and after 
a little whispering, the English kn%ht again re- 
turned to the Ethiopian, and made him a sign to 
follow. He did so, and Neville conducted him to 
a pavilion, pitched somewhat apsart from that of 
the Queen, for the acoMumodadfon, it seemed, of 
the Lady Edith and her attendants. One of her 
Coptick maidens received the mess^ communi- 
cated by Sir Henry Nevflle, and, in the space of 
a very few minutes, the NuUan was ushered 
into Edith^s presence, while Neville was left on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S66 TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

the outside of tbe tent The slave who intro* 
daced him withdrew <m a signal from her mis- 
tress, and it was with humiliatioii, not of the pos- 
ture only, but of the very inmost soul, that the 
unfortunate knight, thus strangely disguised, 
duew himself on one knee, with looks bent on the 
ground, and arms folded on his bosom, like a cri* 
minal who expects his doom. Edith was dad in 
the same manner as when she received King 
Richard, her long transparent dark v^ hanging 
around her like the shade of a summer night on a 
beautifiil landscape, dt^guiring and rendering ob- 
scure the beauties which it could not hide. She 
held in her hand a silver lamp» fed with some aro- 
matic sfHrit, wUch burned with unusual bright- 
ness. 

When Edith came within a step of the kneel- 
ing and motionless dave, she hdd the light to- 
wards his face^ as if to peruse his features more 
attentively, then turned from him, and placed her 
lamp so as to throw the shadow of his face in pro- 
file upon the curtain which hung beside. She at 
length spoke in a voice composed, yet deeply sor- 
rowful. 

10 
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" Is. it you ? — Is it indeed you, brave Knight 
of the Leopard-*-gallant Sir Kenneth of Scot- 
land — ^is it indeed you ?-*thus servilely disguised 
—thus surrounded by an hundred dangers ?^ 

At hearing the tones of his lady^s voice thus 
unexpectedly addressed to him, and in a tone of 
compassion approaching to tenderness, a corre- 
sponding reply rushed to the knight^s lips, and 
scarce could Richard'*s commands, and his own 
promised silence, prevent his answering, that the 
sight he saw, the sounds he just heard, were suf- 
ficient to recompense the slavery of a life, and 
dangers which threatened that life every hour. 
He did recollect himself, however, and a deep 
and impassioned sigh was his only reply to the 
high-bom Edith^s question. 

^^ I see — I know I have guessed right — ^ conti- 
nued Edith. *^ I mtffked you from your first ap- 
pearance near the platform on which I stoo^ whh 
the Queen. I knew, too, your valiant hound. She 
is no trueiady, and is unworthy of the service of 
such a knight as thou art, from whom disguises 
of dress or hue could conceal a fiuthfiil servant 
Speak, then, without fear, to Edith Plantagenet. 

VOL. IV. 11 
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She knows how to grace in adversity the gdod 
knight who served, honoured, and did deeds of 
arms in her name when fortune befriended hini.~ 
Still silent ! Is it fear or shame that keeps thee 
so? Fear should be unknown to thee; and for 
shame» let it remain with those who have wronged 
thee.'' 

The knight, in despair at being obliged to plajr 
the mute in an interview so interesting, could only 
express his mortification by sighing deeply, and 
laying his finger upon his lips. Edith stepped 
bade, as if scHnewhat displeased. 

^' What r she said, ^^ the Asiatic mute in very 
deed, as well as in attire ? This I looked not for««- 
Or thou may^st scorn me, perhaps, for thus bold- 
ly acknowledging that I have heediuUy observed 
the homage thou hast paid me? Hold no unwor- 
thy thoughts of Edith on thai account. She knows 
well the bounds which reserve and modesty pre- 
scribe to high-born maidens, and she knows when 
and how far they should give place te gratitude-** 
loariaeere desire that it. were in her power to re- 
pay services and repair iiyuries, arising fr«mi the 
devotion which a good knig;ht bore towards her. — 
Why fold thy hands together, and wring them 
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With 60 much passion ?— «Can it be,^^ she added, 
shrinking back at the idea-— ^ that their cruelty 
has actually deprived thee of speech? Thou 
shakest thy head. Be it a spell^-be it obstinacy, 
I question thee no farther, but leave thee to do 
thine errand after thine own fashion. I also can 
be mute.*^ 

The disguised knight made an action as if at 
once lamenting his own condition, and deprecating 
her displeasure, while at the same time he pre- 
sented to her, wrapped, as usual, in fine silk and 
cloth of gold, the letter of the Soldan. She took 
it, surveyed it carelessly, then laid it aside, and 
bending her eyes once more on the knight, she 
said in a low tone-—" Not even a word to do thine 
errand to me?^ 

He pressed both his hands to his brow, as if to 
intimate the pain which he felt at being unable to 
obey her ; but she turned from him fai anger. 

"Begone !^' she said. " t haveqpokenenough-^ 
too much-^to one who will not waste on me a word 
in reply. B^one !<— and say, if I have wronged 
thee, I have done penance; for if t have been 
the unhappy means of dragging thee down from 
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a station of honour, I have, in this intesrview, ftr* 
gotten my own worth, and lowered myself in thy 
eyes and in my own.^ 

She covered her eyes with her hand ^ and seem- 
ed deeply agitated. Sir Kenneth would have ap- 
proached, but she waved him back. 

^^ Stand off ! thou whose soul Heaven hath suit- 
ed to its new station ! Aught less dull and fear- 
ful than a slavish mute had spoken a word of 
gratitude^ were it but to reconcile me to my own 
degradation. Why pause you ? — begone T 

The disguised knight almost involuntarily look- 
ed towards the letter as an apology for protracting 
his stay. She snatched it up, saying in a tone of 
irony and contempt, ^^ I had forgotten — ^the duti- 
ful slave waits an answer to his message. — How^s 
this— from the Sdldan i"" 

She hastily ran over the contents, which were 
expressed both in Arabic and French, and when 
she had done, she laughed in bitter anger. 

^' Now this passes imagination T she said ; ^^ no 
jongleur can show so deft a transmutation ! He can 
convert zechins and bezants into doits and mara- 
vedies ; but can his art convert a Christian knight. 
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ever esteemed among the bravest of the Holy Cru- 
sade, into the dust-kissing slave of a heathen Sol- 
dan — ^the bearer of his insolent proposals to a 
Christian maiden— -nay, forgetting the laws of ho- 
nourable chivalry, as well as of religion ! But it 
avails not talking to the willing slave of a heathen 
hbund» TeU your master, when his scourge shall 
have found thee a tongue, that which thou hast 
seen me do.^ — So saying, she threw the Soldan'^s 
letter on the ground, and placed her foot upon it— - 
'^ And say to him, that Edith Plantagenet scorns 
the homage of an unchristened Pi^n.^ 

With these words she was about to shoot from 
the knight, when, kneeling at her feet in Utter 
agony, he ventured to lay his hand upon her 
robe and oppose her departure. 

^^ Heardst thou not what I said, dull slave ?^ 
she said, turning short round on him, and speak- 
ing with emphasis ; ^^ tell the heathen Soldan, thy 
master, that I scorn his suit as much as I despise 
the prostration of a worthless renegade to religion 
and chivaky — to God and to his lady ^ 

So saying she burst from him, tore her gar- 
ment from his grasp, and left the tent. 
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The Toice of Neville, at the aame time^ sum- 
moned him from without. ExhaUHted and stupi- 
fied by the distress he had undergone during this 
interview, from which he oould only have eztrica- 
led himself by breach of the engagement which he 
jhad formed with King Richard, the unfortunate 
&n|ght staggered rather than walked after .the 
Ei^lish baron, till they reached the royal pavi- 
Hon, before which a party of horsemen had just 
dismounted. There was light and motion within 
the tent, and when Neville entered with his dis- 
guised attendant, they found the King, with se- 
veral of his nebilityt engaged in welcoming those 
who were newly arrived. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



'* The teiu-s I »hed must ever fall ! 
1 weep not for an absent swain. 
For time may happier heart recall, 
And parted lovers meet again. 

*■*" I weep not for the silent dead, 
Their pains are past, their sorrows o*er, 
And tfaoie they loved their ebepe muet treads 

When death shall join to part no more." 

But worse than absence, wone than death, 
She wept her lover*s sullied fame. 
And fired with dl the pride of birth, 

9\\c wept a soldiei^s injured name. 

Balhd, 



The frank and bold voice of Richard was 
heard in joyous gratulation. 

<< Thomat de Vaux ! stout Tom of ihe Gills ! by 
the head of King Henry thou art welcome to me 
as ever was flask of wine to a jolly toper ! I should 
scarce have known how to ord» my battle array, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



264 TALES OF THE CBU8ADSKS. 

unless I had thy bulky fonn in mine eye as a 
landmark to fonn my ranks upon. We shall 
haye blows anon, Thomas, if the saints be gra- 
cious to us ; and had we fought in thine absence, 
I would have looked to hear of thy being found 
hanging upon an elder*tree.^^ 

*^ I should have borne my disappointment with 
more Christian patience, I trust,^ said Thomas de 
Vaux, ^^ than to have died the death of an apos- 
tate. But I thank your Grace for my welcome, 
which is the more generous, as it respects a ban- 
quet of blows, of which, saving your pleasure, you 
are ever too apt to engross the larger share ; but 
here have I brought one, to whom your Grace will, 
I know, give a yet warmer welcome.'* 

The person who now stopped forward to make 
obeisance to Richard, was a young man of low 
stature and slight form. His dress was as modest 
as his figure was unimpressive, but he bore on his 
bonnet a gold buckle, with a gem, the lustre of 
which could only be rivalled by the brilliancy of 
the eye which the bonnet shaded. It was the onlfr 
striking feature in his countenance ; but when 
once noticed, it uniformly made a strong impres* 
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sion on the tfeetatot. About his neck th^e hung 
in a scarf of sky-blue silk a wrests as it was eall^ 
ed,— «that is, the key with which a harp is tuned^ 
and which was of solid gold. 

This personage would have kneeled reverend jr 
to Ridiard, but the monarch rabed him in joyful 
haste, pressed him to his bosom warmly, and kiss- 
ed him on either side of the face. 

*< Blondel de Nesle !'" he exclaimed joyfully — 
^' welcome from Cyprus, my king of minstrels i 
welcome to the King of England, who rates not 
his own dignity more highly than he does thine. 
I have been sitk, m^n, and, by my soul, I believe 
it was for lack of thee ; for, were I half way to 
the gate of Heaven, methinks diy strains could 
call me back.— And what news, my gentle master, 
from the land of the lyre ? Anything fresh from 
the iromjeurs of Provence ?— any thing fifwn the 
minstrels of merry Normandy ? — above all, bast 
thou thyself been busy ? — But I need not ask 
thee-'-^hou can^st not be idle if thou wouM'st— 
thy noble qualities are like a fire burning within, 
and compel thee to pour thyself out in music and 
song.^ 
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'^ Somethitig I haye learned, $md soMetbii^ I 
have done, noble Kisgr answered the cekbrHed 
Blondel, with a redring modeetjr, which aU.Kch« 
ard^s enthusiastic admiration of his skill had been 
unaUe to baaiah. 

<< We will hear thee» man^-we will hear thee 
instantly/^ said the King ;-*-^eii toadiiiig Blan* 
deFs shoulder kindly, he added, ^^ that is^ if thea 
art Hot fiitiguod with diy journey; fbr I would 
looner ride my best horse to death, than iiqure a 
noteofthy Toioe.'" 

^^ My Toioe is, as ever, at the service of My 
royal patron,'' said Blondel ; ^^ biit your Miges- 
ty,'^ he added, looking at some paperi^ on tlie ta* 
ble, ^^ seems more importantly engaged, and ihe 
honr waxes late."" 

'^ Not a whit, man, not a whit, my dearest 
Kondc!. I did but sketch an array of battle 
against the Saracens, a thing of a moment — al- 
most as soon done as the routing of them/' 

'^ Methinks, however,'' said Thomas de Vaux, 
*^ it were hot unfit to inquire what soldiers your 
Grace hath to array. I bring reports on that nib- 
ject from Ascalon." 
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*^ Thou art • mule, ThomnB;' udd the IQng— « 
^^a very mule for di^lness and obslinacy !— Come, 
nobles-— a hall— ^a hall !^— rabge ye around him — 
Gi¥e Blondel the tabouret— Where is his harp- 
bearer?— or, soft — ^lend him my harp, his own 
may be damaged by die joorhey.'*^ 

^^ I would your Grace winild take my report,'* 
said Thocoas de Vaux. ^< I have ridden far, and 
have more list to my bed than to have my ears 
tickled.'* 

" Thy ears tickled T said the King; '' that 
nmst be with a woodcock's feather, and not with 
sweet sounds. Hark thee, Thomas, do thine eara 
know the nnging of Blondd from the braying of 
an ass ?" 

" In faith, my liege," replied Thomas, ** I cait- 
not w^ say ; but setting Blonddi out of the ques- 
tion, who is a bom gentleman, and doubtless .of 
high acquirements, I shall never, for the sake of 
your Grace^s question, look on a minstrel, but I 
will think upon an ass." 

*' And might not your manners,'* said Richard, 
^^ have excepted me, who am a gentleman bom 

19 
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as well as Blondel, and like him a guild-brother 
of the Joyeuae sdenoe i^ 

*^ Your Grace should ranemlmr,^ said De 
Vaux, smiling, ^' that 'tis useless asking for man- 
ners from a mule/' 

^^ Most truly spoken,"* said the King; f< and 
an ill-conditioned animal thou art«— But come 
hither, master mule, and be unloaded, that thou 
may^st get thee to thy litter, without any music 
being wasted on thee. — Meantime do thou, good 
brother of Salisbury, go to our consort's tent, and 
tell her that Blondel has anived, with his bud- 
get firaught with the newest minstrelfly — ^Bid her 
come hither instantly, and do thou escort her, and 
see that our cousin, Edith Plantagenet, remain 
not behind."" 

His eye then rested for a moment on the Nu- 
bian, with that expression of doubtful meaning, 
which his countenance usually displayed when 
he looked at him. 

^* Ha, our silent and secret messenger returned ? 
— Stand up, slave, behind the back of De Neville, 
and thou shalt hear presently sounds which will 
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make thee Uess God that he afflicted thee rather 
with dumbness than deafness.**^ 

So saying, he turned from the rest of the com- 
pany towards De Vaux, and plunged instantly 
into the military details which that baron laid be- 
fore him. 

About the time that the Lord of Gilsland had 
finished his audience, a messenger announced that 
the Queen and her attendants were approaching 
the royal tent — ^^ A flask of wine, ho r said the 
King ; ^^ of old King Isaac^s long-saved Cyprus, 
which we won when we stormed Famagousta— * 
fill to the stout Lord of Gilsland, gentles— a more 
careful and faithful servant never had any prince*^ 

*^ I am glad,"^ said Thomas de Vaux, *<tfaat your 
Grace finds the mule a useful slave, though his 
voice be less musical than horse-hair or wire."*^ 

*^ What, thou can^st not yet digest that quip 
of the mule ?"" said Richard. ^^Wash it down 
with a brimming flagon, man, or thou wilt choke 
upon it. — Why, so— well pulled ! — ^and now I will 
tell thee, thou art a soldier as well as I, and we 
must brook each other^s jests in the hall, as each 
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Other's Uovrs in t!ie tourney, and lore each othar 
the harder we hit. By my fiuth, if thou didst 
not hit me as hard as I did thee in our late en- 
conntar, thou gavest all thy wit to the thrust 
But. here lies the di£ferenee betwixt thee and 
Blondel. Thou art but my comrade— rl might say 
my pupil— in the art of waf; Blonde! is my mas- 
ter in the science of minstrelsy and music. To 
thee I permit ^e freedom of intimacy^^to him I 
must do reverence, as to my superior in his art 
Come^ man, be not peevish, but remain and hear 
our glee.'* 

*^ To see your Majesty in such cheeiftil mood,^ 
said the Lord of Gilsland, ^^ by my faith, I could 
remain till Blondel had achieved the great Ro- 
mance of King Arthur, which lasts fer three 
days." 

** We will not t Ax your patience so deeply,** said 
the King. *« But see, yonder glare of torches 
without shows that our consort approaches — ^Away 
to receive her, man, and wm thyself grace in th4 
brightest eyes of Ohr'rstendom. — Nay, never stop 
to adjust thy cloA. See, thou hast let Neyille 
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come between the wind and the saik of thy gal- 
ley.'^ 

*' He was never before me in the field of battk,"' 
said De Vauz, not greatly pleased to see himsdf 
anticipated by the more active service of the 
chamberlain. 

** No« neither he nor any one went before thee 
there, my good Tom of the Grills/' said th^ Kingy 
^^ unless it was ourself, now and then/' 

" Ay, my Kege/' said De Vanx, " and let us do 

^ justice to the unfortunate ;'— the unhappy Knight 

of the Leopard hath been before me, too, at a 

seawm ; for, look you, he we^hs less on horses 

back, and so— '•^-^^ 

*^ Hnsh r said the King, interniptixTghim id 
a peremptory tone>**-^^ not a word of him^^'* and 
instantly stepped forward to greet hiv royal con* 
sort ; and when he had done so, he presented to 
her Blondel, as king of minstrelsy, and his mmiim 
in the gay science. Berengaria, who well knew 
that her royal husband^; passion for poet^ and 
music almost equalled his appetite fer warKke 
fame, and that Blondel was his especial fiivourite^ 
took anxious caro to receive him with all the flat- 
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tiemg disdnetioiia due to one whom the King de* 
lighted to honour. Yet it was evidrat, that, 
tbougji Blondd made siiitaUe letunu to the com- 
pliments showered on him something too abun- 
dantly by the voyal beauty, he owned with deeper 
reverence and more humble gratitude the simile 
and graceful wekcmie of Edith, whose Idndly 
greeting appeared to him, perhaps, sincere in pro- 
portkm to its bren^ and dmplici^. 

Both the Queen and her royal husband were 
awaie of this distinction, and Bidiaid, seeing his 
oonsort somewhat piqued at the preference as- 
signed to his cousin, by which perhaps he himself 
did not feel much gratified, said in the hearing oi 
both,— <^ We minstrels, Berengaria, as thou 
mi^^st see by the bearing of our master Blondel, 
pay more reverence to a severe judg^ like our 
kinsw<«uai, than to a kindly partial finend, like 
thysetf, who .is willing to take our worth upon 
trust'' 

Edith was moved by this sarcasm of her royal, 
kinsman, and hesitated not to reply, thft, '< To 
be a harsh and severe judge, was not an attribute 
proper to her al<»ie of all the Fhintagenets.'^ 
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81» bad palnpi aaid mofe^lifttn|;«wie touch 
atlbfii Umpatoi diat house^ wbicli^ dmYing thmr 
nMie' luadi cagaiyaiwie fiNxm tike bwty limii& 
{Pkmkk £Mjte), amiHfid as aa otthlMi of Irn* 

duut 0rer loleA in Engkod ; bat her eyt» vhen 
kaidHiiig ia hav rqply> niddanly oaiii^t thase 
of tha Nuhiiai, allhongii he mMkavomed 10 con* 
oeal himself behiad the ooblcB vbo were pDesenl, 
9fiA she sunk iipen a seal&» tuxsoag sci jialo, doit 
tha Quaen Berieaagsina deemed herself obliged i» 
call towatatandesseDoes, and to go thrM^tha 
Qtber eeravumias eppt^pwte to « la^'a 9wc»m^ 

of mind, called to Blondel to assume his s^ Mid 
commence hb lajr, declaring, that idnstrelsy was 
worth cYciy other xaoipa to recaU a FlaaiagfaM ta 
Ufe.'^^' Smg us,'' he said, '' that mm ^ ^ 
Bloody Vest, of which thou didst fetmerfy gitf 
lae the argument, ere I left Cyprus ; tl¥N]: must 
ba perfieel in it by this time, or, as our yeomea 
say^ thy bow is broken.'' 

Tha aazioas eye of the minstw^l, howams^ 
dwatt on Edilb, and it was not tiU he oltsarYed 

VOL. IV. s 
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her retnniiig eoloar Uiat he obqred the repealed 
oolflmaiids of the King. Then^accon^anyiiighie 
voioe mih the hnp, so as to grace, bat yet not 
diown, the seue of what he siisg, he diaated in a 
sort of recitative, one of those ancient adventoies 
of love and knighthood, which were wont of yoie 
to win the public attention. So soon as he began 
to prelnde, the insignificance of his personal ap- 
pearance seemed to disappear, and his countmanoe 
glowed with energy and inspiration. His fiill, 
manly, meUow voice, so absolutely under com- 
mand of the purest taste, thrilled on cTery ear, 
and to every heart. Richard, rejoiced as after 
victory, called out the appropriate summons for 
rilence, 

Liiteii, lords, in bower and hall; 

while, with the aeal of a patron at once and a 
pupil, he arranged the circle around, and hushed 
them into ralence ; and he himself sat down with 
an air of expectation and interest, not altiigether 
unmixed with the gravity of the pr^rfessed critic. 
The courtiers turned their eyes on the Sing, that 
they might be ready to trace and initate the emo- 
tions his features diould express, and Thomas de 
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Vaux yawned tremendously, as one who submit- 
ted unvriiiybgly to a wearisome penance. The song 
of Blondel was of course in the Norman language ; 
but the TCEses which follow, express its mnaning 
and its manner. 

Twas near the fair eHy of Benetent, 
When the sun was setting on bongh and bent. 
And knights were prepaxuig in bower and tent, 
On the eve of the Baptist's tournament ; 
When in Lhioohi green a stripling gent, 
Well seeming a page by a princess sent, 
Wander'd the camp, and, still as he went, 
Inquired for the Englishman, Thomas a Kent 

Far hath he iSned, and ftjrtfaer must floe, 
Till he finds his pavilion nor stately nor rare,— 
. Little save iron and steel was there ; 
And, as lacking the ooin to pay aononxer's care. 
With his sinewy arms to the shoulders bare, 
The good knight widi hammer and file did repair 
The mail that to^fionow must see him wear. 
For the honour of Saint John and his lady fair. 

'< Thus speaks my lady," the page said he. 
And the knight bent lowly both head and knee, 
^^ Shb isBeiiBTent's prince^ so high in degie«» 
And thou art as lowly as knight may well be» 
He that woM dimb so lofty a tree, 
Or spring such a giilf as divides her from thee. 
Must dare some high deed, by which all men may see 
His ambition ii back'd by his hie ehivalrie. 
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And the Jmigfat lowly loated with hand and with head, 
«< PUaff aride tiw good Momir fai wUdi tlwa ait dM^ 
And don thoa this weed of hernifglit^gear Instead, 
For B hauberk of stee], a IdrOe of thread ; 



And fight arthy wont is whew most Uood is shed. 
And bring honour away, or remain with the dead.*^ 



Untroubled in Ua look* and nuMiUid im his fe^eas^ 
The knin^t the weed hath taken, and reverenOy hath UssM ^* 
*« Now blessed be the mcmciit» the mcssa^BSr be bleat I 
Much honour'd do j[ hold me in ny lady's high behest ; 
And say unto my lady, in this dear nig^«weed drsss'di 
To the firmest armed rhajpnipinn I will not ^aU lay ocst. 
But if I live and bear me well 'tis her turn to take the test'* 
Hci«, gentks, ends the ibc9XMMt 4rtte of the Liir of t^ QlPMly 
Vest 

** Thou hast changed the meagme upon ub 
unawaies in that last eouplet, my BIdq^?* said 
the King. 

^< Most trae, my loid,"" said BIondeL '^Izmi- 
dered theiwMi filttii the Italian of an old haiper, 
whom I met in Cyprus, and not baying had time 
either to transUte it accurately, or commit it to 
memory, I am fain to supply gaps in the muaic 
and the vase as I oen upon the spur of the mo- 
ment, as you see boors mend a quickset fence with 
afii^^t.^ 

'' Nay, on my fttth,'' said the King^ ^^ I like 
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these lalitlii^ rolHng Alexandrioes-^^nietlimks 
iiuj coaie more Iwatagingly off to the musie than 
that hciefer measurew^ 

^ Bdth ore Ikenaed^ to is wM known to your 
Giaoe,^ answered BhmdeL 

<« They are so^Blondel^'* said Bichaird; «yet 
QOtliinks the scene, wheio there is lifce to be 
fi|^itiiig^ will go best on in these same thtindcfr. 
ing Alexandrines, which soond like the ehaige of 
caraliy ; while the other* measure is but like the 
addo^r «mUe of Sr IsdyV palfiey.^ 

« It shall be as yonr Grace pleases,^ replied 
Bkndd, and bq;an again to prelude. 

^* iimyy first cheridi thy fiiney with a eop of 
fiery Chios wine/' said the King; <' and hark 
thee, I would hsEre thee flii^ aw$y that new. 
fimgled restriction of thine, of terminating in ac- 
curate and similar rhymes.<««They are a constraint 
im thy flow of fimcy, and make thee rcecmble a 
man dancing in fistters.^ 

'< The fiBtters are easily flung off^ at least,"" said 
Blonddi, again sweeping his fingers over the 
strings, as one who would rather have played 
than listened to criticism. 
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" ** But why pat them on, man P^ continued the 
EiD{^*^ Wherefore thrust thy genius into iion 
bracelets ? I marvel how you got forward at all 
—I am sure I shrnddnot haiPo been aUe to com- 
pose a stanza in yonder hampered measure.*^ 

Blondel looked down and busied himself with 
the strings of his hazp^ to hide an inyoluntaxy 
smile which crept over Us features ; but it esctu 
ped not Richard'*8 obserration. 

« By my foith, thou laugVst at me, Blondel,^ 
he said ; '' and, in good truth, every man de- 
serves, it who presumes to play the master when 
he should be the pupil ; but we kings get bad 
habits of sdf-opinion.-«*Come, on with thy lay, 
dearest Blondel*-on after thine own foslnon, bet- 
ter than au(^t that we can surest, though: we 
must needs be talking.^ 

Blondel resumed the lay ; but, as extemporane- 
ous composition was&miliar to him, he foiled not 
to comply with the King's hints, and was perhaps 
not diq^eased to show with how nmdi ease he 
could new-model a poem, even while in the act of 
redtation. 
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Fytte Second. 



The BB|»tist's fidr OMROW bdidldgalkBit i 

There was winniiig of honour, and loring of se a t s — 

There was hewing with falchions, and spfintering of Itayes, 

The netoxt won gloiy, the ▼anqidsh'd wen gmves. 

O, many a knight there fought bravely and wdl. 

Yet one was aoooanted hin peen to esed. 

And 'twas he whose soie armour <m body and breast, 

Seem'd the weed of a damsel when bonne for her rest 

There were some dealt him wounds that were bloody and sore, 

But others respected his plight and forbore. 

" It is some oath of himoiir," they said, '< and I tiow, 

'Twere unknightly to slay him achieving his tow.'* 

Then the Prinee, fot his sake, bade the tournament cease, 

He flung down his warder, the trumpets song peace; 

And the judges declare, and competitors yield, 

Thitt the Knight ofthe Night-pgeav was fiitt in tiw fleia. 

The feast it was nigh, and the mass it was nigher, 

Wlien before the fair princess low louted a squire. 

And delivered a garment unseemly to view. 

With sword-cut and spear-thrust, ail hadc'd and plerc'd through ; 

All rent and all tottered, all clotted with Mood, 

With foam of the horses, with dust, and with mud : 

Not the pohit of that lady's small finger, I ween, 

Could have rested on spot was upsuliied and deaOt 

(( This token my master, Su Thomas a Kent, 
Restores to the Princess of fair Beneyent ; 
He that dimbs the tall tree has won right to the fruity 
He that leaps the wide gulf should prevul in his suit ; 
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WinMigh life's utmott peril tbe prize I htgf wen. 
And now miut tbe ftith of ajr aietieM beilvwi ; 
For flhe who pionipts knights on soch danger to nin. 
Must Avoach his true service in fcont of the sun. 

«« « I restore,' siys ny nasto^ « tke gwaeas I Vs won, 

And I daim of the prinosss to don it in tun { 

For ita slsiili and its MBts she Aesdd ptiae k «lie Bflkc, 

Smoe by shame 'tis uBsiilMeilt tiloivh craBiOB'd with gBM^> 

Then deep blush'd the Prinoeas— yet kiss'd she and psess'd 

TheMeod>spottediobef hariipsaadhsfc hwas fc ' 

*< Go tell my true loulglit, church and chamber shall show. 

If I value the blood on this gaiSMnt or na" 

And when it was time ftv the nobka to paH» 
In sokmn prooessioii to Bihisler and naas» 
The first walk'd the Prinoess in purple and pall» 
But the blood besmear'd night-robe she were over all ; 
And eks^ ill the hally where they aU aat at dflM, 
When she knelt to her fiither and pfofe'd the wmc, 
Over all her rich robes and state jewds. she wok 
Th |i^ ^f- yff ■f* tffT »^ y biiWbMrd Tritil > yn*- 

Then lords whiqpcr'd ladies, as wdl yon nUty Huak^ 
And ladies replied, with md, titter, and wink ; 
And the Prince, who in anger and shame had look'd down, 
Tum'd at ki^Eth to hisdani^bter, wd spoke with • ftows s 
«' Now since then hast puUish'd thy ioUy «n4 guilt, 
E'en atone with thy hand fat the Uood thou hast efXLt ; 
Yet sore for your boldness you both will sepettt, 
When you wander as exiles firom fiur BeneroBt*" 

Then out spoke stout Thomas, m haU where he sloodt 
Eaihausted and feeble, but dmiatless of mood : 
<« The blood that I lost for this dttuglrter flfthiiie, 
I pour*d f9rth as freely «8 fladc gives Its wina ; 
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r Aj)diflbr«iyi^illtbH»ohtf«nttiCf aadlitaie, ^ 

Do not doubt i will save her from sufferiDg and shame ; 
And %ht will die Itck of thy prinoedom and rent, 
Wben I luul bei^ is JSaglaad, the Couatov of Kent" 



A ini]nDV0f i^jj^MMe raa duraugli the I 
tty, Mlowbg the example of Rklmrd linudf, 
who lonied with prabes We fii^oiirke nmstid, 
4ttd ended bf presentiDg him wiA • nng of cob- 
siderable value. The Queen haatened todiadn- 
guiah the fitvourite by a ridi hwoalet, and many 
of the neUiB who weie present fdlowed the royal 
•ett|n{de» 

'< la oar oovrin Edith,'' said the King, '' be. 
erase iBseiisiUe lo Ae soimd of the haii^ die enee 
loTed?'' 

<< She thanks Bkndel for his lay^ replied 
Edith, <^ butdodUy the kindness of the Unsman 
who suggested it.'' 

** Thou art angry, oouflb,'* said the King; 
^ angry because thou hast heard of a woman more 
wayward tiian thyself. But you escape me not — 
^I wOi walk a space homeward with you towards 
Ae Queen's pavilion— we must have conference 
together ere the night has waned into morning." 
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f The Queai snd lier attendmits w«re sow on 
foot, and the other guests withdrew from the 
royal tent A train with bbuing torches, and an 
escort of archers, awaited Berengaria without the 
pttTilion, and she was soon on her way homeward. 
Sidiavd, as he had proposed, walked beside his 
Idiiswonan, and eon^pelled her to accept of his 
am as her support, so that they could speak to 
^eaii'ildier without bmg overheaid. 
u *^ What answer then am I to return to the no- 
Ue Soldan?"" said Richard. << The Kings and 
Princes are fidling from me, Edith*— this newquar- 
.rd hath alienated them once more. I would do 
MMuething Soft the Holy Sepidehre by composi- 
tion, if not by yictory ; and the chance of my do- 
ing this depends, alas, on the caprice of a woman. 
I would lay my single spear in the rest against 
ten of the best lances in Christendom, rather than 
argue with a wilM wench, who knows not what is 
for her own good.— What answer, cos, am I to re- 
turn to the Soldan ? I^Lmust be dedsire."^ 

'' Tell him,"" said^dith, '' that the pooiest of 
the Plantagenets will rather wed with misery ihan 
with misbelief.'' 
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<< Shall I say with davery^ Edith?'' said the 
Kng.— *^< Methinks that is nearer thy thoughts.'' 

^ There is no room," smd Edith, <^for the sua- 
pition you so grossly insinuate. Slavery of the 
body might have been pitied, but that of the sod 
is only to be despised. Shame to thee, Kmg of 
merry Englandi thou hast enthralled bodi the 
limbs and the spirit of a knight, once scarce len 
famed than thyself." 

<^ Should I not prevent my kinswoman from* 
drinking poison, by sullying the vessel whidi con- 
tained it, if I saw no other means of disgusting 
her with the fatal liquor P" replied the King. 

'< It is thyself," answered Edith, ^< that would 
press mc to drink poison, because it is proffered in 
a golden chalice." 

<< Effith," said Ridiard, '< I cannot force thy 
resolution ; but beware you shut not the door 
which Heaven opens. The hermit of EngadcS, 
he whom Popes and Councils have regarded as 
a prophet, hath read in the stars that thy marriage 
ahaU reconcile me with a powerful enemy, and 
that thy husband shall be Christian, leaving thus 
the fiiirest ground to hope, that the amveiirion of 
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the SoUm, and the farin^g in c^ the flons of 
lehmael to the pale of the dburch, will be the 
oonseqaence of thy wedding with Saladin. Come, 
thou most make some sacrifioe ntdier than ntar 
auch happy prospecti.^ 

<< Men may sacrifice rams and goats^^ said 
Edith, ** hot not honour and conscience. I haTe 
heard that it was the dishonoinr of a Chriifeitti 
maiden which brought the Saracens into Spain~ 
die shame of another is no likely mode of expel- 
ling them from Palestine.^ 

'< Dost thou call it shame to become an Em* 
pressf"^ said the King. 

^' I call it shame and dishonour to profime a 
Chrisdan sacrament, by enterinjg into it with an 
infidel whom it cannot bind, and I call it fi>ul 
diahonour that I, the descendent of a Christian 
princess, should become of firee will the head' of a 
haiam of headien concubines.^ 

** Well, kinswoman,"* said the King, after a 
pause, << I must not quarrel with thee, though I 
think thy dependent condition might haye dicta* 
ted mote compliance.^ 

'' My liege,'' replitd Edith, '< your Oraee hath 
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irorfthily fluooeeded to all the wealth, dignitjr, and 
dominion of the House of Plantagenet^— do not^ 
thorafere^ begrac^ yooor poor ksotiroBsiB some 
small sfa«ire of their pride."^ 

^ By my fidtfa^ wtedH"* said the King, ^< thoo 
hast unhorsed me with that rery wcwd; so we 
will loss and be friends. I will presently dis- 
patch thy answer to Sahidin. But after aU, 001^ 
wesre it not better to suspend your answer «31 you 
have seen him ? Men say he is pre-eminently 
handsome.^ 

^* There is no chance of our meeting, my lord,"* 
said Edith. 

** By Saint George, but there is next to a cer- 
tainty of it,"" smd the Kmg; '^ for Sakdin will 
doubtless afford us a free fidd for the doing of this 
new batde of the Standard, and will witness it 
himself. Berengaria is wild to behold it also, and 
I dare be sworn not a feather of you will remain 
behind — ^least of all thou thyself, fair ooz. But 
come, we have reached the pavilion, and must 
part — ^not in unldndness though — ^nay, thou must 
seal it with thy lip as well as thy hand, sweet 
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Edith*— H is my right as a soTeragn to kiw my 
pretty vaBsahu'' 

• He «nkbnioed her respectfully and affectioiHiler 
ly, and returned through the moonli^t caivp, 
humming to himself such snatches of Bhmddi^s lay 
as he could recollect 

On his arrival, he lost no lime in making up 
his dispatdies for Saladin, and ddiYcred them to 
the Nubian, with a chaige to set out by peep of 
day on his return to the Soldan. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

We heaid the Tecbir,— so these Arabs call 
Their thoat of onset, when, with loud acdaim, 
They challenge heaYen to g^ve them victory. 

Siege of DamoMCui^ 

On the subsequent momiug, Richard was inci- 
ted to aconferenoe by Philip of France, in which 
the latter^ with many expressions- of his high es* 
teem for his brother of England, communicated to 
him, in terms extremely courteous, but too expli«~ 
ch to be misunderstood, his positive intention to 
return to Europe, and to the cares of his kingdmn, 
as entirely despairing of fixture success in theb 
undertaking, with their diminished forces and ci- 
vil discords. Richard remonstrated, but in vain ; 
and when the conference ended, he received with- 
out surprise a manifesto from the Duke of Aus- 
tria, and several other princes, announdng a re- 

13 
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solution similar to that of Philip, and in no mo- 
dified teims, assigning, for theb defection bom, 
the cause of the Cross, the inordinate ambition 
and arbitrary domination of Bicfaard of England. 
All hopes of continuing the war with any prospect 
of ultimate success, were now abandoned, and 
Richard, while he shed bitter tears over hia dis- 
appointed hopes of glory, was little consoled by 
the reoolketiioB) that the §tiba» mis in 9QmB de- 
gree to be imputed to ihe advantages which he 
had given his enemies by his own hasty and im- 
prudent temper.* 

<< They had not dand to ham deantedmy £i» 
ther thus,"* h» said to Ih \axa^ in the UMsnicM 
of 1m resentment^^^* No slandom they oonU 
haye uttered agamst so wise a Idng would bmna 
hem believed in fihijstffndom % whiswas, iiolthat 
I am 1«^I have not only aioidsd them a preteea fer 
deserting me, but even a colmur fiv casing all the 
Uame of dm rupture upon my unhapfj fiuUtt*^; 

These thoughts were so deeply gallkig to. the 
Kii^, that De Vaux waa sQoieed when, the am- 
val of an ambassador jfrom Saladm tume^ U&sa- 
flecti(HM into & difoent channel 
. 11 
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Thii new envoy was an Emir much respect- 
ed by the Soldan, whose name was Abdallah el 
Hadgi. He derived hb descent from the family 
of the Prophet, «ttid the race or tribe of Hashem, 
in witness of which genealogy he wore a green 
tuiban of large dimensions. He had also three 
times performed the journey to Mecca, from which 
he derived his epitJiet of the Hadgi, or Pilgrim. 
Notwithstandhig these various pretensions to sanc- 
tity, Abdallah was (for an Arab) a boon com- 
panion, who enjoyed a merry tale, and laid asidd 
his gravity so far as to quaff a blithe flagon, when 
secrecy insuifed him against scandal. He was like- 
wise a statesman, whose abilities had been used by 
Saladin in various negotiations with the Christian 
Prfeices, and particularly with Richard, to whom 
El Hadgi was personally known and acceptable. 
Animated by the cheerful acquiescence with which 
the envoy of Saladin afforded a fair field for the 
combat, a safe conduct for all who might choose to 
witness it, and offered his own person as a guaran- 
tee of his fidelity, Richard soon forgot his disap- 
pointed hopes, and the approaching dissolution of 

VOL. IV. T 
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ibe Christian league, in the inteiealiBg'Ctiacajwions 
preoedii^ aowibat in the liBta. 

The alatien, eaUad the IMflBMNid c^ Ae Deaert, 
was assigQed linr the j^oe of4miSkt, m bdi^ 
nearly at an equal 4i^lance batinxt i^e ChMaii 
and Saracen canipa. It was agiaed that Ccwsade 
of Montsenrat, the dcfoidant^ iritbhia ga^Wufaff»» 
the Ardi-Duke of Att«tria4UAd the Gsaiid Mas- 
ter of the Teioplarsy^fihould a|pear these on die 
day fixed lor die oombat, mth an hwdred armed 
fcdlowen, and no nmre; that Riduird <^ Eng- 
land, and his bvodier Salisbury, who sunported 
the accusation, should aitti$nd with the sfwae mun- 
ber, to protect his chanpion ; and tbat-the S(^ 
dan should farkig with him Aguaiod <^£ve hun- 
dr^ chosai foBowefs, a b«p4 oonsidned as not 
move than equal to the tWrO jiundxed Christian 
lances. Such persons of eon^d^ation as eiAer 
party chose to inyite to witnef» the 0Qnte9t, wer^ 
to wear no other weapons tha^ tbrir awordi^ and 
to come without defensive .avmour. The SoUUn 
undertook the preparation ,of die U^ an4 to .pro- 
vide accommodations and refreshments .of e^very 
kind for all who were to assist at the solem- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TALES OF THE CIlOSAI>£ltS. S91 

Biiy ; and his iH^n ^xpnessed, mi^ auioh oottv« 
tesy, the pkasnve vhicb ke antioipa^d in t^ 
psospeet of a f&anmsi and p eaqgfal meet^g irith 
the Mdec Hjc, and his aBfYiomt desire jko render 
his caoeptdoB as agpeeable as posstUe. 

AH peelimiiVNriss being axrangad and oommuni- 
cated totbe defendant and hisgodfiilliws, Abdid- 
lah the Hadgi vas i^itted to a moss private m^ 
terYiew, wher^ he heard wijdi ddighi the strains o£ 
Blondel. Having first care^lly put his gtccii tnru 
ban out of sight, md assniaed a Greek cap in its 
stead, he requited his ^assic with a dianking song 
horn the Persian^ and qni^&d a heaBty fli^on of 
Cyprus viae, to ahovvthat hjspractiee matched Iva 
principles. Oathenextday, grave and sober as 
ib» water-drinker Mirglip» he beipt his barow to ^ 
ground before Saladia^s focAstool, and sendered to 
the Soldan an aficount of his eadiassy. 

On the day IM^^'that appointed £» the com. 
bat, Conrade and his friends, set ofiPby day-break 
to repair to the pUpe assigned, and Kiehard left 
the camp at the .same hooir, andfov the 9^me pur^ 
pose ; but, as had been agreed upon, he took his 
journey by a different coute, a precaution which 
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« 

had been judged neoeBsuy, to prevent the poisi- 
bili^ of a qnanel betwixt their aimed attaidante. 
. The good King himi^lf was in no humour for 
quarrdling with* any one. Nodmig could hare 
added to his pleasurable anticipatbns of a despe- 
rate and bloody combat in the lists, except his be- 
ing in his own royal person one of the combatants; 
and he was half in charity again even with Con** 
tade cf Montserrat Ughdy armed, richly dress- 
ed, and gay as a bridegroom on the ere of his nup* 
tijds, Richard caracoled abng by the side of Queen 
Berengaria^s litter, pdndng out to her the rari- 
ous scenes thieoi^ which they passed, and cheer^ 
ing with tale and song the bosom of the inhospi^ 
table wilderness. The former route of the Queen's 
pilgrimage to Engaddi had been on the other side 
of the chain of mountains, so that the ladies were 
strangers to the scenay of the desert ; and though 
Berengaria(knew her husband^s disposition too well 
not to endeavour to seem interested in what he was 
pleased either to say or to sing, she could not help 
indulging some female fears when she found her- 
self in the howling wilderness with so small an es- 
cort, which seemed almost like a moving speck on 
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the bosom of the pUdn, andlcnew, at the same timey 
they were not so distant from the camp of Saladui 
but what diey might be in a moment surprised and 
swept off by an overpowering host of his ifiay-foot- 
cd cavahry, should the Pagan be faithless enough 
to embrace an opportunity thus tempting. But 
when she hinted these suspicions to Ricluurd, he 
repelled them with displeasure and disdain. ^^ It 
were worse than ingratitude;,^^ he said, ^^ to doubt 
the good faith of the generous Soldan.'^ 

Yet the same doubts and fears recurred more 
than once, not to the timid mind of the Queen 
alone, but to the firmer and more candid soul of 
Edith Plantagenet, who had no such confidence 
in the faith of the Moslem as to render her per- 
fectly at ease when so much in their power ;- and 
her surprise had been far less than her terror, if 
the desert around had suddenly, resounded with 
the shout of Alia hu ! and a band of Arab cavaby 
had pounced on them like vultures on their prey. 
Nor were these suspicions lessened, when, as even- 
ing approached, they were aware of a single Arab 
horseman, distinguished by his turban and long 
lance, hovering on the edge of a small eminence 
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like a Imwk podsed in the bif, and who imtaatty, 
an the appearance of tihe iofA teltnue, darted off 
irith the speed of the same bird, when it Aaoit 
down the wind amd disappears fironi the Tforiaon, 

'' We must be near the station,'' said King 
Riehard ; ** and yonder cavalier is one of Sak- 
dhi's oo:tpo6t8-<-iRetfaink8 I betlr the noise of the 
Moorish horns and cjmbals. Get yon UtUf odbr, 
my Hearts^ and foitn yootselTes arsfimd Ae ladies 
soldier-like «sd fitndy."' 

As he spoke, each kn^t, ^nire, aaaA asNJier, 
kastftly closed in npon his appointed ground^ and 
th6y proceeded m die most coinpaet ordei^, wiiiA 
made their nnmbers appear stitt snmHei' ; and fo 
say the truths thongh theire ttfighl be ne feUr^ there 
*was anxiety as well ds curiosity in the atteMioli 
irith which they Ustened to the Wild bwrsts df 
Moorish music, Whi^ came ever and anon mote 
dibtinctljr ftom the quarter iot ilirich tfae Ardb 
horsemaii had been seen to disappealr. 

De Vaux spoke in a whkper to the Eir^-«- 
<< Were it not well, my fiege^ to seiid a page to 
the tbp of that saind-baid( ? Or woiild it staid 
with your pleasure that I prick forward? Me- 
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tfaifdts, by all yonder dash and clang, if there be 
no more than fi^e htmdred men beyond the sand- 
h^, hatf of the Soldan-s retinae must be drum- 
mers aiid cymbid-tosser8.«^Sha& I spur on ?^ 

The bairni had chedted Mb horse with the bit, 
and was just abcrui to strike him with the spurs, 
when the King exclafmed->«-*^ Not fbr the w<»M. 
Sttoh a eaution would express suspicion, and could 
do little to prevent surpinse, which, however, I 
apprehend not'^ 

They advanced aeccMdiiigly in dose and firm 
o»d«r till they surmounted the line of low simd- 
hitts^ and eame in sight of the appointed station, 
whton a spl^Mtid, but «t the same time a startKi^ 
spectacle, awaited them. 

The Diamond of the Des^t^ so latdy a solitary 
fiiuntafta, dislanguished only amid die waste by 
sdtftairy groups of palm-trees, was now th6 centre 
of an encampment, the embroidered flags and 
^Med ornaments of whieh glittered &r and wide, 
and reflected a^ tibowsand ric^ tints against the 
aefHing sun. The coverings of the large pavilions 
were of die gayest colours, scarlet, iHright yellow^ 
' pale bine, and ether gaudy and gleaming hues, 
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Knd the tops of their ptUvro, or te&t-poks, w«re^ 
deporjRted with goldoi pomegranates^ and small 
siljken flags. 3ut, besides these distiagaisbeA 
paviUoQSy there were, what Thonuu de Yaux con^ 
sid/nred as a portentous number of the ordinary 
black tcxits of the Arabs, being suffident, as he 
coaceiyedt to accommodate, a^cordii^ to the 
£a8tem fashion, an host of jSfVe thousand men. 
A number of Arabs and Curds, folly correspond-, 
ing to the extent of the encampment, were hasti*. . 
ly assembling^jeach leading his horse in his hand, 
and theuripuster was accoinpanied by an astonish^ 
ing d^DHHir.of their noisy instruments of martial 
music, by which, in all age^ the warfape of the 
Arabs has been animated. 

They soon formed a deep wd omfiised mass 
of dismountjBjd cayalry in froKit of their et^etmp^ 
ment, when, at the signal of a shrill cry, which 
arose h]|^ pyer the clangour of the music, each 
cavalier sprung to his saddle. A dpud of dust 
arising at the moment of this manoeuirre, hid &om 
Richard and his attendants the camp^ the palmr 
trees, and the distant ridge of mountauds, as 
vrell as the troops whose sudden ix\0Ye,B^nt ha4 * 
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rai«ed the cloud, and, asoending high over their 
heads, formed itself iB^to the fantastic forms of 
writhed pillars, domes, and minarets. Another 
shrill yell was heard from the bosom of this 
cloudy tabernacle. It was the signal for the ca- 
valry to advance, which they did at full gallop, 
disposing themselves as they came forwards, so as 
to come in at once on the iroat, flanks, and rear, 
of Richard'^s little body-guard, who were thus sur* 
rounded, and almost choked by the dense cloudii 
of dust enveloping them on etich side, through 
which were seen altematdy and lost the grim 
forms and wild faces of the Saracetis, brandishing 
and tossing their lances in every possible direction, 
with the wildest cries and halloos, and frequently 
only reining up their horses when within a spear^s 
length of the Christians, while those in the rear 
discharged over the heads of both parties thick 
vollies of arrows* One of these struck the litter 
in which the Queen was seated, who loudly 
screamed, and the red spot was on Richard's brow 
in Au instant. 

^' Ha! Saint George,^* he exclaimed, " we 
mu^t taiie some prder with this infidel scum V 
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But Edilb, whose Mtt«r was netr, throat her 
bead out, and with her hand holding one of the 
shttfts, exdaitned, ^ Rojal Riehaid, beware what 
ytnSL do ! see, tfaeee arrows are headless V* 

^^ Noble, senGsible wench !^ exckhned Richard ; 
\* by Heaven, thou sbamest ns all by thy readiness 
of thought and eye.— ^6e not ttio?ed, my En^sh 
hearts,^* he exelaisied to his followers^-** thdr 
arrows have no heads— and their spears, too, kek 
the steel points. It is but a wild welcome, after 
thehr savage faslnon, though doubtless lliey ilould 
rejcnce to see us daunts or Asturbed. Move on- 
ward, slow and steady."* 

The little i^alattz moved ferwaad aeeorchngly, 
accompanied on aU ndes I^ the Arabs, with die 
shrillest and most piercing cries, the bowmen, 
meanwhile, 6&s^yisig their i^ility by shooting as 
near the crests of the Christians as was possiMe, 
without actually hitting them, while the lancers 
charged each other with such rough blows of their 
blunt weapons, that more than one of them lost his 
saddle, and well nigh his life, in this rough Bpori. 
All this, though designed to express welcome, 
had rather a doubtful appearance in the eyes dP 
the Europeans. 
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As they had odvatfoejl nearfy hnVwAy towards 
the camp, Kii^ Btchatd and hn fiuitferming, as 
it were, the imdctts leund wUeh this tamidtnafy 
body of horsemen bowled, whooped^ slciEttushed, 
and galloped, creating a scene of indesciibable con- 
fusion, another shrill cry was heard^ on which all 
these irregolars, wIh> were on the front and upon 
the flanks of the little body of £ur(^>eBn8^ wheel- 
ed off, and forming themselyes into a long and 
d6ep column, followed with oompaimtii^ wdi6t 
abd silence in the rear of Bioluad''s troop. The 
dust b^an now to j&»ipate in thdr front, when 
there adyanoed to mecft them, through that doody 
T^, A body of oavafay €£ a di£Earent juid jaore 
r^ular descripitidn, completely armed with o&n- 
uve and defensire Weapons, and who mig^t weU 
have served as a body-guaard to the proudest of 
eastern monarchs. Each horse in that troop, 
which conskted of five hundred men, was worth' 
an earPs ransom* The riders were Georgian a»d 
Circassian skyes in the very prime of Ii& ; their 
helmets and hauberks were formed of steel rings, 
so bright that jbhey ahooe like silrer; their ve». 
tares were of the gayest colours, and some of cloth 
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of gold or flilYer ; the sashes were twisted with 
silk and gold, their rieh turbans w^re plumed and 
jewdled, and their sabres and poniards of Damas- 
cene steely were adorned with gold and gems on 
hilt and scabbard. 

. This splendid troop advanced to the sound of 
military music, and when they met the Christian 
body, they opened their files to the right and 
left, and let them enter between their ranks. 
Bichard now assumed the foremost place in his 
troop, aware that Saladin himself was approach*- 
ing. Nor was it long when, in the centre of lus 
body-guard, surrounded by his domestic offi- 
cers, and those hideous negroes who guard th^ 
Eastern haram, and whose mishapen forms were 
rendered yet more frightful by the richness of 
their attire, came the Soldan, with the look and 
manners of one on whose brow Nature had writ- 
ten, This is a king ! In his snow-white turban, 
vest, aiid wide Eastern trowsers, wearing a sash of 
scarlet silk, without any other ornament, Saladin 
might have seemed the most platn-dressed man in 
his own guard. But closer inspection discerned 
in his turban that inestimaUe gem, which was calk 
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0d by the poets, the Sea of Light ; the dbmond 
on which his signet was engraved, and which he 
wore in a ring, was probably worth all the jeweb 
of the En^ish crown, and a sapphire^ which termi* 
nated the hilt of his canjiar, was of not much in^ 
ferior value. It should be added, that to protect 
him from the dust, which, in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea, resembles the finest ashes, or, perhaps, 
out of Oriental pride, the Soldan wore a sort of 
veil attached to his turban, which partly obscured 
the view of his noble features. He rode a milk- 
white Arabian, which bore him as if conscious and 
proud of his noble burthen. 

There was no need of farther introduction. 
The two heroic monarchs, for such they both 
were, threw themselves at once from horseback, 
and the troops halting and the music suddenly 
ceasing, they advanced to meet each other in pro- 
found silence, and, after a courteous inclination 
on either side, they embraced as brethren and 
equak. The pomp and display upon both sides 
attracted no farther notice — no one saw aught save 
Jlichard and Saladin, and they too beheld nothing 
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biU eack odber. Tbe Io«k8 with wbiA Blcfaiud 
aurveyed Sdbdia wcare, bowers, miore iiitiaitl|r 
cnriotts than those whidb the Soldaii fi^d upon 
him ; and the Soldan alsa was th^ first to hredc 
silence. 

<< The Mdbc Bic is welcone to SaUdin as wa- 
ter to tins desest. I trust he faal^ w» dktarust ci 
this muBeiious airay. Excepting theAimeddK^es 
of my household, those who surround you with 
^es of wonder and of welcome, ai»« eyen the 
humblest of them, 4he priidlcged nobles of my 
ihousand tribes ; for who that could claim a title 
to be present, would remain at home when audi a 
Prikice was to be seen as Richard, with the terrors 
of whose name, eren m ihe sands cf Yemen, the 
nuise stills her child, and Ihe free Arab ^bdues 
his restive steed.^^ 

^^ And these are all nobles of Araby ?'^ saidBlch- 
ard, looking aroimd on wild forms with their per* 
sons covered with haicks, their countenance swart 
with the sunbeams, their teeth as white as ivoiy, 
their black eyes glancing with fierce and pcetsacna- 
tttval histre/from under the shade of their /turbans, 
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imd tliisr dfes* being iit general aunple» ^T«6t to 
meanness. 
. ^^ Tliejr d«un sudi riuric,"^ said Saladin ; " bat 
tboiigh nigneroiis, they axe within the conditions 
(tf the treaty, and bear no arms but the sabre-^ 
even the iron of their knees is left behind.'** 

<' I fear,'' muttered De Vauz in English, ^' they 
have left them where they can be soon fouad.— * A 
most flouirishing House of Peq?s, I confess, and 
would find Weatmjnster-Hiill scmething too nar- 
row fojr ibem.^ 

'' Hgs^, De Vaux,'' Kaid Ri<^ard, '< I com* 
mand thee. — ^NoUe 8^%^,^ he aaid^ ^^ suspicion 
and thou cannot cpast on the same ground.-— 
See>t thou^'' poinling to the liHers— ^ I too h«re 
bcought some chaoApions with lae, though armed, 
perhaps, in breach of agieement, for bright «yes 
and fidr featuves are.weaipans ivihtch cannot be left 
behind." 

The Soldaob tuxniUig ito the littera, made an 
obeisance as lowly as if looJsing towatds Mecca, 
and Jkissed tthe wid in token of respect. 

<' Nay,'' said B^iobardf— ^' they will not fear a 
closer encounter, brother; wilt thou not ride to- 

14 
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wards their Utters, and the curtains will be pr«« 
sently withdrawn ?"" 

'' That may AUah pfohiUt!'' said Saladin; 
'^ since not an Arab looks on who would not 
think it shame to the noUe ladies to be seen with 
their faces uncovered.'* 

*^ Thou shalt see them then in private, bro- 
ther,^ answered Richard. 

'^ To what purpose ?"* answeted Saladin, mourn- 
fully. ^* Thy last letter was, to the hopes which 
I had entertained, like water to fire ; and where- 
fore should I i^ain light a flame, which may in- 
deed consume, but cannot cheer me ? — But wtib 
not my brother pass to the tent which his servant 
hath prepared for him ? My principal Uadc slave 
bath taken order for the reception of the Princesses 
-^the officers of my household will attend your 
followers, and ourself will be the chamberlain of 
the royal Richard.'' 

He led the way accordingly to a splendid pa- 
vilion, where was everything that royal luxury 
could devise. De Vaux, who was in attendaace,- 
then removed the chappe, (capay) or long riding- 

10 
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doak which Richard wore, and he stood before 
Saladin in the close dress which showed to ad- 
vantage the strength and symmetry of hb person, 
while it bore a strong eotatrast to the flowing robes 
wUeh disguised the, thin frame of the eastern 
monarch. It was Richord^s two-handed sword 
that chiefy attracted the attention of the Sara- 
cen, a broad stnngfat blade, the seemingly un« 
wieldy length of which extended well nigh ftom 
the shoulder to the heel of the wearer. 

*< Had I not,*" said Saladin, *< seen this brand 
flaming in the front of batde, like that of Asrael, 
I had scarce belicTedthat human arm eould wield 
it. Might I request to see the Mdec Ric strike 
<me blow with-it in peace, and in pure trial of 
stMngAP* 

<< Willingly, noMe Saladin,^ answered Rich- 
ard ; and looking around for something where- 
on to exercise his strength, he saw a steel mace, 
hdd by one of the attendants, the handle being 
of the s«ne metal, and about an inch and a half 
in diameter^-^his he placed on a block of wood. 

The anxiety of De Vaux for his master^s ho- 
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aour, led him to whisper in EngMdb— *< For the 
Mesied Viii^^s sake, bef are what you attempt^ 
my liege f Your fiill strength is Qot as yet r»- 
tamed — grre no triumph to the infidel^* 

** Peace, fi)ol T said Bichard, standing firsft on 
his ground, and castii^ a fierce gl^oe afomad*— 
<< thinkest thou that I can ftil in /m pNSjdncf ?* 

The glittering broadsword^ wielded 1^ both his 
hands, rose aloft to the King's left sfaotdder, 
drded round his head, descended wiijh the sw^y 
of some terrific ei^poie, and the l^ of ifqn rolled 
on the groandintwopieees»asa.iroodsiiQianWo«14 
sever a sapling with a hedgii]^lHlL 

** By the head of the Prqphet, a piost wonder^ 
ftd bl<>w !^ sai4 the Soldan, criticidl^^and accHEate- 
ly examining the iron bar which had bee& <M mf^a- 
der T and the blade of thfi aw^d F^s i9». w^U^^imper-. 
edas.to exhil^t not the lieast token dT^hm^g ^ 
fered by the feat it had performed. He tb^n.took 
the King^s hand, and loolqng on, the siae 4s4 
muscular strength which it ^xhibited^ )aiigh#4'as 
he placed beside it his own, so la^ and thin* so 
inferior in brawn and ifinew. 

" Ay, look well,** said De Vaux, in English, 
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" it will be long erfe yout lorig Jack-ari-itpc^* fltl*.- 
gers do sucli a feftt Kith your fine gilded teaj^g- 
hooithW;' 

•*Stle*ciijDeVatix;'Wattidi«d; «*yOiit 
Lfkdy, life iiilderitltndfi or gticsdes ihy itteahihg-^ 
be idt fki broad, I ptay th^.'^ 

^he Soidaft, indeed, Jprfesenfly s^-^" Some- 
tliitig I would fairi attempt— -yet, wherefore should 
the weak show their inferiority in px'^ence of the 
strong? Tet, each land hath its o^h eiercises, 
and this niay be new to the Melee Rid*"*— ^feo spy- 
ing, he tdok from the flodr a cusUoh oPsili aikd 
doWh, and placed it upright on one etH.-^^^VMi 
thy weapon seveif that cnshidn ?^ his lOoA to Kihg 
nuhaxA: ' ■' -^ '" ;•:.- -^ ^J '* 

-'^ Jfci sorely,'' it^lied Ihfe Kittg, *« rid sWdiNi W 
earth, W^re it th^ Excailibar of Kin^ Arthtt^^ cAtt> 
cttt*hiif Whfch opposes no steady fesistaifcfe'^ ' 
^< Mark, then,"" said Saladin ; and ttidkitirg np 
iSsib sleeVe bf his gown, showed his arth, lotig in- 
dfeed and spare, bat which coiistant exercisfe iikd 
hilMen^ iiito a niiiss consisting of liought i>ut 
botfe^ brawri, And sinews He unsheathed his ffey-* 
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mitar, a curved and narrow blade, whidi gUttex^ 
ed not like the swogrds of the Franks, but was, on 
the contrary, of a duO bhie colour, marked with 
ten nuBions of ineandering ]infs» which showed 
how the metal had been welded by the armourer. 
WielcBng this weapcm, apparently so ineficient 
when compared to that of Richard, the Soldan 
stdod resting his weight upon his left foot, whidi 
was dighdy adtanced:; he balanced himself 4 little 
as if to steady his aim, then stepping at once for- 
ward, drew the scymitar across the eusUon, a^y* 
log the edge so dexterovsly, and with so little 
apparent effort, that the cushion rseemed rather to 
fidl: asunder than to be dividedby violence. - 

<< It is a juggler's trick,^ said De YavEC, dvf- 
JDBg Ibrward and snatching up t|ie portion of 4lie 
cushion ;which had been cut pff^ as if to. assure 
himself of the reaHty of the feat,— <« there is gnk 
marye in this.'* .' - 

The Soldan seemed to comprehend him, fiir he 
undid the sort of veil which he had hithefto wmcn, 
laid it doable along the edge of his sabres. eiMnd- 
ed the weapon edgei^rays in the ahr, and dnmipg it 
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suddenly tliiougfa the veil, although it hong on 
die Uade entiiely loose, severed that also mto two 
parts, which floated to different sides of the teni, 
equally displaying the extreme temper and sharp- 
ness of the weapon, and the exquisite dexterity of 
him who used it. 

** Now, in good fidth, my brother,^ said Rich- 
ard, ^* thou art even matdbless at the trick of the 
aword, and right perilous were it to meet thee ! 
Still, however, I put some faith in a downright 
En^kh blow, and what we cannot do by slight, 
we eke out by strength. Nevertheless, in truth 
Aou art as expert in inflicting wounds, as my 
sage Hakim in cunng them. I trust I shall see 
d^ leanied kedb---I hsrre much to thank him for, 
and had biought some small present.^ 

As he spoke, Saladin exdianged his turban for 
aTartarcap. He had no sooner done so, than De 
Vaox opened at once his extended mouth and his 
large round eyes, and Richard gazed with scarce 
less astonishment, wfaiie the Soldan spoke in a 
grave and altered voice : ** The sick man, sayeth 
the poet, knoweth the physician by his step; but 
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Yliim h^ is fef^yeiied, lie ]p^>irftli not; even his 
^^ w|ien be )opk« uppn him*"^ 

[^ A ipsr^de ! — ^a mirndie !^ exdwn^ ]3ich|ird. 

" Of ]M[aboupd> worlHjagij dQ^frl;lc)if^''fijid Thp. 
p^as de Vaux. 

^< That I should lose my learned Hi^ipq[,^ v^ 
BkhtaB^ ^^ mecely by abseiice of ^ q|p fig^ robe^ 
9)|d Ijifit I should find h^ ffg9W ^ ^Y ^9J^ l^fo- 
th^Sa^^inr 

" S\^:]^ U pft jthe fiisbfQP f|^0ip worl^ir /psmrr 
e^ tbi^ S9l^; " Ae t^tt^ ji^be mi^.ffPt ft|- 
JWyfl <be dervifphf* 

*< And i* V*8 tloowfa thy iRtfifqeB^,'\8^ 
JRicbwJ, /VtlwJ yon4ftr KxHgfe^ qf %. IrtOBi||4 
WAf; §av^d frqjja 4e#th.Tr^ by ^j ^^ff? t^f t j|f 
revisited my jC^mp in disgu^ P"^ 
, " Even p^,'' rppjjp4 Sa^dip; " I wy^phy. 
sician enoygl^ ^ biow^ thf t uifl^is tl^e vogfi^ qf 
bis bleeding frQWW^ ijrsr^ Ptfjwpljed, ,^te?.|%& qf 
h^s |ifq, jqt^iifti l^ ftif. His di%i)i9e WK Wfi! 
wily penetrftlje^ th§H I Jwid exjpf^qf^ jKitsa l4||S 
si^ccess of my pwp.^ 

« An accidenjt," ffj^ Jting Rjph^f 4i. (WoWWy 
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aUiiding to the dzcumafaiiee of his applyb^' bis 
lips to tbe WHind of the siqipoaed Nubian,) <* lei' 
me first kaov that his skin was artificially disco- 
lonr^; and that hint once taken, detectioa became 
easy^ for his form and person itre not to be fisrgotr- 
ten. I confidently expect that he will do battle 
on the monrow.^ . 

'< He is full in preparation, and high in hope,'' 
s«id the Soldan. ^^ I have furnished him with 
weapons and horse, thinking nobly of him firom 
what I have seen under various disguises.'" 
i <^ Knows he now,'' said Richard, ^^to whcmi he 
lies uivder obligation P^ 

«* He doth," replied the Saracen—** I was 
obliged to conibss my person when I unfdded 
my purpose." 

*^ And confessed he aught to you P" said th^ 
King of England. 

« NoAkig capftdtj'* replied the Soldan ; " but 
from much that passed betwew us, I amo^ve his 
tew fe &o Mghly placed to be hapf y in its idsue." 

^ And tliou knewest, that his d«ing and m- 
solent imssion cro»led thine own wishes ?" 6aid 
Richard. 
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<amis^gi]e8Bfloimiclh''raid'Sal^ '<lmt 
Ins passion liad existed ere my wisiuv Iwd bera 
formed-HOid, I must now add, ia like to flurave 
tliem.-^I caimbt, in honour, revenge me for my 
disappointment on Urn who had no hand in it 
Or, if this high-born dame loved him better than 
myself, who can say that she did hot jastioe to a 
knight who is fiill of nobleness f" 

'' Yet of too jaean Imeage to mix with the 
Hooi of Pknta^g^wt,'' said RichaEd, haughtily. 

** Such may be your maxims in Fsangistan,^ 
replied the Soldan. *< Our poete of the eastern 
countries say, that a valiant camel-driver is wortlqf 
to kiss the lip of a fair Queen, when a cowardly 
prince is not worthy tb salute the hem of her gar- 
ment But with your leave, noble brother, I must 
take leave of thee for the present, to receive the 
Duke of Austria and yonder Nasareme kn%ht, 
much less worthy of hospitality, but who must 
yet be suitably entreated, not for thdr sakes, but 
for mine own honour-*for what saith 4ie sage 
Lokman ? < Say not that.thefood is lost unto thee 
which is given to the stranger^-for if his body be 
strengthened and fiittened therewithal, not less Js 
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tidne own worslap and good nauie cheridied and 
ati^mented^'* 

The Saracen Monarch departed from King 
Bidiard^s tent, and having indicated to him^tadrar 
inth signs than with speech, where Ae paT]fi<m of 
the Queen and her attendants was pitched, he 
went to receive thi Marquis of Montserrat and 
his attendants, for whom, with less good will, bixt 
wiiii equal sjflendour, the magnificent Sofilan had 
provided accommodations. The most amj^ re- 
freshments, both in the Oriental, and after the 
European fashkm, mete spread before the royal 
and princely guests of Saladin^ each in thdr own 
separate pavilioa ; and bo attentive waa Ae (d« 
dim. to the habits and taste of his visitors, diat 
Grecian slaves were stationed to present them 
with die goblet which is the abomination of the 
sect of Mdiommed. Ere Ridiard had finished his 
meal, ike andent Omrdh, who had brongfat ibe 
Soldan^s letter to the Christian eam{», entered 
with a plan of the ceranonial to be observed <m 
the succeeding day of ci^bat Biehaid, who 
knew the taste of his old acquaintance, invited 
him to pledge him in a flagon of wine of Sehi- 
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fMl but AMnlhli gJTe hito to vabjummai, wiA 
a ruefol aspect, that self-daiial, in the presoit 
eizeumataiices, waa a matter in which his life was 
ooncenied; for duit SalajGn, tekrant in matiy 
ao^ects, bodi obsonred, and enfaieed bj h^ 
penalties, ihe kws of the Prophet 

<' Nay, then^"* said Bidiard, << if he feim not 
wine, that lightMier of the hnman heart, his eon- 
vsnion is not to be hoped foi^ aad d^ prstflictiim 
of the mad priest of £ngad£ goes like diaSTdown 
the wind.*" 

The King then addressed him to aeUif the 
ardcles of combat, which cost a OQBs|dsrahletime, 
aa it was necessary on som^ poinls tp dmsolt 
with the oppofliie jiartijBS, as well as with the SoL 



They wete at length finally agveed upon, and 
adjusted bjr a parotoool in Frendi and in Arabian, 
which was subscribed by Saladhi as lunpixe of the 
field, and by Richard and Leopold aa guarantees 
fcr the two combatants. As the Omrah took his 
final leave of King Riehaid fi»r th«^ evening, De 
Vaux entered. 

^* The good knight,^' he said^ '^ who is to do 
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btitde tpfi99crt>^» Yeqi}69Jte^ to. bmnw, whether h^ 
m99 .w% ^mght i»y duty tp jbi? roynl go4t 

'' lllflt Aw mfi^ Um, Be Yaw?'' ^ tbe 
Siiig,fn|ii)|i|g^ <<md4id9(thQabiQwanaiicieiit 

^, *^ 3y iQm X^ of Immemtj'' answered JH 
Ymf^ '^ )^0^. aift «0 many mivpij^f s mtd ^bmfgm 
h Sim )m4». lh«k ti»y poor btain Mi^rim, I fi^^ir^ 
ipifm SkKimf^ off go»aMkd,|iU Mn eood bound, 
tb^lJi^d 1)^11 for a aboirt while udder my eare^ 
ciS^e |^d'£(t^]|i4 oil Bie; aud «ry^£i th^ I ovi^ 
knew the tyke by the depth of %S» (Ae^l^ tbl| 
t^wdfm^i pf bbi foQtt and bis maimer of bay- 
ing; for the poor fellow was painted like any Ye!' 

^^ Tb0u art bettor sldlled in brutes tbsn men, 
De Yaux,"^ said the King. 

«^ I .ifiU not denyr md De Yaui, « I have 
Snmd them efiitiiiies the benaater aniiaals. AUo>^ 
JMi% .QvAto is pleased to term me domeJJiifites a 
bnilf myself; besides that Isesve the lionb whoRA 
alliHten a^knowl^ge the king of brutes.'' 

" Marry, there thou brokest thy lance fairly on 
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my brow,^ said the Xing. ^ I have ever said 
thoii hast a sort of wit^ De Yaux— >iAarry, one 
must strike thee with a sMge-hammer ere it can 
be made to spaitie. Bat to the piweDt ^ar^— is 
the good kttight v^ amed and equipped?'' 

** Fully, my Mege^ and nobly,^ aasireMd De 
Vaux; ^ I ]mow'tlieaniMMirweIl--4tk that which 
the Venetian commissifiry olBfitted year highness, 
ju^ ere yon bMone 111, fer fire hndnd beaants;^ 

<< And he hath sold it to the infidel S^bub I 
warrant me, ftr a few dneats^ m«re, and present 
payment? These Venetians would' sett" the S^ 
pnlcbre itsdtf f* 

«< It will never be bene in a ndUe^ cans^'' said 
DeVaiiz. 

<« Thanks to the nobleness of the Simmkih*^ 
sttd the King, << not to liie avtaiee of tiie Vene- 
tians.'' 

*^ I would to Ged your 6>aee would be more 
cautious,'*' s»d the aasieua De Viiax<->«^< Here arfs 
we deserted by all our allies, fixr points <£ ^ 
fence given to one or another; weeannothope to 
prosper upon the land, and we ha%e only < to quar^ 
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rd'wit^ the amphilHoiis republicy to lose the 
meima of vetxeat hjr sea r 
, . <* I viU take.eare,^ Mid Biehanl> in^fttteiitly ; 
V bat flchod me no nuMre. Tell me rather, for it 
is of inteKeat^ hath^the kaii^ a om^Gbssot P"" 

<' He hath,'' imsvered! De Vaox; '' the her. 
aift of TSugaiMi, ifbo eiAt did himihali offiee when 
l^fepariog'fior death, 9Ma^ him^ m Ae pieseat 
oeoafnen ; the &me (^ the duel haini^ bcoiight 
Um hither.'' 

: <' 'Tia wellt'' said Bichafd; '' and now Ibr the 
kttight'js iequest» Say tohim^BidiardwiltrecetTe 
him whai the dttehaq^ of his demr beside the 
Diamwd of the D^ievt, shatt have almied ibr.liis 
fiiult beside the Mount of Saint George; and as 
theu passest through the camp, let the Queen 
know I will visit her pMriEon^-HUid tell Hondri 
to . mieet me there.'' 

. De Vaux depart^, and m about an hour ii£* 
terwanibb Riahaird, wranuBg his mantle atoimd 
him, and taking his gittem in his hand, walked 
in the diieetioQ.of the Queen's pavihon. Seve- 
ral Arabs passed him, butabfaja with averted 
heads, and looks fixed iipon the eai^ though he 
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mM observe ihat^ftU gioteA efffwestiy alter blM 
when he was past. Thii ted ttfli jusdy td eoif^ 
jedcim dwl ihk pkiKki was Icfiotm ia tbefti^ tmt 
thateiAerilie fibldan's oomniAid^ or their oVH 
orientid pdi^RMM^ IbHbMd^ tHeift w fi^em td 11^ 
m sDYeteigfi who desfrUI to tetfMn itiei^nlto. ' 

When the King reached flbt patffion ht 6te 
Qaeeni he ftemd It gQ«rd!ed by those unhapjijr 
ol|aails wiMHi eaift^m jealcmsy places atdeiid Ae 
Zenana. Blondel was walkiiig before t^ door,' 
aiUl 'takiehed liis rote from idttie to tittie. In k man. 
ner whkh srade the Afrieans sMoir tlfi^ itory 
tefalb, ind iieat bi»^hen with their strlOig^ gei^ 
tiires Aiididilitt tmhltaMl ^710^ 

; « What art Ibbti lifter tAA liis herd of Mad^ 
cMUf) BiMlA?^«ald dte Sing; «« tAtitrOfetij 
gdbat Aoli tofe Into 4he tent r ^' 

*^ Because my trade can neitfi^ spare the h^ad 
dor dbe fiagera;' said HmM^ "^slftd these ho^ 
itat hhchsnwersthrsateiedto^ci^me^j<Art?<Toiig 
jimit if I pressed rovwatd.*' 

<^ WeH^ entOT widrm^,'' riaid tfaeiKfaig, '' uriT 
IwiUbeih^aaftguard.'' 

The bkcks acocspdngly kwered pikes and 
11 
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«woidg to lEuig m^tod, M&beni ibdirc^M-M 
tjbe gr^omidi aB>if 'imw^nhjir to Undc apon lmD# la 
the tetcrioi; 0f the pwriUon, iktlf fiotund Tkaitti 
d0 V#pc mattffrtdwwfa on theQi^^en^ WlfUBe: 
TdtiffsAf^ iTolocteed M)mUk, King Bujbml 8j[w1m 
for some time seerelly. and afvlt iMA lii* iUf 

Atlength, << ^M« wo BtMl fiM, iqr finB^ 
he said in a whisper. > 

^« No^ ngr liegfb'' 4Swdd Bcbih, in a Toioo justf so 
Iow'«^:i|o^ to ifltiiprhipt the naaid^— *^ noDecsii 
be^r opiafty. njpttvult Kbg Bicbanl, wiiaii ho 
deip^ to fi»faow IrilMietf; as he vmB^ um gmnnniit 
andnobleyaeW«HjMiY4Baataad>hbn«DdlribI».?^ «' 

go sayjtigi ihe elBlfoSod herhiJBd to^him^ ^ The 
King kissed it in t<dEea of reeoocBiatbi^ 
ptooeededr " . . ,• -^ 

<« You thiokr iny i^weet xxmsiii, tliaii >i)fty atf- 
ger in this matter was ft^oed; but yoa^M ^ 
ceived. The punishment I inflicted* upMtliiitf 
knight wasjttst; fin: be|iAdibetrayed-^><4io|natter 
for how templjiig. a biibe»« fair cousBw^the imtn^ 
committeil to him. But X nsjoioe, penehatioe a^ 
much as you, that to-morrow gives him chance to 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



880 TAI.E8 OT T|IB OltVSA^ttftS. 

vm die MA, «id doow Imtk die iitittii idiieh fiw 
a tisw duig to him, upon the actual drief $md 
takot. No I — liitttie dmee may blame Ridiaird 
finr inqietiioiis ftfly ; hot they thdU say, ^tu^ in 
MuteiDg: judgment, he wa» just whn he flhould, 
and iMraifU when he eeuUL*" 

'< Laud not thyself, couon Sing,'' srid Edidi. 
^y They n»f call diy jpstiee crudfy— *diy mercy 
caprice.'' 

"^ And do not dm firide d^el^** said die 
Kiagv ^ as if thy knight, who hadi not yet buckled 
on his anneinr, wete unbeltkig it in trium[di— - 
Gouade of Montsemit ia held a good lance. 
What if the Scot flhouU kse the day ?" 

'' It is impossiUe r said Edidi, finnly~<< My 
omiieyes saar yondsr Confflie^ti^mUe and change 
colour, like a base thief. He is guilty^->-and die 
trial by conbat is an appeal to the jusdoe of God. 
-^ aqradf, in such acause, would encounter him 
widMwt ftar." 

" By the mass, I tlnnk thou wouWet, wench," 
said the King, « and beat hint to boot ; for dicre 
never breadied a truer Plantagenet than thou.'^ 
15 ' < 
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H« pftusedy md added in A t^ Berious tone,*— 
*^ See that thott CDntiBae to remember what u 
due to thy Wrth." 

** What, means that adYice, so seriously given 
at this moment ?"" said Edith. '' Am I of such 
light nature as to finget my name^-«*my eondi^ 
tionr 

^^ I will sp^tk plainly^ Edidi,^ snaveredthe 
King, <' and as to a friend^-p-What will diis 
knight be to you, shoidd he come off victor fioin 
yonder lists ?^ 

<' To 191^ r said Edith, Mushing deep with 
shame and displeasure,"^^^ What can he be to me 
more ihan an honoured Jboight, worthy of such 
paee aa Queen Ber^iigaria mif^t confer on him, 
bad he selected her for his lady, instead of a more 
unworthy choice? The meanest knight may de- 
vote himself to the aerriioe of an empress, but die 
glory of his choice,"" she said proudly, ^-^ must be 
his reward.*" 

> ** Yet he hath served and suffered much for 
you,*" said the King. 

** I have paid his services with honour and ap- 
plause, and his sufferings with tears,"" answered 

VOL. IV. X 
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Edith. ^ Had he desired other reward, he would 
have loved within his own degree.'^ 

** You would not then wear the Moody nights 
gear for his sake ?'^ said King Ridiard. 

<< No more,"^ answered Edith, *< than I would 
have required him to expose his life by an action, 
in which there was more madness than honour.^ 

*^ Maidens talk ever thus,"" said the King ; 
*^ but when Ae fiivoured lover presses his suit, 
she say s, with a ogh, her stars had decreed other- 
wise.'' 

*^ Your Grace has now, for the jsecond time, 
threatenedme widi the influenceof my horoscope,'' 
Edith replied, with cBgnity. '^ Trust me, my 
li^e, whatever be the power of the stars, your 
poor kinswoman will never wed either infidel, <»r 
obscure adventurer.-^Permit me, that I listen to 
the music of Blondel, for the tone of your royal 
admonitions is scarce so gntteful to the ear." 

The conclusion of the evening offered nothing 
worthy of notice. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Heard ye the din of bftttle bmy. 
Lance to lance, and hone to hone ? 

GXAT. 



It had been agreed, on account of the heat of the 
climate, that the judicial combat, wldch was the 
cause of the present assemblage of various nations 
at the Diam^md of the Desert, should take place 
at one hour after sunrise. The wide lists, which 
had been constructed under the inspection of the 
Sought of the Leopard, inclosed a space of hard 
sand, which was one hundred and twenty yards 
long by forty in width. They extended in length 
from north to south, so as to give both parties the 
equal advantage of the ridng sim. Saladin^s royal 
seat was erected on the western side of the indo- 
fur^ just in the centre, where the combatants were 
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expected to meet in mid encounter. Oppofed to 
this was a gallery with dosed casements, so contri- 
ved, that the ladies, whose station it was designed 
to be, might see the fight without being themselyes 
exposed to view. At either extremity of the lists 
was a barrier, which could be opened or shut at 
pleasure. Thrones had been also Erected, but the 
Ardi-Duke, perceiving that his was lower than 
King Richard^s, refused to occupy it ;: and Cceur 
de Lion, who would have submitted to mudi ere 
any formality should have interfered widi the 
combat, readily agreed that the sponsors, as they 
were caHed, should remain on horseback durmg 
the fight. At one extremity of the lists were pla- 
ced the fi)llowersof Richatd, and opposed to them 
were those who accompanied the defender. Con- 
rade. Around the throne destined for the Soldan, 
were raided his splendid Greorgian Guards, and 
the rest c£ the indosure was occupied by Christiaik 
and Mahommedan spectators. 

Long befi)re day-break, the lists were surround- 
ed by even a larger number of Saracens than Ridi* 
aid had seen on the preceding evening. When 
the first ray of the sun's- glorious cnrb arose above 
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the desert, the sonc^ous call, ^ To prayep-Ho 
prayer r was poured fordi by the Sdditt himself, 
and answered by others, whose rank and zeal en« 
titbd them to act as mueazins* It was a striking 
spectacle to see them all sink to earth, for the 
purpose of repeatmg their disfrotioiKi, mik their 
faces tamed to Mecca. Bdt when they arose 
from the ground, the sun^s rays, now stlrcngilien- 
ing fiut, seemed to confirm the Lcipd of Gihlaad^s 
conjecture of the night before. They were flash- 
ed back from many a spear^head, finr the pointkss 
lances of the preceding day were certainly no 
longer such. De Yauz pointed it out to his mm- 
ter, who answered with impatience, that he had 
perfect confidence in the good fidth of the SoldBsi ; 
but if De Vaux was afiraid of his bulky bod^,. he 
might retire. 

Soon after this tiie noise of timbrels was heard, 
at the sound of which the whole Saracen cava- 
liers threw themsehes firom thar horses, and pro- 
strated themselves, as if for a second mooming 
p»yer. This was to give an opportunity to the 
Queen, with Edith and her attendimts, to pass 
firmn the pavilion to tfie gallery intended for them. 
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FiftjT gamxdB of Salidm^s seraglb eKorted them/ 
wiA naked nbras, whose oideN weie, to cut to 
pieces whomsoever, were he prince or peasant^ 
should ventoie to gaze on the hidies as they pass-^ 
ed, or even presume to raise his head until the 
cessation of the music should make all men aware 
diat they were lodged in their gdlery, net to be 
gased on by the curious eye. 

This superstitious observance of Oriental re- 
verence to the fair sex, caUed forth from Queen 
Berengsria some eritidims very unfwonraUe to 
Sabdiii and hb country. But thdr den, as the 
royal fair called it, being securely closed and 
guarded by their sable attendants, she was under 
the necessity of contenting herself with seeing, and 
lajring aside for the present the still more exceU 
lent pleasure of being seen. 

ICesntime the sponsors of both champions went, 
as was their duty, to see that they were duly 
armed, and prepared for combat The Arch-Duke 
of Austria was in no hurry to perform this part of 
the ceremony, having had rather an unusually so* 
vere debaudi upon wine of Schiras the preceding 
evening. But the Gnin^ Master of the Temple^ 
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more deeply conoeEned in the ereat of the oom- 
hat, was eariy before the tent of Conrade of Mont- 
semt. To his great surprise, the attendants re- 
fused him aAnittance.. 

^^ Do you not knoir me, ye knaves ?^ said the 
Grand Master, m great anger. 

<< We do, most valiant and reverend^^ imsWer- 
ed Comrade's squire ; ^* but even you i^^y not at 
present enter«^the Mai^piis is about to confess 
himself.'' 

<< Confiess himsdf r eoedaiiMd die Templar, 
in a tone where alarm mingled with surprise and 
sootn, — '^ and to whom, I pray thee^'' 

** My master bid me be secret,'' said thesquiw; 
on whidh the Grand Master pushed past him, and 
entered the tent. 

The Marquis of Montserrat was kneeling at 
.the ieet of the hermit of Engaddi, and in the act 
of beginning his confession. 

<^ What means this. Marquis ?" said the Grand 
, Mast^ ; ^^ up, for shame—or, if you must needs 
confess, am not I here?" 

^^ I have confessed to you too oft aheady," re- 
plied Conrade, with a pale cheek ^d a fidttring 
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y^iee. ^ForGMTttikiryGfaiid Mttter, begra«, 
.and lei me unfold my oonadeooe to this holy 



« In what is he holier dian I am?"* said the 
Qufad Masl^*^^ Hecmity fMphet^ madnan-*- 
•ay, if thoadaieBt,iiiivliatthottezeBllettaier 

^< Bold and bad inaiiy^ lefdied the > henmt, 
'< know that I MB like the hittioed wmdow, and 
the divine light paiw tfaough to araii others, 
though, alas f it hdpeth not me. Thou art Mke 
the iron stanchionii, wUch neidier rceeive li^t 
themsd.Tes, nor communicate it to any one;" 

*^ Prate not to me^ but depart from Ak tent,^ 
«aid the Grand Master; '< the Marqois shall not 
confess this morning, unless it be to me, for I 
part not from his side.^^ 

^< Is thi? y^ur pleasure,^' said the hemit to 
Conrade; ^^ for thudc net I wiU ohey that proud 
man, if you continue to desire my assistance."* 

'' Alas,'? said Comiade, iixesoktely, '' what 
would you have mp Bay ?-«f arewell for a while— 
we will speak anon.'' 

^^ Oh, ppcoerastination T exdbimed the hermit, 
^' thou ^rt a soul-murderw ! Unhappy man, fore- 
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'wetl^-aiot ibr a ^vMle, but until wc shall boA 
mcet-^-no malter where. And for thee,^ he add- 
ed, tuning to the Grand Master, <^ Tbskbls !^ 

<^ TremUe T relied the Temphur, eontemptu- 
eafely, <* I aBUDM>t if I would.*' 

The faennit heard not his answer, having left 
Aetent. 

<( Ccme^ to this gear hastity,'' said the Grand 
Master, '^ since thou wilt needs go through the 
Ibolery.-— Hark thee— I think I know most of thy 
fiailties by heart, so we may omit the detail, which 
may be somewhat a long one, and hepn widi the 
absolution. What signifies counting the spots of 
dirt that we are about to wash from our hands ?"* 

'< Knowing what thou art diyself,'' said Con- 
rade, '^ it is blasphemous to speak of pardoning 
another.'' 

'^ That is not according to the canon, L<»rd Mar- 
quis," said the Templar,-—^* thou art more scru- 
pulous dun orthodox. The absolution of the wick- 
ed priest is as effectual as if he were a saint— other- 
wise, God help the poor penitent i What wound- 
ed man inquires whether the surgeon that t^ts 
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Ilk gaahtti bi^e dein iiiiids or im ?<*-Cmie, fthall 
we to this toy ?"* 

'< No,"* said Coorade, '< I wffl rather die un- 
oonfimed thim mock the sacranent.^ 

<< Come, noble Maiqois,^^ said the Temphv, 

< toiiae up your courage, and speak not thvs. In 

an hour^s time thou shalt stand victorious in the 

lists, or confisss thee in thy helmet, like a vafiani 

knight.'' 

*^ Alas, Gnuid Master,'' answered Conrade, 
'^ all augnrs ill for this aflUr. The strange dis- 
oovery by the instinct of a dog— -the reviyal of this 
Scottish knight, who comes into the lists like a 
spectae-— all betokens eyiL" 

'« Pshaw," said the Temphor, << I have seen 
thep bend thy lance bcddly agmist him in sport, 
and with equal chance of success— think tihou art 
but in a. tournament, and who bears him better in 
the tilt-yard than thou ?— 4Dome, squires and ar« 
mourers, your master must, be accoutred for th^ 
field." 

The attendants entered accordingly, and began 
to arm the Marquis* 

" What mormng is without?'* said Conrade. 
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** The sun rises dimly,^ answcted a squire. 

<' Thou seest, Grand Master,"* said Conrade, 
^ nought smiles on us.^ 

<^ Thou wilt fight the more coolly, my son,"* 
answered the Templar ; " thank HeaTen, that 
hath tempered the sun of Palestine to suit thine 
occasiim."' 

Thus jested the Grand Master, but his jests 
had lost dieir influence on the mind of the Mar-* 
quis, and, notwidistanding his attempts to seem 
gay, the gloom commuiiicated itself to the Grand 
Master. 

<^ This craven,^ he diought, ^^ wilt lose the day 
in pure fiuntness and cowardice of heart, which he 
calls tender consdence. I, whom visions and au-i 
guries shake not— who a^i firm in my purpose as 
the living rock-«*>I should have fought the combat 
myself.-«Would to God the Soot may strike him 
dead on the spot — ^it were next best to his winning 
die victory. But come what will, he must have 
no other confessor than myself— our sins are too 
mnch in common, and he might confess my share 
with his own.*" 

While these thoughts passed through his mind, 
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he (Mmdnued to aialst the Mirquig fai mning, but 
it was in sOence. 

The hour at length arril^ed, the trumpets sound- 
ed» the kn^hts rode into the lists armed at all 
points, and mounted like men Who^weie to do 
battle fi»r a kingdoin^s honour. They wore their 
visors up, and, riding around the lists three timcis, 
diowed themselves to the spleetators. Both w^re 
goodly persons, and both had noble countenances. 
But there was an air of manly confidence on the 
brow of the Scot — a radianqr of hope^ which 
amounted even to cheerfulness, while, although 
pride and effiirt had recalled much of Conrade^s 
natural courage, there lowered still on his brow a 
doud of ominous despondence. Even his steed 
seemed to tread less lightly and Uiihely to the 
trumpet-sound than the noble Arab which was 
bestrode by Sir Kenneth ; and the spruch^echer 
shook his head while he diserved, that while the 
challenger rode around the lists in the course of 
the sun, that is from right to left, the defender 
made the same circuit mddersiMy that is firom 
left to right, which is in most countries held omi- 
nous. 
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A temporary altar was erected just beneath the 
gallery occupied by the Queen, and beside it 
stood the hermit in the dress of his order, as a 
Carmelite friar. Other churchmen wore also pre- 
sent. To this altar the challenger and defender 
were successively brought f(Nrward, conducted by 
their respective sponsors. Dismounting before it, 
each knight avouched the justice of his cause 
by a solemn oath on the Evangelists, and prayed 
that his success might be according to the truth of 
falsehood of what he then swore. They also made 
oath, that they came to do battle in knigh^ guise^ 
and with the usual weapons, disclaiming the use 
of spells, charms, or magical devices, to indine 
victory to their side* The challenger made his oath 
with a firm and manly voice, and a bold and cheers 
fill countenance. When the ceremony was finished, 
he looked at the gallery, and bent his head to the 
earth, as if in honour of those invisible beauties 
which were indosed within ; then, loaded with «r^ 
mour as he was, sprung to the saddle without the 
use of the stirrup, and made his courser carry him 
in a succession of caracoles to his station at the east^ 
em extremity of the lists. Coniade also pisesented 
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lunuielf before the altar with boldneaa enough ; 
bat his voice, as he took the oath, aoonded hol- 
low, aa if drowned in his helmet. The lips, wiA 
which he appealed to Heaven to adjudge victory 
to the just quarrel, grew white, as they uttered 
the impious mockery. As he turned to remount 
ids horse, the Grand Master approached him 
doser, as if to rectify some<hiiig about the dtting 
of his gocget, and whispered,-^^' Coward and 
fool !— recall thy senses, and do me this battle 
bravely^ else, by Heaven, should'^st thou escape 
him, thou escapest not meT 

The savage tone in which this was whispered, 
perhaps completed the confiision of the Marquises 
nerves, for he stumbled as he made to horse ; and 
though he recovered his feet, sprung to the saddle 
with his usual agility, and displayed his address 
in horsananship as he assumed his position oppo- 
site to the challenger^s, yet the accident did not. 
escape those who were on the watch for omens, 
which might predict the fate of the day. 

The [Nriests, after a solemn prayer, that God 
would show the rightftd quarrel, departed from 
the lists. The trumpeto of the challenger then 
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rung a flourish, and a hendd-at-armt prodaimed 
at the eastern end of the Usts,— ^^ Here stands a 
good knight. Sir Keimeth of Seothmd, chamj^on 
finr the royal King Richard of EngUnd, who ae- 
cnsetfa Conrade, Marquis of Montserrat, of foul 
treason and dishonour done to the said King.^ 

When the words Kenneth of Scothmd announ- 
ced the name and character of the chanq»i0n, hi- 
therto scarce generally known, a loud and cheerful 
acclaim burst from the foUowers of King Ridiard, 
and hardly, notwithstanding repeated commands 
of silence, sufiPered thereply of the defendant to be 
heard He, of course, aTonched his mnocence, and 
ofibred his body for battle. The eaqpiires of the 
combatants now approached, and delivered to each 
his shidd and lance, assisting to hang the former 
around his neck, that his two hands might remain 
free,*— one for the management of the bridle, the 
other to direet the lance. 

The shield of the Scot displayed has old bear- 
ing, the leopard, but with the addition of a collar 
and broken chain, in allusion to his late captivity. 
The shield of the Marquis bore, in refisienoe to his 
title, a serrated and rocky mountain. Each shook 
u 
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his Imiee aloft, a* if to ascertain tbe wd^t and 
touf^mess of the unviddy veapon^ and then laid 
it in the rest. The sponsors, heralds, and sqinres* 
now retired to the hnrriers, and the cdmhaiants sat 
opposite to each other, &ce to face, with couched 
lance and dosed visor, the human form so couk 
pletely inclosed, that they lodced more like sta- 
tues of molten-iron, than bdngs of fledi and Uood. 
The silence of suspense was now general— men 
breathed thicker, and thdr very soub seemed 
seated in their eyes, while not a sound ^vw to be 
heard save the snorting and pawing of the good 
steeds, who, sensible of what was about to hap^ 
pen, were impatient to dash int^ career. They 
stood thus for perhaps three minutes, when, at a 
ngnal given by the Soldan, an hundred instru- 
ments rent the air with their brazen clamours, and 
each chamiHon striking his horse with die spurs, 
and slacking the rein, the horses started into full 
gallop, and the knights met in mid n^aee with a 
shodc like a thunderbolt. The victory was not in 
doubt-^no, not one moment. Conrade, indeed, 
showed himself a practised warrior ; for he struck 

18 
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hif antagonist knightly in the midst of his shield, 
bearing his lance so straight and true, that it 
shivered into splinters up to the very gauntlet. 
The horse of Sir Kenneth recoiled two or three 
yards and fell on his haunches, but the rider 
easily raised him with hand and rein. But for 
Conrade, there was no recovery. Sir Kenneth^s 
l«noe had jnerced through die shield, through • 
plated corslet of Milan steel, through a aecretj or 
coat of linked mail, worn beneath the corslet, had 
wounded him deep in the bosom, and borne him 
from his saddle, leaving the truncheon of the lance 
fixed in his wound. The sponsors, heralds, and 
Saladin himself, descending from his throne, 
crowded around the wounded man; while Sir 
Kenneth, who had drawn his sword ere yet he 
discovered his antagonist was totally helpless, now 
commanded him to avow his guilt. The helmet 
was hastily unclosed, and the wounded man, ga- 
ting wildly on the skies, replied, — ^^ What would 
you more ?-— Grod hath decided justly — I am guil- 
ty—but there are worse traitors in the camp than 
I.— In pity to my soul, let me have a confessor i"^ 
He revived as he uttered these words. 

VOL. IV, Y. 
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*^ The tadi8iiMui--4lie ppwetftil ittnedy, loyal 
farortier,^ seSd Ekig Eickard lo flahdm. 

**Hhe (raitor,^ anawereddie Sddan, '<is moee 
ft to be dragged £rom the liaCs to die gaUowi l)jr 
tlie fieck, dhanio profit by tit virtues ;-^«Bdaeaie 
such fate u in hk leek,^ he added, irfbr loekiag 
fixedly upcm the iFsouBded nan 4 ^*'fiMr,tbeagiiiiis 
weuBd nay ibe euied, ^ Asracinsi sealiaoadw 
wretcSrs brev* 

^< Neverth^IeMr aaSd Ricbasd, ^ i prsy you 
do for Um lAait yon saay, that he May at leaat 
)H»Fe timefcrecHifiMeion-^glay net aoid and body ! 
Te Um one htMhongr df time may lie wordi more, 
fay ten thousand fold, than the Ujfe itf the oUcat 
patriardi.^ 

^ My royal brother's mkh shall be obeyed,'' 
said fMaiaai. <' l^vres, iiear this vomded man 
to oitf tent.'' 

<< Do net so," said die Teuphur, viioliadlutlier- 
te etDod gioonttly ke|mg on in silenos.?rr^^ Tiie 
ley;^ Dtthe of A^8tlia 4md myself wiU sot fexmtt 
4hifi ^uAappy Chnstiaii Prince to be ddiveied 
over te 4he -SainccwB, ihnt they may try their 
spells upon him. We me hb sponsors, and de- 
mand that he be assigned to our care." 
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<< ThaA i«y yon nfim tkecmaiii means dfoed 

^^Not so,"" 6«id tH^ Gynnd Master, r^llectio^ 
hiip^,^'' If tbe Scidaa useth lawfel medidnes^ 
he intiy ^^teod tbe patient in my teiit.^ 

^< Do 8O9 1 pray thee, good brother,^ said Rich- 
ard to SaU^, ^* tbougb die penmssion be un- 
graciously yielded.— But now to a mare joyful 
work.rnrSouodf ti;m9Eipetar-«fihout, England-Jn ho-. 
QfMxr Qf !E;Qgbu)d^8 cbampion r 

Pmm, d^x^n, trumpet, and cymbal, rungfinpth 
Ift opc^t and tbe deqp and regukr diout, wfaMI 
for ^ges has been tbe English acclamation, sound- 
ed umi^t the pbriU and irregular ydk cf the 
Arpb^i like th^ dii^pasoA of tbe organ amid the 
bowling of a St<nm. There was siloice at length. 

^* Brave Knight ^ tbe Leopatd,^ resumed 
Cqeuv 4e lien, ^^ tibou hast afaown that the Etbio- 
pian may cbaog^ bi$ skin, and tbe leopard his 
spotSjt ^Qi^b cleyks quote Scripture for the im- 
pcHJwibiliiy. Y#t I have more to say to you when 
I have conducted you to tbe presence of the I^ 
dies, 1^0 best judges, aaid best rewarders, of deeds 
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The En^lit of tbe LeopaTd bowed MSent." 

** And thou, princely Saladin, wilt also tttend 
tlwni. I promise thee our Queen will not think 
herself welcomey if she lacks the opportunity to 
thank her royal host for her most princdy recep- 
tion.^ 

Saladin bent his head gfaoefiiUy, bat dedined 
the invitation. 

** I must attend the wounded man,^ he said. 
** The leech leaves not his patient more than the 
champion the lists, even if he be summoned to a 
bower like those of Paradise. And farther, royal 
Bichard, know that the blood of the East flows 
not so temperately in the presence of beauty as 
that of your knd. What saith the Book itself— 
Her eye is as the edge of the sword of the Pro- 
phet, who shall look upon it P He that would 
not be burnt avmdeth to tread on hot embers— 
wise men spread not the flax before a bickering 
torch— He, saith the sage, who hath forfeited a 
treasure, doth not wisely to turn back his head to 
gaae'atit.'' ^ ' 

Richard, it may be believed, respected the mo- 
tive of delicacy which flowed from manners so dif- 
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foveat jfrom liU 9W|^ vdivqgedlusreqneitDoftr- 

'< M noon/^ said the Soldaa as he departed, 
<^ I Inist ye will all accept a collation under the 
h]afi\ camd-skin tent of a chief of Cordistan.^ 

The same invitation was diculated among the 
Chns^ianSf cprnprahending all those of safficient 
importance to be admitted to sit at a feast made 
for princes. 

. '' ^arkr said Richard, '' Oie timbrels an- 
npuiuie diat our Queen and her attendants are 
leaving theb gallery — and see, the turbans dnk 
OQ the ground, as if struck down hy a destroying 
,aD|^, All }ie. pi;ostriite, aa if the glaoce of an 
AriATseyeeould sully tfa^lu|itre of a lad/scheek! 
Comes we will to the payilion, and lead our am- 
. (gp^eror^hiiher in txiu9iph.-^How I pity that npUe 
, fSoldWf who knows but of love as it . is known to 
those of inferior nature !^ 

.Slpa^ tuned his harp to its boldest measure, 
jto we^99nf>e.tbe ii^roductlpn of the victor into the 
.pi^lfilif)!! of Queen Bareugari^. I|e entered, sup- 
; Wr*^ W.«J*ff. fl^e.ly his q^nsors, Richard and 
. Jhiqmas Longs^^fp^, jsu^ Icnek gracefully down 
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homage vas silently rendered to Edith, who iM 
^ h«^ iHghl hftndt 

« tFiial^iii iiiiii, uy tfifttt^eibtfte,'' is^ A» Kitag, 
whole tfifig^ was ih tfi6 ejceeudon ef n^h dtf^ 
"iidioiiA niut^eti^^ Let B^satjr honotit CMVidry ! 
T7M6 Ms 8t>ttr8, B^i^igarflA ; Qtteeti IhfHigh ihoti 
hi^j ihoti i>ireA him irh^ markB dT firi>tdr tiiou 
canst give. — ^Unlace his hehnet, Editib'«4r|r Affis 
hand thou shalt, werl thou ib^ ^Iroudest Planta^ 
g«n«A df the line, and he Ae p66Mft knight iMi 
fetethr 

B6£h ladieis Oksytd %he royal omimittkdi, B^ 
ft^n<^^ irkh lm8tl% assidtiSfy, an mnoiA to 
^ftWlify her h^uft^nd^ huteour, aiid EdlSi blhish. 
tsg mSL grd^g pide idteriiatdy, as dbwly atrd 
i^ltmaif %U mM, i^ith liottgsWord'b tadit- 
«ne^, thb fiute^gs, Which secuitd ^ hdm^ to 
the gorget. 

^dl?^l«fdBS<^jM^ ^Ihfe^i^b^ 

giite t6 ^V the n^l« <6ikliitehia3M)r (^ Shf E(>li. 
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mi^ ^IltttkhefattmfaieaaEthMpia&ilAve^car 
doib lie pmeni the fiiceof m otMKure and mmf^ 

ttfniHintft hfff Tvrioas dbgidsoi^ He kakb kftdl 

doatn befipve yoii) niAjMnra satiw hgF liit mtttbr^lm 

■vm^ cqttittjdiiliqpiighedfaylatA 

(Me. The adventaoiu kai|^t^ KewM^ WMI 

J>evid Earl of Hiutmgjb% Fziaca Aey el of SMb. 

kadr 

There ins e general eKchmethm ef aiuiwie^ 
and Edith dropped from her hmd tibe hebaet* 
nrhioh ihe had jtfsi xecBijred. 
• ^^ Yes^ my OHitteni/^ said the King^ ^^ it ie 
4fw ^90" "i^e hnoir hov Soothmd daeslvtd ua 
when she propeaed to send this vatiant Ead, with 
A bold eeivfatty of her beat aad iioUeflt>: U^ aid 
e«ir aaara ip tUa caaqqeat of Faleatiae^ hut Med 
to eemplgr with. her engaifnaeiuto. This Bohle 
yoodh^ aider vhena the fioottiah araaaders w«ae 
to h»;e been an»]^edf thoi^^ flniLafiDm i^ 
am should be withheld from the holy waifimi» 
and joiaed u&aiSicily with aaBQaUtraiii of devo* 
ted and MMai, aAtandaats,' vUfch waa aDgttorted 
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bj many of his oonnliymMy ^ idioai dMeitak^f 
Iheir letder wtB unkaowiL ThecoiiAittitaof Ao 
Boyd Fziuoe hod :all, aamig ono old fidbmi^ 
fiiU^n by death, when his aeqrel, but too wollkq»^ 
hod ntaady oecasumed my <satl6Dg off, ina Seot- 
tiih adY^entiirer, oae of the noblest hgfes of fin- 
xepe.«^Wfay did yoa not mention yow inuik, bo** 
hloHwitingdon, when. cndaBgercA by my hMt^ 
atid passiQiieite sentence ?-«^Wa8 it that, yoa 
thought Riehard ci^ble of abusing the adToa- 
tage I po aie e so d^oyer Jihe heir of a Sag whcnn I 
have so often finttid hostile ?^ 

** I did you not Chat ugusdoe, royal Bkhaid^" 
answered. Ae Earl of I^miliii^gdon ; *} bat my 
{tride brooked not that I shoold avow myydf 
i^rinoe of Sootlsnd in.oider to aave my Ufi^ en^ 
dai^jered for de&nlt lof loyalty. Aadi moreover^ 
I had made siyi¥ow^io.^pes»ye my rmk ub^ 
known till the erusade should be accomj^iided ; 
HOP did I mentiim it^ save in atrihmh nmrtmi and 
uiider the seal o£ eonfisssbn, to yondfir-neveaend 
herout'' 

^^ It was the knowledge of that seeiBt» then, 
wMA Qiade the goedmiui so urgent with mo to 
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mcti my mwm Mnteiioe?'' Mid Bkhaxd. '' Wdl 
did lie My thai, had tUa good kaighi fidkn bjr 
pqr mandate) I shoald have wiahad the deed loi- 
done thoQ|^ it had cost me a limlH*»A liah 1-— I 
daM>uId have wished it unckme had it cost me my 
Bfc lince the world woold have said that Rich- 
aid had abased die conditioii in which the heir 
of Seotlaiid had placed himMH^ by his confidence 
in his generosity.^ 

«'^j Yet, may we know of your Grace by what 
strange and happy chance this riddk was at lengA 
read ?^ said the Queen Berengaria. 

-'' Letters were brought us from En^and/^ said 
tibe King, '^ in which we le»nit, among other mif 
pleasant news, that the King ef Scotland had 
seized upon three of our nobles, wh«n on a pil- 
gmoMge to Saint Ninian, and alleged as a cause, 
thathis >hdr, being supposed to be%htang in the 
nnkB of the Teutonic K»ig^ts,.agsin6t the heathen 
of Borusaa, was, in fact, in onr camp, and in our 
power; and, therdbre, WiUuun piqpesed to hold 
these nobles as hostages for his safety* This gave 
me the first light on the real rank of the Knight 
ctf jthe Leopard, and my wsincions were ccUirmed 
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taiH«iii bMk with 1dm Ik Ead (£ Huniu^^ 
sole atteiidHit^ ft dudMbnlltA skiw^. wIm bd 
goM lUt^ miin to wifidd tb De Vwk ftMonil 
liefllMiuUktrAtddtoMe.'' 

'<.0U Sttmi^ mtii* lift ftiftuiad,^ nid lln 
iiMdofOililMid. «« Hft IcBftv fisofti ftx^oieMi 
diftl my beiit k attiuMiluit sftAHr ihiii i£ I wMe 
mysdf Plmtagenet.'' 

^ Thy hfttti fldft ? 1hxm mrnmOHisf ^ oU imi 1 
*-^>4hftaCMdKwli«d flini, AftI thoo i<t T cwJftW^ 
ed the King.--*'' It it to Vlmlmg9MtB iiho hm^ 
Mft and fadisg hoatSf ££th,'' tuxwig «» Ub 
coiiflb, with 9m expoBMioli'Wlttflh cftUed.tht.Uood 
hMhcr dnd:-^'< Givft me thy baiadyiftyftir eoUr 
iBUi, ftDdy ihmee ef Scotbiid» thae.'' 

'' Fftrbesr, my httd,'' gaid Edidi» hai^iaghftBkt 
and etideftvooriiig to hide her cmifiMieiiy imda ftft 
ftttempt to ndly her wpi kiBsmtt^e emdidilp. 
^' nemefliher you sot that my bfiiiiirftvtoJbethe 
rigiud of tNHiTcrtmg to the Ghriitlia fi(Hh ike 
Sacacen and Afib^ Adftdm aad all Ua MrhaMd 
hoit?^ 

«' Ay, batthewindftfpiopkac^ halhohafpod 
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OrMti and «lft now in muOm oofenir^'' MplM 
Utebiitd 

"^ Mddk iii6t, kit jf^ottr tends be tfiodt itrongii*' 
MAI the HmAif ) ite{>pteg fctwiid^ «' The hem- 
iF«itly he«i utife itothiiig Itai mM;h itt their brl- 
Hint fewtda^t is mftft's efM whifeh loe IM weiJc 
iei«iidtfMb«liwaeiePSifigbt. ffKm^ihatwkeii 
Sahidhi aiftd Senaeth of (^eodioid stept bi my 
grettd) I tettdm the stttTS) that ibetts vested under 
my M04f a ^oe^ theiia«ixnilfte4>f IHeha^5 wMh 
whom the fate of EdiA Fhtttagetiet was to tie 
ofiited. Cottld I doubt ^afc lids must be the 
Sbldatt^ whose ratik was wdl kiiowii «6 ttie, as he 
ofken tiitted my ieeIl4o oonveme on iitt revola- 
tioiis <]f the hetfftsidy bodies l^^^Agttaj the liights of 
tbe fettiamettt jnoolaiSQed thtit this Pftnce, Ae 
hnsbAnd of Edith iMantageiiet) shodd be a CMft. 
iSm ; and I,«^weak and wild hUetpreter l^^-^^ogded 
thenee the conversion of the noble Saladin, wboie 
good qualities seemed often to incHne him towttds 
the better fiiit^. The saise of my weakness hltdi 
humMed me to the dust, Ibfcit in the dost I have 
Ibtmd eonifbrt ! I h»ve not read aright Hhe fite 
oTothem-^wKo enn asMire me bnt Chait I may hnte 
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i BUM own? €bd will not Ii«^ US 
break into his ooancil hotue, or spy oat lu Ud- 
dm myttaries. We muit wut Us tame ^ith 
waK^ing and pngF«fr-*-widi fear and with bcqpe. 
I came hiAer the stem seer^-the peoiid prophet 
-—ddUfd, as I thought, to knftroct piiaoes, «ld 
gjAaderen ifMl supemaloaalppvcn^ balbfathen- 
od with • weij^t which I deaaied no shmdders 
fast ndneoodd haw borne* But my banda have 
been broken il go henoe hundble in nine ipio- 
nnee^ penitqi t and not hopehtts."" 

With these wdrda he withdrew fimi the asscm- 
Uy ; and it is reeaidedf that, fi;<W tbatfiQriodt his 
ftensy fits sddom oeoured, and his poiiitees were 
of a milder character, and aoeonqMsnied ivjth bet- 
ter hopfe of the fotnre. So miudi is hereof self- 
^ofinion, eta in insamty, t^t the cannelioa of 

.hishi^ring eotertained andesi^pissedan.QBfiipd^ 
^ prediction with so mudbiTehen^icei seemed 
to operate like loss of hbodon the h^man fiame, 
|to,modify and lower die feyer of ^ brain. 
. Itiis need]ei» to lojUow into ^her pyrtmnHars 

^.the.cK^fec^pes at the rpya) t»it^ orio i^vxhre 
fjifth^ Ds.Yid, £ar} of Hmtivi^WrWlNiaii mf.tio 
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in the jneaeaee of Edith Pkntagenety as when he 
was bound to act under the chanioter of an ob- 
scure and nameless adventurer. It may be well 
bdieyed t^t he there expressed, with suitsUe 
earnestness, the passion to which he had so often 
before found it diflBcult to give words* 

The hour of nocm now approached, and Saladin 
waited to reoetve the Princes of Christendom in a 
tent, whieh, but for its large dae, difiered litde firam 
that of die ordinary shelter of the common Curd- 
man, or Arab; yet, beneath its amide and sable CO* 
Tering, was prepared a baaquet after the most gor- 
geous foshimi of the East, extended lipcm carpets 
of the richest stuffs, with cushions laid for the 
guests. But we cannot fiUjip to describe the cfeth 
of gold and sUver-^-the superb embroidery in 
Arabesque— «the shawls of Casdimere--and the 
muslins of India, which were here unfolded in aU 
their splendour; for less to tell the differoBt 
sweetmeats, ragouts edged with rice ccdoured in 
various manners, with all the other nioedes of 
Eastern cookery. Lambs roasted whole, and game 
and poultry dressed in pilaus, were piled in vessds 
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ofgcMf and iHver, andpoKelttiii, sad fattemixed 
wteh large maitra ef aherb^ oookd in snow ttid m 
ftem Ae eairenis of Ifoimt hdmnaa. A magni^ 
fieent pileof cuaUenBaft tlie htedof tihe banqoot, 
teeaned prepared tat the naarti of dia ftaat, aad 
such dignitatiea aa be migki call t6 diare lliat 
plaea of iktisuAm, wMl^» ^mb the nxif of the 
lent in all quarters, but «ver this seat of eminenoe 
in partknlar, wanred vamf a baonev and pemum, 
the trophies of foatdes won, and Ungdottia o^er- 
lirrowii. Bnt hmongat and aboire them all, a hng 
fameo Aiplajred a dimed, the bannsF o# J>eadi, 
with Alls impwssii^n inseription^-^^ SiiLAimf 
KiVA OF Kiiio»-«8ai. ADiN VreTo& cm Viexoms 
-— Saladik most dis.^ Aand these pfepaca^ 
tionp, the slaves who had arranged diese veftesh- 
ments stood widi droc^ed headB «idfeld0d arnu, 
nnite and aiotionless as monumeDtal statoary, or 
as aniottiata, which wailed ike toncb ef dpe artist 
to pat them into motion. 

Biqpeeting the approal^h of his princely guests, 
the goldan, indmed, as most were, widi the sa- 
pcislitions of bhs tinie, p^naed &m ^ heaopeope 
and corresponding scroll, which had been sent to 
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Iiiai by the h«ni|it «r Engiridi when he depMfd 
feem the ettup. 

*^ Strange «nd mysterious sei^Me,^" he muttered 
to faimsdf, ^^ mhiAf pretendfaig to drew Aeeurtain 
ef Ibtority, misleeds those whom it seems to guide^ 
said darkens the seene which it pretends to fflumi- 
me I Who would not fcam said that I was that 
enemy most dangerons te Bicfhaid, whose ennity 
was toUe eoded by menAage with his kinswomen F 
Yetitnowappeaietfaat an union betwist this gal- 
lant Earl and the tady will bring about friiend- 
ship betwixt Biefaard and Sootland? an enemy 
rnoro dangwous than I, as fi wild-cat in a cham- 
ber k mope to be dreaded thin a Uon in a distant 
desert.— But then,"^ he condmied to mutter to 
Jiimself, ^ the combinatioa tntaatiates, Aat this 
hwband was to be Ckristian.-^€hrisdan i'^ he re- 
peated, oft^ ^ paupey^-^^ Thet gave the insane 
fimattc bqm diat I might renounce my faith ! 
but me, the faithful follower of our Prqphet^aM^ 
it sipould hare undaoeiyed. Lie there, mysterious 
scBoU,^ he added, thrusting it voder the pile of 
cuduens^ ^ stsange are thy bodements and flrtal, 
since, even when true in themselves, Aey work 
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upott dme wbo fttlempt to decyphtr dieir rattn. 
ing all the elfects of falsehood. — ^H#w bow ! what 
means thia intrtisim ?'^ 

He spoke to the dwazf Neetabanus, who rushed 
into the tent fearfully agitated, wilh each straaige 
and disproportioned feature wrenched by honor 
into still more eztraTagant ngKness, — his eyes 
open, his mouth staring, his hands, with their 
shrivelled and cteformed fingers, wildly esq^ded. 

<< What now ?"* said the Soldan, sternly. 

** Jcdpe hoc r groaned out the dwar£ 

<<Ha! say'st thou ?^ answered Saladin. 

" Accipe hocT relied the panic-«tnick crea- 
ture, unconseious, perhaps, that he repeated the 
same words as before* 

<< Hence, I am in no Tern for foolery T 

''Nor am I further fool,"* said the dwax^ 
*^ than to make my folly help out my wit to earn 
my bread, poor helpless wretch !— Hear, hear me, 
great Sddanr 

'' Nay, if thou hast actual wrong to ecnnplaih 
of,'' sdd Saladin, '' fool or wise, thou art entitled 
to the ear of a King. — ^Retire hither with me C* 
and he led him into the inner tent 

10 
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Whatever their coAference related to, it wa« 
goon broken off by the fanfare of the trumpets; 
announcmg the arrival of the various Chris- 
tian princes, whom Saladin welcomed to his tent 
with a royal courtesy well becoming their rank 
and his own ; but chiefly, he saluted the young 
]&irl of Huntingdon, and g^aerously congratula- 
ted him upon prospects, wliich appeared to have 
interfered with and overclouded those which he 
had himself entertained. 

^* But think not,''' said the Soldan, ^^ thou noble 
youth, that the Prince of Scotland is more wel- 
come to Saladin, than was Kenneth to the solitary 
nderim when they met in the desert, or the dis- 
tressed Ethiop to the Hakim Adoiibeck. A brave 
and generous disposition like thine hath a value 
indq)endent of condition and birth, as the cool 
drat^ht, which I here proffer thee, is as delicious 
from an earthen vessel as from a goblet of gold.^' 
The Earl of Huntingdon made a suitable re- 
ply,'gratefrLlly acknowledging the various import- 
ant services -he had received fit)m the generous 
Soldan ; but when he had pledged Saladin in the 
bowl of sherbet, which the Soldan had proffered 

VOL. IV. z 
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to him, he eottld not help wM Mi l a ng with »amile, 
<< The brave cavalier, Ilteiin, knew not of the 
fotuation of ioe, bat the mttnificeni Soldan ooda 
his aherbet with anow.'^ 

' << WottlcTat thou have an Arabor a Kuxdman 
as wise as a Hakim P"^ said the Soldan* ^^Hewho 
does on a disguise must make the sentiments of 
his heart and the leaAnng of his head accord with 
the dress whidi he aasnmes. I desired to see how 
a brave and single-hearted cavaUer of Frangistan 
would conduct himself in debate with such a chief 
as I then seemed ; and I queatbned the truth of 
a well-known fact, to know fay what aiguments 
thou would'st sun^ort diyasaertjioii."' 

While they were qpealdng, the Arch-^Duke of 
Austria, who stood a little apart, waa struck with 
the m^sitiop of iced sherbet, and took with ptea* 
sure and somie UnntDess the deep.goblct, aa.tbe 
Earl of Huttdngdon waa about to refdaoe it. 

*' Most delicious T he exclaimed, after a deep 
draugj^t, which the heat of the weather, and the 
feverishness following the debauch, of the prece- 
drog day, had rendered doubly aoceptaUe. He 
sighed as he handed the cup to the GraAd Mas- 
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ter of the Teinplatg. Saladin made a sigb to the 
dwarf, who advimccd and pronounced, with a 
harsh voice, the words^ Jcdpe hoc ! The Templar 
started, like a steed who sees a lion under a bush 
beside the pathway; y^t instaaidy recovered, and 
to hide, perhaps, his confiision, raised the goblet 
to his lips-" but those Iip» never toadied. ik$lt 
goblet^s rim. The sabre of Saladin left its sheath 
as lightning leaves the ekmd. It was waved in 
the air,-^nd the head of the Grand Master rolled 
to the extremity of the tent, while the tru^k re- 
mained for a second standing with the goblbt still 
clenched in iis grasp, then fell, the liquor mibg- 
ling with the blood that spurtied from the veinsi* 

There was a general exclamation of treason, 
and Austria, nearest to whom Saladin stood with 
the bloody sabre in his hand, started ba^k as if 
apprehensive that bis turn was to come next. 
Richard and others laid hand on their swords. 

" Fear nothing, noble Austria,''^ eaid Sabdin, 
as composedly as if nothing had h^pened, ^ nor 
ybn, royal England, be wroth at what you have 
seen. Not fer his manifold treasons ;«-^not fer the 
ftttempt which) as may be vouched by his own 
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squire, he instigated against King Richard's life ; 
—not that he pursued the Prince of Scotland and 
myself in the desert, reducing us to save our lives 
by thespeedof our horses ;•— not that he had stir- 
red up the Maronites to attack us upon this very 
occasion, but that I brought up unexpectedly so 
many Arabs as rendered the scheme abortiTe ;— 
not for any or all of these crimes does he now lie 
there, although such were deserving such a doom ; 
— 4mt because, scarce half an hour ere he polluted 
our; presence, as the simoom empoisons the at- 
mosphere, he poniarded his comrade and accom- 
plice, Conrade'of Montsisrrat, lest he should con- 
fess the infamous plots in which they had both been 
engaged.^ 

^* How ! Conrade murdered ?---And by the 
Grand Master, his sponsor and most intimate 
friend !^^ exclaimed Richard. ^^ Noble Soldan, I 
would not doubt thee — ^yet this must be proved— 
otherwise—^ 

*^ There stands the evidence,^ said Saladin, 
pointing to the terrified dwarf. ^< Allah, who 
sends the fire-fly to illuminate the night season, 
can discover secret crimes by the most contempti- 
ble means.^ 
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The Soldan proceeded to tell the dwarTs story, 
which amounted to this. — In his foolish curiosi- 
ty, or, as he partly confessed, with some thoughts 
of pilfering, Nectabanus had strayed into the tont 
' of Conrade, which had been deserted by his at- 
tendants, some of whom had left the encampmait 
to carry the news of his defeat to his brother, and 
others were availing thanselves of the means 
which Saladin had supplied for revelling. The 
wounded man slept under the influence of Sala- 
din's wonderful talisman, so that the dwarf had 
opportunity to pry about at pleasure, imtil he was 
frightened into concealment by the sound of a 
heavy stop. He skulked behind a curtain, yet 
could see the motions, and hear the words of the 
Grand Master, who entered, and carefully secured 
the covering of the pavilion behind him. His 
victim started fiom sleep, and it would appear that 
he instantly suspected the purpose of his old as- 
sociate, for it was in a tone of alarm that he de- 
manded wherefore he disturbed him ? 

^' I come to confess and to absolve thee,^^ an- 
swered the Grand Master. 

Of their further speech the terrified dwarf re- 
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■wnib^r^ lilttk, a^yp ft)mt Cop^fi^e ioKlored the 

dmt the T^wplip: stiiick )u«| to the he^ with 91 
Turkish fii^gpt^ wif^ t^ ifor^ ,occi^^ hoc-^ 
W9tdf^ wbicb iQOg af^^rwuds hgimM the t^nified 
ippaginatKHi of the conoealed witness. 

^< I Teriilod the taje^"' s^4 Sah^din, *' by cau- 
niig the body to be eiOTined ; end I made tbis 
iitihappy beii^, wbplft Allab h^ih made the dia- 
QQYexer of the icrime, rqpeat.in yomr own prestos 
the words whidi the murderer sppke ; and yon 
ypnnelves saw tibe effieot wbieh ibqr prodnoed 
upon hia eonsd^MBe.^ 

The Soldan paused, and the King.of Ei^laad 
broke sil^ce:--^ 

'/ I£ this be true^ as I doubt not, we have wit- 
nessed a great act of justice, though it bore a 
diflBsrenf aspect But wherrfore in thb prescaiee? 
wherefore with thine own hand ?^^ 

>^ I had designed ^otherwise/'' said Salacfin; 
^' but had I not hastened his doom, it had been 
altogether averted, sinee, if I had permitted him 
to taste of my cup, as he was about to do^ how 
eould I, without incurring ^he bicand of inhoq^- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TALES OF THB CROS ABBES. 

taliiy, have done him to death as he deserred f 
Had he ttiurdered my fiiAiir^ »nd afterwaorda par- 
taken of my food and my bow), not a hair of hu; 
bsad oMitd have been injured by me. But enough 
of faim-^tet his carcase and his memory be remo* 
red, Scorn amongst us.^ 

The body was caitied away, and the madc^ of 
the slaughter obliterated or oonceakd, urith sudi 
ready dexterity, as showed that the ease was not 
dtogdher so uncommon as to paralyse the assist* 
ants and officers of Saladin^s household. 

But the Chrisdaik princes fi9lt dmt the soaie 
which tliey had behrid wdghed lieavily cm thimr 
spirits, and although, at the courteous inritadon 
6f the Spldan, they assumed their seafii at tho 
banquet, yet it was with die rilence of doubt and 
amaaement. The spirits of Riehard ahme sur^ 
mounted all cause ibr suspidon or embarrassment 
Yet he^ too, seemed to ruminate on some proposi- 
don,asif he was desirous of making it in the most 
insinuatiBg and acceptaUe manner which was 
possible. At length he drmk o£P a large bowl of 
wine, and, addressing die Soldan, desired to know 
whether it was not true that he had honoured the 
Earl of Hundngdon with a personal encounter. 
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Saladia answeied with a niile, that h^ had 
proved his hone and his weapons widi the heir of 
Scotland, as cavaKera are wont to do widi eadi 
other whoi they meet in the desert— and modest* 
ly added, diat thoi^h the combat was not entire^ 
ly decisiye, he had not, on his part, nradi reason 
to pride himself on theevent. The Scot, on the 
other hand,' disdained the attribated superiiNrity, 
and wished to asfflgn it to the Soldan. 

*^ Enough of honour then hast had in die en- 
counter,^ said Ridiard, ^^ and I envy tbee more 
for that, tban fcr the smiks of Edith Plantagcsiet, 
though !one of them might rewahl a Uoody day^'s 
work.-*But what sqr you, noUe princes ; is it fit- 
ting that such a royal ring of chivalry shonM 
txreak up without something being, done for fiin 
ture times to speak of? What is the overthrow 
and death of a traitor, to such a fiur garland of 
honour as is here assembled, and which ought not 
to part without witnesdng something more worthy 
of their r^aid ? How say you, princely Soldan-<n 
What if we two shoidd now, and before this fiui^ 
company, decide the long contended question for 
tfiis land of Palestine, and end at once these tedious' 
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wars ? Yond«r are the lists ready, nor can Pay- 
nimrie ever hope a better champion than thoa. I, 
' unless worthier offers, will lay down my gauntlet 
in behalf of Christendom, and, in all love and ho* 
nour, we will do mortal battle for the possession 
of Jemsalem.^^ 

. There was a deep pause for the Soldan^s an* 
swer. Hki cheek and brow coloured hi^y, and 
it was the opmion of many present, that he hesi* 
tated whether he should accept the challenge. 
At length he said, '' Fighting for the Holy City 
against those whom we regard as idolaters, and 
worshippers of stodcis and stones, and graven 
images, I mightconfide that Allah would str^th^ 
«nmy ana; or, if I fell beneath the sword of the 
rMelec Ric, I could not pass to Paradise by a 
more glorious death. But Allah has alreadygiven 
Jerusalem to the true bdiieverS) and it were a 
temptbg the God of the Prophet to peril, upon 
my own personal strength and sldU, that which I 
hold securely by the superiority of my forces." 

^V^f not for Jerusalem, then,^ said Richard, 
in tibte tone of one who would entreat a favour of 
an xntiinate ftiend, '^ yet, for the love of honour, 
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let lu nin lit bnt three CDmseswith griaded 
lAnoteT 

«^ £Ten tU^'^Kud SalBdm, bilf siMfii««t€dnir 
ds Licmlg efl^etioDole c^mratiieBB for the eombat^ 
*^ ema this X may not lairfttUy dx>. The nnnter 
places the shepherd over the>floek^ not ftr the 
flbepftcid^s oiim eake^ bat far Ae sidceof the sheep. 
Had I a son to hold the 80q>tEe vhen I fiall^ I 
iB^fat h«fe iiad the )ilwtty^ as I have the wiU^ to 
bnve this bold enoonnt^ ; but yoor own Serip^. 
ture sayeth, that, when die herdsman is smitt^ 
the sheep are scattered.* 

«< Thou hast had all the fbrtmse,'' said Richard, 
tnming to the Barl of Huntingdon with a figfa. 
*^ I would have given the best year in my life for 
that one half hour beside the Diamond of the 
Desert r 

The chivalrous extravagance of Richard awa- 
kened the. spirits of the assembly, and when at 
length they arose to depart, Saladin adtanced and 
took Coeur de Lion by the hand. 

^ Noble King of England,*' he said, « we now 
pBHf never to meet again. That' your league is 
dissolved, no more to be reunited, and'dMtt yon 

IS 
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Qaiive forces ai^ far too few to enable you te pio^ 
seeate your euterptize, is as well known to me as 
to yimrsdf. I may not yield you up that Jero- 
askm which you ao buh^ demre to hokL It is 
to us, as to you, a Hdly City. But whatever 
other terms Bichaid demands of Saladin, shall be 
as willingly yielded as yonder fountain yields its 
waters. Ay, and the same should be as fi«nkly 
afforded by Saladin, if Richard stood in thede^ 
sert with but two archers in his triun r 



The next day saw Richard's return to his own 
camp, and in a short space afterwards, the young 
Earl of Huntingdon was espoused 1^ Edith Flan- 
tagenet. The Soldan sent, as a nuptial present on 
this occasion, the celebrated talisman ; but though 
many cures were wrought by means of it in Eu- 
rope, none equalled in success and celebrity those 
which the Soldan achieved. It is still in existence, 
having been bequeathed by the Earl of llimtbg- 
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don to a farftYO knight of SootUmd, Sat Mungo of 
the Lee, in whose andent and highly honouied 
family it is still preserved ; and although channed 
atones have been dismissed from the modem Phar- 
macopeia, its virtues are still applied to for stop- 
ping blood, and in cases of canine madness. 

Our story closes here, as the terms on whidi 
Richard evacuated his conquests are to be found 
in every history <^ the period* 



THE END. 




Edihbuaoh: 
PrintSl by James Ballmtyne & Co. 
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